
A young woman was found
murdered in a ditch, after her
ex-boyfriend was discovered
hanged in a greenhouse. 

All the evidence suggests
that the man beat his former
partner to death, drove her
body out to the fields by Al
Alquian, Almeria, and then
killed himself.

Farmers entering the
greenhouse on Monday
morning (April 10) found 29-
year-old Andrei, a man of
Romanian descent, hanged
from a rope tied to a metal
beam among the tomatoes. 

He was shirtless, with
blood covering his body and
jeans. 

They alerted the National

Police, who conducted a
search of the area during
which they found the badly
beaten body of Andra Viole-
ta, 25. Her mother identified
Andra’s body from her
clothes and a tattoo on her
leg.

She had been reported
missing by her father on Sun-
day after she failed to show
up for a family dinner. Earli-
er that day they had heard her
car speed off violently from

the family home and grew in-
creasingly concerned. 

When they called her mo-
bile, Andrei answered and
said that their daughter was
upset and didn’t want to
speak with them before
abruptly hanging up. Her
family believe that Andrei
kidnapped their daughter and
may even have had an ac-
complice since he had no dri-
ving licence.

Andra had broken up with

her partner two months previ-
ously after learning that he
had spent time in prison for a
violent robbery. There was no
history of domestic violence
but the jealous young man re-
fused to accept the break up
and began stalking her. 

She is the 21st woman to
have been murdered by her
partner in Spain this year
alone as the country contin-
ues to combat machismo vio-
lence.

WOMEN from every corner of the province arrived in Almeria City to
hear Socialist President of Andalucia, Susana Diaz, speak and voice
their support for a female leader to finally take the reins of power in na-
tional politics. Diaz is tipped as a future leader of Spain’s PSOE opposi-
tion party. 

TIME is running out to get your tickets for one of Spain’s most legendary
singers who will be performing in Almeria in just a few short weeks. The
one and only Raphael is in the middle of a spectacular world tour, per-
forming songs from his acclaimed new album Infinitos Bailes (Infinite
Dances).  

Golden oldie

See page 2

BRAVE cancer-fighter four-
year-old Leo Bermejo from
Almeria is more than half of the
way through his 31 sessions of
proton beam therapy in Okla-
homa. The sessions, which are

given Monday to Friday, have
gone to plan and mum, Karen,
has announced the family have
booked flights to leave Okla-
homa on April 27.

Leo update

Susana speaks
See page 5

See page 10
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By Matthew Elliott

Woman kidnapped and killed by ex-partner 
PROUD expats and native residents are being urged to vote for Mo-
jacar as the famous village edges closer to becoming the new brand am-
bassador for Volkswagen. As previously reported by EWN, the German
manufacturer is looking for a Spanish village to name its new SEAT car
after.  

Household name

See page 14

Murder suicide horror

JEALOUS EX: Appears to have
hanged himself after beating
his ex-girlfriend to death.
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Dog cruelty
POLICE rescued a dog
found chained to the terrace
of an abandoned Almeria
house. The pit bull was ap-
parently left to die by its
owner but was spotted
barking for help by a
passerby. 

Drag death
A KITE SURFER
drowned when his kite
dragged him into danger-
ous currents at Almeri-
mar beach in Almeria
City, with a group of wit-
nesses eventually pulling
the 55-year-old’s lifeless
body out of the water.

Good deed
A GERMAN tourist travel-
ling through the Tabernas
desert lost his wallet, but a
Romanian lady handed it
in, telling officers “the
world would be better if
people didn’t take what isn’t
theirs.” 

NEWS EXTRA

TIME is running out to get your tickets for one of Spain’s most
legendary singers who will be performing in Almeria in just a
few short weeks. The one and only Raphael is in the middle of
a spectacular world tour, performing songs from his ac-
claimed new album Infinitos Bailes (Infinite Dances).  

The iconic star, who has been serenading Spain and the world
since the 1950s, has chosen Almeria to kick off the Spanish leg
of his global tour. He will be performing at the Maestro Padilla
auditorium on April 22 before travelling across the country. 

Raphael is the only Spanish singer to have sold more
than 50 million records worldwide. Born in 1943 he is also
an acclaimed theatre and television actor, married to an
Italian aristocrat and even more popular in Latin America
than he is in Spain.  

At the age of just nine, when he was already a five year
veteran of the stage, Raphael was named the best child
singer in Europe. He represented Spain twice at the Euro-
vision Song Contest and sings in Spanish, English and
Italian.  

Tickets can be purchased for this very special show at
Raphael’s website or on Ticketmaster. Doors open on Satur-
day April 22 at 7pm. 

By Matthew Elliott

PLANS to dot the A-92
around Almeria with
tourist friendly road signs
have been given the green
light.

Local politicians have
succeeded in convincing
the powers that be that the
highway is essential to
help tourists find their way
to some of the region’s
most iconic destinations. 

The road is used by
thousands of tourists each
year travelling from
Granada or the Costa del
Sol to Almeria Province. 

With tourist friendly
signposting, including
helpful advice in English,
scattered along the high-
way, Almerian officials be-
lieve they will attract even
more guests. 

The A-92 is one of the
busiest roads in Andalucia
but has remained woefully
under signposted despite
heavy traffic and increas-
ing tourist numbers. 

Highway
help Legendary

Spanish star

ON TOUR:
The one and

only Raphael.



Evil 
stepmother 
A WOMAN who burned her six-year-
old stepson with hot knives has been
sentenced to 21 months in prison. Dur-
ing a year of sadistic abuse she regularly
beat, insulted and even bit the boy while
his father was at work.  

An Almeria court heard how the child
lived in a state of permanent terror, at-
tacked without warning or reason by the
37-year-old. Her favourite technique was
heating knives and branding the boy’s
feet, a practice she began when he just
four and she was newly wed to his fa-
ther.  

It was only when a school teacher saw
his wounds that the abuse became clear.
She took the youngster to doctors who
uncovered dozens of other injuries, in-
cluding a burn blister that needed urgent
medical intervention.

Bare-cheeked
bickering
A STRIPTEASE by dozens of fed-up
Almeria teachers continues making
waves across Spain. Millions have now
viewed videos of the Full Monty protest
strip which has gone viral on social me-
dia and even featured on national televi-
sion. 

Demanding more investment in
public schools, some 70 teachers from
across the province, flung off their
clothes in a city bar with Joe Cocker’s
‘You can leave your hat on’ blaring in
the background. 

Now the late March spectacle is en-
couraging other stripteases across Spain
as teachers throughout the country fight
budget cuts and staff shortages. Public
protests are already being planned for
Almeria after the bravado courted plenty
of public attention, but little political ac-
tion.

Sound 
investment
ESSENTIAL works on the Paseo Mar-
itimo in Nijar are coming along swim-
mingly. A crack in the pavement inspired
the investment of €15,000 to completely
renovate the street and make it fit for a
tourist town on the up.  

The thousands of people who visit the
Paseo each weekend will soon be greet-
ed with a newly tarmaced pavement,
flower beds, green spaces and much im-

proved evening lighting. Mayor Esper-
anza Felices personally visited the Las
Negras site to give the workers her en-
couragement.

Record
turnover
PITA, the Almeria Science and Technol-

ogy Park, has enjoyed its finest financial
year in history. A total turnover of €326
million was the icing on the cake for the
exclusive complex, which also generated
1,722 jobs. 

Young and creative companies
housed in PITA invented 31 brand
new products last year, mostly related
to Almeria’s strong horticultural field. 

The park is part of a network of in-
stitutes located across the EU and is

valued at almost €30 million. 

Sadistic seating
THE decision to replace the iconic red
wooden benches providing respite to
weary Almeria pedestrians with new
fangled ‘homeless-proof’ benches is
generating more anger on social media.  

Already know as anti-mendigo (anti-
beggar) benches, the new street furniture
has an awkward armrest making it im-
possible for anyone except cats and chil-
dren to lie down. Almeria Council has
been denounced as heartless and inhu-
man by local residents over the move.  

THE huge gulf between the average expat treatment of ani-
mals and pet owner behaviour across Spain has been exposed
by an alarming report from the Veterinarian College of Alme-
ria (COLVET). Vets have warned that in most municipalities
in Almeria owners do not comply with important pet protec-
tion regulations. 

There are 103 municipalities in Almeria and only 26 have
signed health and census agreements with COLVET. The
agreements are crucial in identifying animals and providing
them with the best veterinary care possible.   

The vast majority of localities are in breach of regulations
demanding that cats, dogs and ferrets are individually identi-
fied through micro-chips within three months of birth. Non-
compliance presents a serious health risk, not only for ani-
mals, but for people too as feral animals overrun public areas.  

Interestingly, though perhaps not surprisingly, the 26 mu-
nicipalities in full compliance are also the expat strongholds
of the province. They include Albox, Carboneras, Gador,
Huercal-Overa, Macael, Mojacar, Nijar, Olula del Rio, Oria,
Pulpi, Viator and Vicar among others.

Petty differences reported
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The number of vehicles
recorded on Spain’s 166,003-
kilometre road network last

year, which includes 17,021 kms of motorways.

Postscr ipt  to  ponder
25.61 million

SPANISH FACTS OF LIFE...9

A RECORD number of international visitors flew into Spain
during 2016, and more than 80 per cent touched down at one
of operator AENA’s 46 airports.

Last year 75.6 million tourists visited the country, with
60.6 million travelling by plane.

Spain remains among the world’s top holiday destinations
for UK travellers, as more than 17.8 million holidaymakers
arrived last year, with 11.4 million from France and 11.2
million from Germany comprising the three key markets.

Spanish airports registered two million flights last year, a
7.5 per cent rise on 2015, and the total volume of passengers
increased by 11 per cent compared to the previous 12 months.

Madrid and Barcelona, historically Spain’s rival cities, re-
main the busiest airports and intercontinental hubs. Adolfo
Suarez Madrid-Barajas and Barcelona-El Prat airports are
ranked fifth and sixth in the EU in terms of passenger num-
bers, behind London’s Heathrow, Charles de Gaulle in Paris,
Schipol in Amsterdam, and Germany’s Frankfurt Airport.

In Spain, airports serving popular holiday destinations
make up the remainder of the ‘Top 10’ of the country’s
busiest commercial airfields, including Palma de Mallorca,
Malaga, Alicante, Gran Canaria, Tenerife South, Ibiza, Lan-
zarote and Valencia.

BUDGET carrier Ryanair came to the
rescue of much-maligned Castellon
Airport when it began flying from
Stansted and Bristol to the Valencian
destination in September 2015.

Officially opened four years earlier,
the facility cost more than €150 mil-
lion to build. Until scheduled Ryanair
flights arrived, Castellon’s runways
were used only by flights chartered by
football team Villarreal to travel to
away matches.

Ciudad Real airport, located 235km
south of Madrid, cost more than €1
billion to build and was designed to
process 2.5 million passengers a year.

Seen as a white elephant, it opened
in 2008 but its independent operator
went bust and it shut down in 2012.
Spanish budget carrier Vueling was the

last airline to use the runway and it is
hoped a potential €56 million sale, ap-
proved almost a year ago, eventually
comes to fruition.

Ghost in the airport machine 

TAKE OFF AND LANDING... With more than 230 million passengers in 2016, Spanish airports are
booming, and record-breaking numbers of tourists are expected to fly to or from the mainland and
islands this year.

Spain’s jet set 

CASTELLON AIRPORT: It is hoped a sale comes to fruition.

SPANISH AIRPORTS: Registered 2m flights last year.
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A BEAR cub found dead without
visible injuries by walkers in
Somiedo Natural Park, Asturias, is
thought to have suffered from
shock after falling down a wooded
slope.  

Down to earth
A SMALL plane with engine trouble
landed safely on a service station slip
road of the AP7 at Cardedeu, shortly
after taking off near Barcelona, with-
out injuries to drivers or the pilot. 

True cost
PIPELINE repair work could cost
€7 million following the theft by il-
legal drilling - which heightened the
risk of explosion and pollution - of
200,000 litres of fuel over the last
two years in Huelva, Cadiz, Sevilla
and Valencia.

Heaven’s above!
WEAPONS and explosives  from the
Spanish Civil War have been found
in a ceiling by workmen undertaking
renovation of the Convent of Santa
Teresa de Vic , Catalonia. 

Tweet terror
CASSANDRA VERA, a 21-year-old
student who recently sent 13 tweets
showing contempt and mockery of

terrorism victims over the 1970’s as-
sassination of Spanish Prime Minis-
ter Luis Carrero Blanco has been
sentenced by a Madrid court to one
year, though she will not need to
spend time in jail. 

Gang held
FOUR gang members including a
Bulgarian and his wife have been ar-
rested suspected of stealing mainly
cash and jewellery plus a gun in bur-
glaries in Pamplona, Valencia and
Zaragoza. 

On menu 
A SUITCASE left by a traveller
from Malabo Equatorial Guinea
while en-route from Madrid to Bil-
bao was found to include a dead
monkey and two pangolins which
were ready to cook.

Valencian assistance
A MERCADONA supermarket in
Valencia is to donate enough food to
the Sant Joan de Déu Serveis Socials
organisation for cooks to prepare 100
meals each day. Last year the store
and its customers donated more than
300 tons of food for the needy.  

Shop blast 
AN explosion in a Granada butcher’s
shop injured 10 people including a
child who was cycling by.

KNOWN as the ‘City of Three Cultures’ due to the co-existence
of Christians, Muslims and Jews, Toledo is likened to an open air
museum.

Once one of the main seats of Holy Roman Emperor Charles
V, Toledo as the capital of Castile-La Mancha was named a UN-
ESCO World Heritage Site in 1986.

Tracing its roots to Roman times, it overlooks the River Tagus
with visitors able to walk along its banks partly following the
route of Don Quixote while witnessing some of the famous wind-
mills.

Blades made from Toledo steel have become world famous al-
though they are now offered more as touristic items alongside
pottery and other artisan work in the old quarter. 

After visiting any of the numerous museums and historical
buildings, the area’s gastronomic delights include partridge,
pork and rabbit along with marzipan deserts.

A wide choice of modern hotels include some in historic build-
ings, but visitors need to consider that while summer tempera-
tures can be very high, those in winter can drop to near freezing.

on SPAIN
Around the nation in 7 stories

e yeDead cub 

Postcard
from
TOLEDO

• Al Green, Singer, April 13, 71
American R & B singer who had a string of
soul hits such as Let’s Stay Together, Tired of
Being Alone and Take Me to the River. He is
ranked at number 65 on the Rolling Stone list
of the 100 Greatest Artists of All Time.
• Robert Carlyle, Actor, April 14, 56
Scottish actor who has featured in various
TV shows such as Hamish Macbeth and
Cracker. He has also starred in many hit films
including Trainspotting, The Full Monty and
Angela’s Ashes. He used to work as a painter
and decorator after leaving school without
any qualifications at the age of 16.
• Jeffrey Archer, Politician/Author, April
15, 77
Former English politician who twice had to
end his career in politics as a result of a
scandal. The first was a financial scandal in
the 70’s which left him almost bankrupt and
in 2001 he ended up in jail for perjury and
perverting the course of justice. He is also a
best-selling author whose books have sold
around 330 million copies worldwide.
• Pope Benedict XVI, April 16, 90
Elected Pope following the death of Pope
John Paul II. He reigned from 2005 until
2013 when he resigned as he felt he lacked
“strength of mind and body” because of his
age. He was the first Pope to resign from the
position since Pope Gregory XII in 1415.
• Victoria Beckham, Singer/Fashion
Designer, April 17, 43
Otherwise known as Posh
Spice she is a former
member of the hugely
successful Spice Girls who
married the equally famous
English footballer David
Beckham. She has also
been a model and is now a successful
businesswoman and fashion designer.
• Jeff Dunham, Ventriloquist/Comedian,
April 18, 55
Comedian who is one of the most successful
stand-up acts in America. He is also well-
known for his ventriloquist act for which he
uses a variety of characters including Walter,
the grumpy old man, and Achmed the Dead
Terrorist.

Birthdays

have officially moved to Spain as part
of the EU resettlement programme
initiated last year.

Numbers that add up to local life
1,237 refugees 380 170 experts 

projection rooms have closed since
VAT tax increases on cinema films
was introduced in 2012.

from 20 countries are to meet in Grana-
da to discuss the Solar Orbiter Mission
planned next year to study the sun.



BRAVE cancer-fighter four-
year-old Leo Bermejo from
Almeria is more than half way
through his 31 sessions of pro-
ton beam therapy in Oklahoma.

The proton treatment in the
States follows Leo’s fourth
brain tumour operation in the
Alder Hey Children’s Hospital
in the UK.

The sessions, which are giv-
en Monday to Friday, have
gone to plan and mum, Karen,
has announced the family has
booked flights to leave Okla-
homa on April 27.

Speaking exclusively to the
Euro Weekly News from the
States, mum Karen said: “Leo
finishes treatment on the April
21 but we need to go a few
days later in case he has com-
plications.”

She also revealed that the
family received a generous do-
nation specifically to take the
children on a holiday after
Leo’s treatment has finished in
Oklahoma.

The family has booked to go
to Toronto where most of
Karen’s family live for five
days before returning to Spain
in early May.

Then Leo will begin  oral
chemotherapy before having a
crucial MRI scan back at Alder
Hey Children’s Hospital on
Merseyside.

You can follow Leo’s jour-
ney on the fund’s new Face-
book page: https://www. face
book.com/leothelions fight/ 

To give your support to the
ongoing Leo the Lion fundrais-
ing campaign here is how you
can donate:

www.gofundme.com/leothe
lion3

Paypal: karenlisakeefe@hot
mail.com

Spanish account:
Bank: Banco Sabadell
Account Name: Leo James

Bermejo
Account Number: ES69

0081 0597 0900 0602 1116
Swift: BSAB ESBB

UK account:
Bank: Royal Bank of Scot-

land
Account Name: Alda Keefe
Account Number: 17485819
Sort Code: 16-24-06
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ETA finally
disarms for all

OUR VIEW

WHILE Britain suffered the attacks of the IRA, around
800 deaths in Spain have been caused by Basque terror-
ist group ETA.

Over a period of 40 years the organisation was also
believed to have injured thousands of people and whilst
it initially attacked politicians and police officers, it
soon transferred its attacks to areas where tourists
flocked.

In the same way that Tunisia and Turkey have lost
thousands of visitors due to recent Daesh activity, Spain
saw similar losses when the ETA attacks were at their
height.

The past few years have seen a major softening of the
position of ETA, brought about in part by the success
that French and Spanish police have had in arresting
militant members. In 2011, it declared a permanent
truce with Spain, but the group still maintained its arms.

However, the group has now publicly confirmed that
it has ‘disarmed,’ so at least there is one piece of posi-
tive news in what continues to be a world still suffering
from conflict between groups with differing ideals and
aims.

Family of cancer boy
Leo the Lion plan 
their return to Spain

LEO THE LION: Is undergoing proton beam therapy.
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FOCUS groups of elderly
citizens are offering advice
on how to tailor local ser-
vices to suit an ageing de-
mographic. 

Vicar  is  pioneering a
new model of resident par-
ticipation in local decision
making to help ensure that
the special needs of seniors

are met. 
The Almerian town is

working with experts from
the World Health Organisa-
t ion to develop policies
which will make life easier,
and healthier,  for  older

generations.
Part of the plan involves

the setting up of 13 differ-
ent  focus groups,  where
cit izens are given the
chance to suggest improve-
ments to local infrastruc-

ture and service,  with
around 56 people having
participated so far.

Vera is  well  ahead of
schedule in this  respect .
WHO estimates that thou-
sands of western towns and
cities will experience a de-
mographic cris is  in the
coming decades. 

Tailor-made town 

DEMANDS to include Carboneras in the name of the Natural Park
Cabo de Gata-Nijar have already invited ridicule. Socialist council-
lors support the move, reported in last week’s EWN, by the PP-led
executive, but claim their proposal includes information on the nat-
ural park which was just copied and pasted from Wikipedia.  

The call centres on the fact that a substantial proportion of the
world famous Cabo de Gata natural park is actually in Carboneras.
Yet only Nijar, which contributes less space, is recognised in the of-
ficial name and enjoys the resultant recognition. 

The PP presented their demand as a bold new move. But the So-
cialists pointed out that they’ve made the call in 2010, but have been
ignored. They also evaluated the proposal and found it to be a word
for word, graphic for graphic, literal copy of the national park’s
Spanish Wikipedia page, which was last properly updated in 2008.

Mocked in
translation 
By Matthew Elliott 

A MODEST company from the
Almanzora Valley which rose
to become a global giant is now
the official sponsor of ‘The 50
Best Restaurants in the World
2017 contest.’  

Cosentino has won world-
wide acclaim for its quartz sur-

faces, especially favoured in
luxury kitchens. The Almeria
company was founded in
Macael by a husband and wife
team in the 1940s.

Cosentino is now a major
global player in the restaurant
world, and provide star quality.

Queens of quartz



Red Cross hits breaking point

THE Spanish Red Cross has
warned that it is being over-
whelmed by the sheer num-
bers of refugees arriving on
the shores of Almeria. 

With just three months of
2017 gone by they have al-
ready attended to more than
1,000 people who have ar-
rived on 40 different boats. 

By April last year the fig-
ure was just 183 people on
16 boats. This year has seen
a 500 per cent increase and
there  are  count less  thou-
sands relying on shelter and

urgent medical and psycho-
logical care from the Alme-
ria branch of the Red Cross. 

The new arrivals only add
to the wider pressure which
is  quickly pi l ing on Red
Cross workers. In Almeria
Province alone more than
60,000 people rely on them
for shelter and urgent med-

ical and psychological care.
Among them are  other

immigrants ,  the unem-
ployed, drug addicts, home-
less ,  orphaned chi ldren,
abused women,  and the
mentally ill. Elderly people

in need of urgent assistance
account for about 5,000 cas-
es  and those numbers  are
increasing at the same rate
new immigrants arrive, ris-
ing by 176 per cent in the
first quarter of 2017. 

By Matthew Elliott
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Eyebrow
raiser 
A NIJAR man was arrested
after paying for a second-
hand €679 iPhone 6 with a
fake €500 note. Police be-
lieve it was no mistake and
the suspect masterminded
an elaborate forgery ring. 

Tax trouble 
TAX revenue from Alme-
ria residents rose by 13.4
per cent last year, the sec-
ond highest rise in An-
dalucia, contrasting with
just 4.3 per cent in Mala-
ga. Total revenue was
€542 million.

New home 
A NEW home for senior cit-
izens will be built in Gar-
rucha on a two-storey,
7,000 square metre plot
with plans for 35 bed-
rooms, day care centre, re-
habilitation suite and social
facilities.

NEWS EXTRA

RED CROSS: Being
overwhelmed.

More than
60,000 people
rely on them

for shelter and
medical care.

REFUGEES: Arriving on the shores of Almeria.



SPECIAL new tourist infor-
mation points have opened
across  Nijar  to  help the

huge inf lux of  Easter
touris ts  f ind their  way
around and explore some of
the town’s most  fantast ic
sights.  

The information centres
can be found in Aguamarga,
Las Negras and San Jose.
They are  open each day
from 10am to 3pm unt i l
Monday April 17. Helpful
officials will direct people
to beaches, museums, na-
ture trails, hotels, cliffs and,
of course, the volcanoes.  

They will provide a font
of wisdom on local cafés,
bars, tourist attractions and
cultural expeditions. Nijar
has  spent  the past  few
weeks frantically scrubbing
and repairing its beaches in
time for the Easter rush. 
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Shower
perv jailed 
A JUDGE jailed a 69-
year-old man seen mas-
turbating in an Almeria
leisure centre shower be-
hind a young girl. He was
caught by the child’s fa-
ther but luckily her back
was turned and she didn’t
witness a thing. 

Fruit fire 
A LORRY loaded with
oranges caught fire on
the A-7 motorway at Ni-
jar forcing a huge early
morning firefighting op-
eration that caused a
four kilometre rush
hour traffic jam. 

Feet friendly 
PLANS are afoot to com-
pletely pedestrianise the
commercial centre of Alme-
ria, with €800,000 already
especially earmarked for
the Paseo de Almeria. 

Red flame
THE leader of United
Left in Almeria Province,
Vanesa Segura, tragically
died aged just 36. Trib-
utes from all sides of the
political spectrum flooded
in for the firebrand moth-
er who spent her life
fighting for all Almerians.  

NEWS EXTRA

THE city flag waved at
half mast as Almeria
mayor Ramon Fernandez-
Pacheco declared two
days of official mourning
for the three youngsters
burned alive in a horrific
cave fire. 

Condolences have
poured in from across the
country as the city recov-
ers from the April 3 blaze
and police continue their
investigation. 

Manslaughter charges
against some of the five
teenage suspects remain a
distinct possibility. One,
aged 17, remains in cus-
tody. Another minor is al-
so being questioned.
Three have been allowed
home. 

Their stories on how
the fire, which killed a
21-year-old man and two
young girls, 12 and 15,

came to start are ‘contra-
dictory’ according to ini-
tial police reports. 

The trio were trapped
in a La Molineta cave,
unable to escape as a
burning sofa blocked
their path at around 8pm
that evening. The only
other exit was barricaded
with a large rock at the
popular teenage hang out
spot. 

Police are taking a wit-
ness statement from one
man who appears to have
escaped the fire and run
for help before the flames
grew too large. They are
working on the hypothe-
sis that someone lit the
sofa with a cigarette
lighter and the situation
quickly spun out of con-
trol. 

Other flammable mate-
rials around the area, also
used as a dump, fanned
the flames and produced
toxic smoke.

Police seem certain
that none of the suspects
acted maliciously, but
their response to the fire
will be crucial in deter-
mining what, if any, crim-
inal charges they face. 

Probe into
blaze horror

The only
other exit

was barricaded
with a large

rock.

Adventure avenue 

By Matthew Elliott 

HELPING HAND: Information point at Las Negras.
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‘A WOMAN’S t ime has
come’ read political plac-
ards across Almeria during
a visit from the PSOE So-
cialist President of Andalu-
cia, Susana Diaz.

Female activists flocked
to offer their support for Di-
az, who is tipped as a future
leader  of  Spain’s  second
biggest party.  

Women from every corner
of the province arrived in
Almeria City to hear Diaz
speak and voice their sup-
port for a female leader to
f inal ly  take the reins  of
power in national politics.

A group of nine Almeria
women made a video argu-
ing that ,  while  Spain has
taken great leaps forward

since embracing democracy
in the 1970s,  women are
still fighting for equality.  

Diaz’s party, the PSOE,
now has a quota insist ing
that at least one in four of
its candidates for public of-
fice are female. At just 42,
Diaz has plenty of time to
develop her credentials as a
future prime minister.

SUSANA DIAZ: Almeria women show love and support for her.

Show stealing Queen 
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The UK government’s Spring
Budget introduced the ‘Overseas
Transfer Charge’ – an immediate tax
on certain transfers to offshore
pension schemes. 

Previously, expatriates could move
UK pension funds into a Qualifying
Recognised Overseas Pension Scheme
(QROPS) without paying UK tax. This
applied regardless of residency or where
your QROPS was based, unless your
total funds exceeded the lifetime
pension allowance (currently £1
million). Since 9th March, however,
under certain circumstances the UK
taxman can automatically claim 25% of
funds being transferred – of any value.  
Who will this affect?

The good news is that most
expatriates in Spain will be unaffected.
You will not be liable if both you and
your QROPS are in the European
Economic Area (EEA), or you are both
based in the same country.

Currently, the EEA includes all 28
EU member states (incorporating
Gibraltar) plus Iceland, Norway and
Liechtenstein. So generally only those
moving UK pensions to excluded
jurisdictions in which they are not
resident – like Switzerland, Guernsey or
Monaco – face liability. 
The five-year liability trap

Transferred UK pension funds

remain taxable by HMRC for five full
tax years. So if your circumstances
change to bring you in line for the
transfer tax, you could still face a 25%
tax bill on the transferred value. This
could happen, for example, if you
become tax resident in a non-EEA area
within five tax years of transferring. 

It could also apply if you move funds
from a QROPS to another scheme (an

‘onward transfer’) that does not meet
the criteria for tax-free transfers. Other
than being based outside the EEA, a
pension scheme could invite tax
penalties for allowing members to access
their funds under the UK age limit of
55.   

Note that the five-year clock starts
ticking from 5th April following the
transfer date. This means that the
liability period can actually be closer to
six years for transfers made on or just
after 6th April in any given year. 
Why consider a QROPS?

Expatriates transferring to a QROPS
can potentially enjoy significant tax
advantages and flexibility over UK
pensions.

Funds in a QROPS are sheltered
from UK taxation on income and
gains. Also, they will no longer count
towards your lifetime pension
allowance (LTA), enabling
unlimited growth without attracting

the 55% or 25% LTA tax penalties.
Another advantage concerns estate

planning. While many UK pensions are
payable only to your spouse on death,
QROPS offers flexibility to include
other heirs and roll across generations. 

QROPS may also provide greater
investment diversification compared to
UK pension schemes, and more
freedom to vary your income and hold
savings in multiple currencies. This
can potentially insulate pension
income from volatility in the Pound
and the Euro – especially important
during current Brexit uncertainty. 

While your pension income may still
be taxed in Spain, with good planning
you can usually set up your QROPS to
be highly tax-efficient. 

However, transferring a UK pension
is not suitable for everyone and
differences between QROPS providers
and jurisdictions could affect the tax
benefits. There may be alternative

investment structures offering
expatriates the same, if not better,
benefits to a QROPS. 

In any case, it is important to take
regulated, personalised advice to protect
your pension savings from scams and
unsuitable investments. Carefully
explore your options and consider
acting now – before Brexit triggers
further changes – to secure the
retirement lifestyle of your choice in
Spain.

Summarised tax information is based
upon our understanding of current laws
and practices which may change. This
article is general in nature and should not
be construed as providing any personalised
taxation and/or investment advice.
Individuals should seek personalised
advice.

Keep up to date on the financial
issues that may affect you on the
Blevins Franks news page at
www.blevinsfranks.com.

By Gerald 
Turner, Partner, 
Blevins Franks

Don’t lose a quarter of your
pension pot to the UK taxman
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A COURT identified a thief who engaged in a one-night-stand
with his victim by sampling DNA from a used condom. The
crooked Cupid stole a laptop, camera and two phones worth
almost €1,000 as he snuck out while the woman slept. 

Despite the shock of waking up to a robbery, the woman
kept her wits about her, contacted police carefully preserving
the condom as evidence. This decision saw her compensated
with €921.13 whilst he earned a one-year trip to prison.

Crook’s evidence sample

Tax terror
A YEAR-LONG manhunt
ended with the arrest of a
man who terrorised Tor-
recardenas taxi drivers,
robbing them at knifepoint
after hailing late night cabs
from the hospital.  

Wrong man  
A YOUNG Almeria man
in prison for murder saw
his sentence overturned
by the Supreme Court.
He was convicted in 2016
of murdering a man for
€130,000 but the chief
witness lied at the stand. 

Child
friendly 
VERA and Vicar are to be-
come child-friendly cities
under a new UNICEF
global initiative which
places children first, elimi-
nating poverty and exclu-
sion while providing educa-
tion and life opportunities. 

NEWS EXTRA

MILLIONS of wealthy fly-
ers from New York,
London, Miami and
other  global
ci t ies  wil l  be
reading al l
about Almeria
from an al t i -
tude of
40,000ft.

The province
has secured a ma-
jor  coup and is
featured in
t h e

special Easter edition of Air
Europa magazine.  

Dis t r ibuted on
major long-haul
flights with des-
tinations rang-
ing from Ger-
many and
Israel, to Chile
and the US, the
magazine has  a

monthly reader-
ship of 1.8 million
people .  And that

doesn’t include
the millions

r e a d -

ing it online.  
With travellers as the tar-

get audience, Almeria hopes
the t remendous publ ici ty
will see even more tourists
flock to its shores this sum-
mer.

Tourism chiefs have been
working tirelessly to pro-
mote the province and, with
the Air Europa piece alone,
already have 5,000 new
Almeria  lovers  on Face-
book.  

Videos from local heart-
throb David Bisbal, Ferrari
choosing Cabo de Gata for
i ts  latest  f i lm advert ,  and
English and German cam-
paigns in London and Mu-
nich have helped put Alme-
r ia  among the top global
dest inat ions for  summer
2017. 

Mile high club 

DAVID BISBAL:
Singer also doing
his bit to put
Almeria on the map.





NEWS13 - 19 April 2017 / Costa de Almería www.euroweeklynews.com14

PROUD expats and native
residents are being urged to
vote for Mojacar as the fa-
mous village edges closer to
becoming the new brand
ambassador for  Volkswa-
gen. As previously reported
by EWN, the German manu-
facturer  is  looking for  a
Spanish village to name its
new SEAT car after.  

They have selected a
small shortlist and opened
the debate  up to  a  publ ic
vote, although the result is

not binding. At present Mo-
jacar is second with more
than 5,000 votes, behind the
picturesque northern town
of Puebla  de Sanabria  in
Zamora on almost 8,000.  

The winner  wil l  be im-
mortal ised in  the SEAT
SUV scheduled for release
in 2018 and join other lumi-
nar ies ,  Ibiza,  Ronda and
Marbella in the Volkswagen
hal l  of  fame.  All  of  this
year ’s  entr ies  are  l is ted
among the most beautiful
pueblos in Spain.  

Voting can be done on the
ABC news network,
through its website or Face-
book with the deadline soon
to expire. 

Immortalised in SEAT 
VOLKSWAGEN: If anything the Mojacar edition should be old school.

All of this
year’s en-

tries are listed
among the most
beautiful pueb-
los in Spain.







El Eyesore saga wraps up
THE group behind the noto-
rious EL Algarrobico hotel,
named one of the ugliest in
the world by The Telegraph,
has no right to claim €70
million compensation for its
demolition. 

That is the latest verdict
from the Andalucian Consul-
tative Council (CCA) which
firmly backs the government
in the bitter legal battle.  

Ruling that Azata del Sol,
which buil t  the infamous
Carboneras eyesore, knew
full well that construction
breached strict coastal pro-
tect ion laws,  the CCA
claims the company doesn’t
have a legal leg to stand on.  

Since demolition was fi-
nally achieved after almost a

decade of legal wrangling,
Azata has demanded to be
fully compensated for the
expense of half building the
411-room blemish on the
gorgeous Cabo de Gata
landscape. 

The firm claims it is due
€70,042,712 in damages
from the Andalucian gov-
ernment. But the CCA said
that Azata cannot possibly
claim ignorance that con-

struction on the site was for-
bidden.  Legal  documents
show they were aware that
building within 100 metres
of the shore was illegal, al-
though Azata was hardly the

only party to blame.  
It is unlikely to be the fi-

nal nail in the coffin of the
hugely embarrassing El
Agarrobico saga as Azata is
likely to appeal. 

There are also pending tri-
als launched by Greenpeace
against the present and for-
mer mayors of Carboneras
over their role in granting
planning permission. 

Seeing seven 
A TRUCK driver was
caught zigzagging down
the AP-7 motorway in
Almeria with a blood alco-
hol rate seven times the le-
gal limit. Guardia Civil of-
ficers chased him down
after witnessing his wildly
erratic manoeuvres.

Top tapas
THE winner of the 10th
annual Tapas Route of
Almeria was city restau-
rant the Catamaran,
which beat stiff competi-
tion to claim the presti-
gious award. La Taberna
Nuestra Tierra, however,
won the most votes on
Facebook.

Super week 
ONLY half way through but
Semana Santa is already a
booming success. Hotel oc-
cupancy rates in the pic-
turesque Cabo de Gata-Ni-
jar Natural Park are at a
stunning 95 per cent. 

Digital divide
YOUNGSTERS from Mo-
jacar, Pulpi and Olula del
Rio are getting to grips
with robots, 3D printing,
artificial intelligence and
digital photography prepar-
ing for careers that will be
different to their parents.

NEWS EXTRA
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It is unlikely
to be the final

nail in the coffin
for the saga.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Ju
an

 L
ui

s 
Sa

nc
he

z, 
Fl

ick
r 

EL EYESORE: Hotel braces for demolition.  









www.euroweeklynews.comNEWS 13 - 19 April 2017 / Costa de Almería 21

YOUNG tennis players wil l  be
smashing their serves as the hunt
fo r  t he  nex t  Ra fae l  Nada l  o r
John McEnroe  reaches  the  Al-
manzora Valley. 

The  seven th  ed i t i on  o f  t he
provincial circuit, organised by
the Royal Spanish Tennis Feder-
ation, is coming to Albox, Huer-
cal-Overa and Vera in July.  

The competit ion sees young-
s te rs  in  d i ffe ren t  age ,  sex  and
sk i l l  ca tegor ies  p lay  th ree  se t
matches to fight for a spot in the
national championships.

The top four players in Alme-
ria will be seeded at the national
level  and  on  course  to  take  on
the  ve ry  bes t  i n  the  wor ld  a t
Wimbledon someday.

Hunting for the next Nadal

THE Spanish government has
slashed its 2017 investment
budget for Almeria by 80 per
cent. Instant outrage accom-
panied Madrid’s decision, de-
scribed as a huge slap in the
face to the province. 

A new draft law presents a
total infrastructure budget for
Almeria of just €39.7 mil-
lion. In 2016 it was €200
million. Even more shocking-
ly, this year ’s purse is the
lightest since the euro was in-
troduced in 2002. 

The budget cut is so severe
that it amounts to spending of
just €56 for each Almeria
resident, down from €291
last year, or €311 in 2015. 

Leader of Almeria’s busi-
ness confederation Asempal,
Jose Cano Garcia, said that
not even in his worst night-
mare could he have imagined
such a scenario.

PSOE Socialist Party
leader in Almeria, Sonia Fer-
rer, called for mass protest ar-
guing the budget paints a
bleak picture of Almeria’s fu-
ture and betrays Spanish
Prime Minister Mariano Ra-
joy’s contempt for the
province. 

Fury is widespread among
all sectors. Agricultural
unions have said it is shame-
ful to treat the ‘orchard of Eu-
rope’ with such scant disre-
gard, especially when there is
dire need for improved irriga-
tion infrastructure.

Business leaders who have
spent recent weeks vigorously
campaigning for a new high
speed railway from Almeria
to Murcia were staggered by
the news. Already reeling
from the announcement that
there will be no railway in-
vestment until 2019, they dis-
covered there will be no like-
ly work on high speed
connections until 2025. 

Train lines aren’t the only
victims. Also off the agenda
is a much-needed project
linking the A-7 to the A-92 in
Viator. Investment in roads,
desalination plants, tourism
infrastructure, irrigation and
prisons will also take a seri-
ous hit as Madrid tightens the
purse strings. 

State
budget
slashed
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A DISABLED teenager
faces being separated from
his classmates due to budget
cuts in education. Adrian
Garcia, from Retomar, has
Angelman Syndrome (AS)
but thanks to intense efforts
from friends,  family and
teachers,  has managed to
live an almost normal life.  

AS sufferers experience

severe mental developmental
issues and are often called
Angels due to their angelic
and happy behaviour. 

In Adrian’s case his school
already has specially altered
classroom facilities that al-
low him to learn with the

other children.  
But cuts by the Andalu-

cian government mean that
the extra teacher needed will
no longer be funded. His
parents claim this amounts
to discrimination against the
disabled. They now have the

support of local left-wing
polit ician Miguel Busta-
mente who is making a legal
challenge against the region-
al parliament.  

His United Left party is
now involved in 100 legal
cases involving disabled
Almerians who claim to
have suffered discrimination
at the hands of the state.

No place for angels
UNDERCOVER patrols
will inspect farms to en-
sure that watermelons
and melons grown in
Almeria are of the finest
quality for export. The
green quality campaign
is essential to maintain
Almeria’s global reputa-
tion and booming pro-
duction market. 

More than 500 million
kilos of watermelon are
produced across the
province each year, ac-

counting for 46 per cent
of all Spanish exports.
Maximum rigour in qual-
i ty control guarantees
that diners from Paris to
Milan enjoy the juiciest
melons on the planet,
fresh from Almeria. 

Together the industry
earns the province more
than €100 million each
year.  Almost 9,000
hectares are entirely ded-
icated to watermelon
production. 

Watermelon detectives 

VINTAGE cars and mo-
torbikes are now exempt
from road tax in Mojacar.
In its latest meeting the
council approved modify-
ing the rules to allow ve-
hicles older than 25 years
to  escape the ever  in-
creasing tax. 

During the same meet-

ing councilors set the Va-
do tax rate at €80 per an-
num for standard garages
and parking areas. Only
owners of homes, shops
or  other  premises  who
want total  access to en-
trances at all times have
any obligation to pay the
tax.

Retro revolution 
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Charity clothes sale

MEMBERS of Fundraising in Arboleas, Car-
ing for Everyone (FACE) were very pleased
with the result of the clothes sale that was held
recently at the Saturday Los Llanos Market in
Arboleas.

A total of €103.65 was raised. All of the
clothes had been donated by friends and sup-
porters of FACE and the pitch was donated by
Jacqui and Jamie Durney of Android Man.
This means the entire money collated will be
used for future charitable causes.

New FACE president Carrie Green said that
she was very pleased with the first event or-

ganised under her stewardship and she would
like to thank the donators, the supporters and
the sponsors and Smooth FM Radio for all
their assistance in making this event possible.

The next big event that FACE will be organ-
ising will be the annual Summer Fair, which
will be held at the Hostel Meson in Arboleas,
provisionally on the evening of Friday June
23.

If you would like further information on
FACE please take a look at Face Charity on
Facebook, visit www.face-charity.com or e-
mail face-charity@hotmail.com. 

CLOTHES SALE: The money collected will be used for charitable causes.
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THE Anglican
Churches of  Costa
Almeria  and Costa
Calida will be host-
ing a  range of  ser-
vices  for  Semana
Santa.

On Maundy
Thursday, April 13,
at 6pm there will be
a Eucharis t  a t
Llanos.  There wil l
be a  Good Friday
service on  April 14
at 11am in Mojacar.
On Easter  Sunday,
April 16, there will
be a Holy Eucharist
at 11am in Mojacar,
11am in Llanos and
6pm in Aljambra.

Then on Monday
Apri l  17 there wil l
be a ‘posh picnic’ at
Llanos picnic  area
costing €10 includ-
ing food and cava.

Anglican
church
services

There
will be a

‘posh picnic’
on April 17

with food 
and cava.

MACS Oasis Fashion Show
THE Mojacar Area Cancer
Support group recently held
an Oasis fashion show at the
Hotel Punta Cantal in Mo-
jacar, and raised €670 in
support of their volunteers
and supporters. 

The event highlighted
beautiful clothes worn by
beautiful models. The popu-
lar local entertainer, Kay
Frances, added a special
touch to the proceedings. 

The fashion show brings in
funds for this registered chari-
ty which depends on donations
and the commitment of its vol-
unteers. The continuous sup-
port is much appreciated and
inspires everyone involved. FASHION SHOW: Beautiful clothes and beautiful models.





NEWS13 - 19 April 2017 / Costa de Almería www.euroweeklynews.com26







By John Smith

INVISIBLE earnings from prostitution
and drug trafficking that help make up
the National Income of the UK are to
provide an aid boost to Third World
nations.  

The news is likely to annoy tens of
thousands of British pensioners who
claim - in Spain and throughout the
world - that their hard earned taxes are
being wasted whilst they fear that their
pensions may be frozen after Brexit.

David Cameron promised that
Britain would commit 0.7 per cent of

its national budget on foreign aid and
with estimated illegal income added to
the 2016 figures due to an instruction
from the European Union, the amount

has increased accordingly. 
A number of MPs including conser-

vative Andrew Rosindell are calling
for the promise to be ignored as they

believe that the money should be spent
in the UK on social services and the
NHS along with other important caus-
es. 

According to the MP, whilst Britain
has a duty to help those overseas in
genuine need, there is little public sup-
port for a system which simply hands
out money based on an imaginary na-
tional income. 

Committing £13.3 billion (€15.5
billion) on foreign aid based on 2016
figures, Britain is one of the few coun-
tries in the world which meets or ex-
ceeds international aid targets.

AT least 20,000 British residents in
Spain may be due a mortgage refund.

This is the estimated number of peo-
ple who took mortgages which included
a ‘ground clause’ fixing the rate of inter-
est regardless of how the bank rate
moved.

This was beneficial when interest rates
were high, but when they dropped many
paid far more interest than was consid-
ered fair and banks have been instructed
by government to compensate those in-
volved.

The UK Treasury said refunds may be
liable to taxation.

By John Smith

FERROVIAL, the Spanish com-
pany that runs Heathrow Airport
in London, is not to seek further
investments in the UK until after
the Brexit process has been com-
pleted.

The company reported very
solid results at its annual share-
holders meeting in Madrid and ac-
knowledged that the UK was an
important market but they were
uncertain of the future.

Chairman of the group which
runs Heathrow as well as other
UK airports, Rafael del Pino said
that the company was conserva-

tive in nature and saw no opportu-
nities in the UK at present.

Having secured part of the
High Speed Rail contract in the
UK and with the public consulta-
tion on the third runway at
Heathrow finishing in May, the
company which earns 30 per cent
of its income from the UK doesn’t
however rule out significant new
investment within the next five
years.

Having expanded its interna-
tional reach through takeovers, the
company has increased turnover
to €10.759 billion and increased
dividend by 2.3 per cent over
2015.

Match fixing 
POLICE arrested five officials
from a Spanish football club on
suspicion of match fixing after
they lost 12-0.

Investigations are being under-
taken by both the police and
Spanish Football Federation after
third division side Eldense were
beaten by Barcelona B amidst ac-
cusations of a deliberate attempt
to benefit from placing bets on
the result.

Unicaja shares
UNICAJA BANK will issue an
additional €625 million in share
capital later this month if stock-
holders agree.

The Bank will then apply to be
the first Malaga-based company
on the Bolsa de Madrid (stock
exchange) and if successful will
then repay government bail-out
loans.

More jobs
UNEMPLOYMENT will drop to
16.6 per cent this year as the
economy improves, the  Spanish
government predicts. 

Much of the new employment
will occur in the government sec-
tor including health care, educa-
tion and social services.

RUSSIAN investors in Spain who once were said
to focus mainly on buying residential properties
now concentrate more on commercial buildings. 

A report by Russian property group Tranio, says
Spain is likely to be one of the most attractive targets

for investors looking for long term rental income of
well-sited commercial property during 2017.

Smaller Russian investors who used to purchase
holiday homes are now more sophisticatedly look-
ing for rental income.

is the total Gross National Income figure for Britain in 2016
on which percentage is calculated.

Quote of the Week
This is a great victory for European consumers,” Miapetra Kumpula,
European Parliament spokesperson, on removal of mobile phone

roaming charges within the EU from June 15.

£1.19 trillion
(€1.39 trillion) 

Possible tax 
refund on way Paying up on crime increases aid 

Switching their fortunes 
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is the number of new vehicles Swedish car manufacturer Volvo predicts it will sell in Spain this year. 
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3M 189,990 +0,05% 0,100 113M
AMERICAN EXPRESS 77,7700 -0,19% -0,1500 70M
APPLE 143,340 -0,22% -0,320 752M
BOEING CO 178,850 +0,83% 1,480 108M
CATERPILLAR 95,520 -0,31% -0,300 56M
CHEVRON 108,86 -0,39% -0,43 206M
CISCO SYSTEMS 32,960 -0,36% -0,120 165M
COCA-COLA 42,61 -0,14% -0,06 182M
DU PONT(EI) DE NMR 80,0500 -0,73% -0,5900 69M
EXXON MOBIL 82,76 -0,30% -0,25 343M
GENERAL ELECTRIC 29,9900 +0,20% 0,0600 261M
GOLDMAN SACHS 227,88 -0,33% -0,76 90M
HOME DEPOT 147,1300 -0,07% -0,1100 176M
IBM 172,14 -0,18% -0,31 162M
INTEL CORP 36,0300 +0,00% 0,0000 170M
J.P.MORGAN CHASE 86,1800 -0,35% -0,3000 306M
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 124,9200 -0,10% -0,1300 338M
MC DONALD'S CORP 129,9600 -0,15% -0,1900 106M
MERCK AND CO. NEW 63,13 -0,17% -0,11 173M
MICROSOFT 65,680 -0,08% -0,050 507M
NIKE 55,11 -0,05% -0,03 72M
PFIZER 34,1000 -0,03% -0,0100 203M
PROCTER AND GAMBLE 89,230 -0,19% -0,170 228M
TRAVELERS CIES 120,15 -0,32% -0,39 33M
UNITED TECHNOLOGIE 112,99 +0,52% 0,58 90M
UNITEDHEALTH GROUP 166,02 +0,41% 0,68 158M
VERIZON COMMS 48,66 +0,47% 0,23 198M
VISA 88,74 -0,39% -0,35 164M
WAL-MART STORES 72,9000 +2,06% 1,4700 221M
WALT DISNEY CO 112,5800 -0,42% -0,4700 178M

Kleinwort Benson Elite PCC Ltd

Lloyds Banking Group PLC 63.08 0.05 0.08 16,865.72
London Stock Exchange Grp... 3232.50 -4.00 -0.12 17.72
Marks & Spencer Group PLC 342.15 5.20 1.54 1,134.94
Mediclinic International PLC 705.00 5.50 0.79 162.53
Merlin Entertainments PLC 482.80 2.50 0.52 132.21
Micro Focus International PLC 2455.00 14.00 0.57 76.48
Mondi PLC 1948.50 1.00 0.05 56.01
Morrison (Wm) Supermarkets 232.70 -1.60 -0.68 292.09
National Grid PLC 1027.50 -5.00 -0.48 462.14
Next PLC 4052.00 29.00 0.72 39.35
Old Mutual PLC 190.10 -1.80 -0.94 764.24
Paddy Power Betfair PLC 8412.50 5.00 0.06 4.97
Pearson PLC 640.50 0.57 0.09 275.46
Persimmon PLC 2177.00 31.00 1.44 198.07
Provident Financial PLC 3139.00 -18.00 -0.57 22.64
Prudential PLC 1676.25 1.50 0.09 204.00
Randgold Resources Ltd 7292.50 -115.60 -1.56 102.23
Reckitt Benckiser Group PLC 7325.00 -63.00 -0.85 61.44
RELX PLC 1577.50 0.00 0.00 189.02
Rentokil Initial PLC 251.20 0.20 0.08 122.70
Rio Tinto PLC 3304.75 50.50 1.55 447.77
Rolls-Royce Holdings PLC 798.75 1.50 0.19 735.80
Royal Bank of Scotland Grou... 236.60 -1.60 -0.67 503.85
Royal Dutch Shell PLC 2237.25 -8.50 -0.38 329.06
Royal Mail PLC 409.60 -5.60 -1.35 275.41
RSA Insurance Group PLC 592.50 2.50 0.42 73.99
Sage Group (The) PLC 631.75 -1.00 -0.16 128.94
Sainsbury (J) PLC 260.75 -1.00 -0.38 517.54
Schroders PLC 3122.00 7.00 0.22 17.80
Scottish Mortgage Investmen... 370.70 0.78 0.21 418.37
Severn Trent PLC 2401.50 -2.00 -0.08 48.35
Shire PLC 4579.75 17.50 0.38 224.32
Sky PLC 967.25 -2.00 -0.21 371.96
Smith & Nephew PLC 1239.00 3.00 0.24 168.18
Smiths Group PLC 1631.50 -3.00 -0.18 172.69
Smurfit Kappa Group PLC 2050.50 -10.00 -0.49 47.75
SSE PLC 1481.50 -5.00 -0.34 249.97
Standard Chartered PLC 740.60 -1.60 -0.22 508.83
Standard Life PLC 370.20 1.60 0.43 458.20
St James's Place PLC 1039.50 10.00 0.97 136.16
Taylor Wimpey PLC 195.20 0.70 0.36 2,158.17
Tesco PLC 189.80 0.10 0.05 3,380.80
TUI AG 1097.50 3.00 0.27 42.58
Unilever PLC 4019.75 -21.00 -0.52 183.52
United Utilities Group PLC 1002.00 -1.00 -0.10 84.86
Vodafone Group PLC 202.58 -0.65 -0.32 4,182.99
Whitbread PLC 4033.00 10.84 0.27 27.09
Wolseley PLC 4946.50 -2.00 -0.04 29.19
Worldpay Group PLC 300.95 -0.80 -0.27 132.01
WPP PLC 1731.50 1.00 0.06 132.70

Most Advanced
Akorn, Inc. $ 29.77 4.55 ▲ 18.04%
Depomed, Inc. $ 13.75 1.76 ▲ 14.68%
Conatus Pharmaceuticals Inc. $ 6.30 0.70 ▲ 12.50%
Affimed N.V. $ 2.35 0.20 ▲ 9.30%
Kandi Technologies Group, Inc. $ 4.35 0.35 ▲ 8.75%
Impax Laboratories, Inc. $ 13.75 1 ▲ 7.84%
Loxo Oncology, Inc. $ 47.80 3.22 ▲ 7.22%
Origin Agritech Limited $ 2.24 0.15 ▲ 7.18%
VelocityShares Daily 2x VIX Short Term ETN $ 37.92 2.52 ▲ 7.12%
IES Holdings, Inc. $ 18.85 1.25 ▲ 7.10%
Aurinia Pharmaceuticals Inc $ 7.05 0.46 ▲ 6.98%

Most Declined
HTG Molecular Diagnostics, Inc. $ 6.51 0.73 ▼ 10.08%
Xcel Brands, Inc $ 2.75 0.305 ▼ 9.98%
Protagonist Therapeutics, Inc. $ 10.35 1.03 ▼ 9.05%
Rocket Fuel Inc. $ 4.46 0.39 ▼ 8.04%
NewLink Genetics Corporation $ 16.19 1.35 ▼ 7.70%
Atara Biotherapeutics, Inc. $ 17.10 1.40 ▼ 7.57%
Karyopharm Therapeutics Inc. $ 11.36 0.90 ▼ 7.34%
Angie's List, Inc. $ 5.59 0.41 ▼ 6.83%
PriceSmart, Inc. $ 87 5.85 ▼ 6.30%
Collectors Universe, Inc. $ 26.89 1.80 ▼ 6.27%
Foamix Pharmaceuticals Ltd. $ 4.44 0.28 ▼ 5.93%
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3i Group PLC 759.75 4.00 0.53 98.44
Admiral Group PLC 2006.00 3.00 0.15 22.59
Anglo American PLC 1254.25 18.50 1.50 502.59
Antofagasta PLC 875.50 6.32 0.73 201.07
Ashtead Group PLC 1687.50 -4.00 -0.24 67.26
Associated British Foods PLC 2518.50 36.00 1.45 75.74
AstraZeneca PLC 4774.50 -19.50 -0.41 184.95
Aviva PLC 511.50 -2.36 -0.46 589.03
Babcock International Group... 889.25 6.95 0.79 165.30
BAE Systems PLC 648.25 -1.00 -0.15 525.95
Barclays PLC 214.72 -0.60 -0.28 5,093.89
Barratt Developments PLC 560.75 2.00 0.36 197.21
BHP Billiton PLC 1357.25 70.00 5.44 4,357.11
BP PLC 468.95 -1.45 -0.31 1,740.51
British American Tobacco PLC 5338.50 -19.00 -0.35 155.92
British Land Co PLC 647.75 -0.34 -0.05 314.64
BT Group PLC 312.65 0.57 0.18 1,428.31
Bunzl PLC 2334.00 -13.00 -0.55 9.19
Burberry Group PLC 1771.50 -2.00 -0.11 102.15
Carnival PLC 4630.00 12.00 0.26 33.96
Centrica PLC 217.15 -0.70 -0.32 755.82
Coca-Cola HBC AG 2059.00 -22.00 -1.06 46.75
Compass Group PLC 1521.50 -5.90 -0.39 215.01
ConvaTec Group PLC 281.70 1.50 0.54 90.12
CRH PLC 2776.00 -24.00 -0.86 54.35
Croda International PLC 3498.50 6.00 0.17 32.13
DCC PLC 6997.50 -105.00 -1.48 6.81
Diageo PLC 2272.75 -8.50 -0.37 474.95
Direct Line Insurance Group... 345.45 1.00 0.29 213.30
easyJet PLC 1053.00 10.00 0.96 114.68
Experian PLC 1612.00 -5.00 -0.31 69.27
Fresnillo PLC 1601.00 -23.00 -1.42 88.52
GKN PLC 356.10 -0.10 -0.03 240.75
GlaxoSmithKline PLC 1641.75 4.50 0.27 785.45
Glencore PLC 324.78 3.60 1.12 4,091.08
Hammerson PLC 584.50 -1.50 -0.26 181.84
Hargreaves Lansdown PLC 1327.50 -2.00 -0.15 31.42
Hikma Pharmaceuticals PLC 1927.00 43.00 2.28 94.59
HSBC Holdings PLC 658.50 3.90 0.60 2,944.05
Imperial Brands PLC 3898.75 -14.50 -0.37 73.38
Informa PLC 646.25 3.50 0.54 77.79
InterContinental Hotels Gro... 3934.00 10.00 0.25 13.73
International Consolidated ... 530.25 6.50 1.24 1,048.40
Intertek Group PLC 3989.50 -8.00 -0.20 5.90
Intu Properties PLC 286.25 0.20 0.07 217.09
ITV PLC 215.00 -0.70 -0.32 1,446.31
Johnson Matthey PLC 3007.50 -23.00 -0.76 16.97
Kingfisher PLC 323.55 -0.10 -0.03 498.18
Land Securities Group PLC 1098.00 0.00 0.00 137.73
Legal & General Group PLC 246.15 -0.10 -0.04 841.10

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE NET / %

US dollar...............................................................1.05881
Japan yen .............................................................117.828
Switzerland franc ............................................1.06846
Denmark kroner...............................................7.43624
Norway kroner ..................................................9.17035

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MONEY WITH US

See our
advert on
opposite

page

0.85389 1.17110

LONDON - FTSE 100
CLOSING PRICES APRIL 10

Units per €

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE %CHANGE VOLUME

NASDAQ
CLOSING PRICES APRIL 10

currenciesdirect.com/mojacar • Tel: +34 950 478 914
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By Karl Smallman

THE European Central Bank (ECB)
has released a new version of the
€50 bank note with more security
measures  tha t  wi l l  he lp  prevent
counterfeiting.

The new bank note that came in-
to circulation on April 4 is a slight-
ly  d i fferent  colour  and has  been
manufactured on a firmer and more
resistant paper and incorporates a
hologram. And when you turn i t ,
the silver band on the right shows
the value of the note and the euro
symbol (€).

It is very easy to check a real eu-
ro bank note by using the simple
FEEL, LOOK and TILT method. 

A special printing process gives
the banknotes their unique FEEL.

LOOK at  the banknote against
the light. The portrait window and
watermark as well as the security
thread become visible.

TILT the banknote. The silvery
stripe reveals a portrait of Europa in a
transparent window and the emerald
number displays an effect of the light
that moves up and down.

The new design, designed by the
German Reinhold Gerstetter, fol-
lows the line of new five, 10 and 20
euro banknotes that have been in-
troduced over the last three years.

In addit ion,  the new bank note
includes countries that have joined
the European Union since 2002.

And the acronym of the issuer,
the ECB, appears in nine linguistic
variants, instead of the initial five.

The €50 is the most used bank
note in the euro zone, where there
are more than 8,000 million, which
represents 45 per cent of the total
bank notes in circulation.

This  change  i s  welcomed by
many as the exist ing €50 note is
the most  regularly counterfei ted
and a regular miscreant in Girona
has just been arrested with material
from which fake notes with a face
value of €450,000 could have been
made.

A REPORT issued by Spanish
tourist organisation Exceltur con-
firms that tourism income has
grown in the first quarter of
2017.

The bulk of the growth is dri-
ven by visitors from overseas and
the Brexit result doesn’t appear to
have discouraged British visitors
nor is it likely to this year.

Numbers of foreign visitors
have increased and hotel demand
has also increased allowing for
owners to increase prices and
profits.

Whilst the strength of the ex-
ternal market has grown, Spanish
holidaymakers are flying inter-
nally less often and are also
spending less in hotels whilst
looking more to make bookings
in rental properties.

It is forecast however that the
situation will improve in the sec-
ond quarter as bookings for Holy
Week (Semana Santa) were very
strong and the most popular ar-
eas for the major increase in
tourism generally are considered
to be Andalucia, the Canaries
and Madrid.

Increase in
tourist spending

EWN32 FINANCE, BUSINESS & LEGAL13 - 19 April 2017 / Costa de Almería www.euroweeklynews.com

Safer € 50 banknote issued

NEW NOTE: Has been manufactured on more resistant paper and incorporates a hologram.
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THE Spanish government knows it has a
very short time before it will be fined by the
EU for not passing the ‘Stevedore law.’

Minister of Public Works, Íñigo de la Serna
has now presented a new plan which whilst
not totally in accordance with government
expectation may save it from an immediate
€23 million fine plus a daily penalty of
€134,000.

The European Union decreed that the
stevedores were operating a ‘closed shop’
within Spanish ports and the government
tried to agree new terms with the various
unions and other political parties as it pro-
posed major changes in employment status.

It was over this draft law that the govern-
ment lost its first major vote when opposition
parties voted against it and political partner
Ciudadanos decided to abstain.

In a press conference held in Barcelona,
the minister made it clear that the compro-
mise law had to be pushed through parlia-
ment quickly or else these penalties would be
enacted.

Having escaped an even larger fine for
missing budget targets, the government wants
to ensure that it is complying with EU regula-
tions over this particular matter which if al-
lowed to continue unresolved could cost the
nation €4 million each month.

Spain facing
costly EU fines

By John Smith

IT is not only the Russians who
are looking to invest in com-
mercial property in Spain but
shopping centres are now back
to being big news.

Malls and centres around the
world  are  a t t rac t ing big  in-
vestors as well as major retail-
ers and of course shoppers to
facilities which are often out of
town, but also in such prime ar-
eas as Barcelona and Madrid.

One of the main attractions
of a shopping centre is that it
can often be built  on ‘virgin’
land with plenty of easy access
and parking and the very large
players such as Inditex, Mango
and El Corte Ingles can actually
dictate the size and position of
their favoured stores.

Once the ‘big boys’ are con-
firmed then other smaller oper-
ators will be attracted as they
know that there will be a cap-

tive audience visiting so foot-
fall will be significant.

Latest beneficiary to the re-
turn  of  major  inves tment  i s

Malaga City where the Malaga
Plaza has been sold to the New
Winds Group and they plan to
expand the centre in order to

bring in an even better range of
offerings to visitors.

This year will see the open-
ing of 21 new shopping centres
in Spain together with the ex-
pansion of six existing facilities
and with nearly 20 per cent of
all of these centres, estates and
malls in Spain being based in
Andalucia it is clear that they
play an important part in the lo-
cal economy.

A new centre will bring em-
ployment for  a  range of  con-
struction workers and decora-
tors followed by large numbers
of shop assistants, general fi-
nance s taff  and a  re la t ively
prosperous management struc-
ture.

The amount  of  income tax
and IVA that is collected from
the 106 outlets in Andalucia is a
regular and welcome addition to
the local and national economy
especially as much of the spend
comes from foreign tourists.

Shopping centres proving to
be attractive investments
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BIG NEWS: Shopping centres such as Las Arenas in Barcelona.
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By John Smith

THE executive chairman of
Spanish bank Santander, Ana
Botín has told shareholders
that the board wishes to in-
crease annual dividend.

Speaking at the Bank’s An-
nual General Meeting held in
Santander she explained that
2016 had brought new chal-
lenges for the economy and
for the banking sector but the
group had performed very
well.

It wants to ensure that its
190,000 s taff ,  125 mil l ion

customers and four million
shareholders all benefit from
the strength and the success
of the bank which has report-
ed a profit of €6.2 billion for
2016.

Thanks to this performance
achieved despi te  f inancial

problems in China, Brexit un-
certainty in the UK, elections
in Spain and the USA and po-
litical turmoil in Brazil, prof-
its were up by 4 per cent and
if it had not been for currency
fluctuations the true profit
would have been even
greater.

As a reward to sharehold-
ers therefore and with their
approval, the 2017 dividend
wil l  be increased by 5 per
cent per share to 22 cents and
the board expects this posi-
t ive f inancial  s i tuat ion to
continue into 2018.

SPAIN tops a tourism competitiveness re-
port ahead of its European neighbours.

The recently published World Economic
Forum’s Travel and Tourism Competitive-
ness Report 2017 shows that the top three
destinations are Spain, France and Germany
with Japan rising to fourth place.

With tourism accounting for 10 per cent of
both global GDP and global employment it
is one of the most important growth areas in
the world today and contributes huge
amounts of money, directly and indirectly to
almost all economies.

The bulk of the most successful destina-
tions are those with advanced economies,
whilst Asia in general is becoming increas-
ingly more important not just as a destination

but also as more of its inhabitants travel fur-
ther afield and India has experienced a huge
growth in popularity.

Even though world trade has slowed down
due to protectionism, this doesn’t appear to
have had any negative affect on tourism and
indeed the enjoyment people have from trav-
elling to new countries and cultures has led
to a continued and steady growth.

The World Economic Forum produced the
report in collaboration with its data partners
Bloom Consulting, Deloitte, the Internation-
al Air Transport Association (IATA), the In-
ternational Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN), the UNWTO and the World Travel
& Tourism Council (WTTC) so findings are
likely to be viewed as being accurate.

Greater dividends
for all Santander
shareholders

Spain tops world tourism report
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AGM: Ana Botín explained that 2016 had brought new challenges for the economy.

The 2017
dividend will
be increased
by 5 per cent

per share.
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Your Belgian estate agent at the coast!

I AM not, never have been, and
hopefully never will be, a racist.
I challenge one reader to show
me a single example of any writ-
ing or column comment to dis-
prove this statement. 

Well, I’ll save you the trouble.
You won’t find one. Sometimes I
feel l ike Enoch Powell.  David
Frost once asked this much ma-
ligned brilliant politician, why
he didn’t  l ike  b lack people?
Powell then asked him to name
one example or occasion he had
made such a statement. Frost of
course could not. 

Powell was merely anti immi-
grant, stating that our infrastruc-
ture, culture and resources would
not be able to cope if vast num-
bers of immigrants were continu-
a l ly   a l lowed to  enter  the  UK
unchecked. The fact that most

immigrants of the day happened
to be black, was totally irrele-
vant. Frost was subsequently hu-
miliated and his credibility sore-
ly dented. 

Well far from me to compare
myself with such a great expo-
nent of prescience as Mr Powell,
but I am of exactly the same ilk.
I may have strong anti views to
certain cults,  atti tudes or reli-
gious interpretations, but I don’t
personal ly  care  what  colour,
creed or nationality anyone as-
pires to. 

In any event, as a Spiritualist,
I believe we have to manifest in
anything from five to eight hun-
dred lifetimes, so we will have
to experience all the lessons of
the human spirit anyway, ie the
next reincarnation could  find me
emerging as  a  depr ived black
child during an African drought! 

So not only do I object to be-
ing regarded a racist, I consider
it  a personal affront of my be-
l iefs  to  be even considered as

one. In my experience ‘racism,’
a term that I personally had nev-
er even heard of until the early
60’s, is generally shouted the
loudest by the biggest ras-
cists of all, and is fast be-
coming the  greates t
threat  to  f ree  speech
that exists in the world
today.  Pss t  ‘wanna
stifle a losing  argu-
ment’? Call the other
guy a racist! For san-
ity’s sake, give us all
a well-deserved break.

Keep the faith
Love Leapy

leapylee2002@gmail.com

LEAPY LEE SAYS IT

OTHERS THINK IT

Give us all a well-deserved break
I may have
strong anti
views, but I 

don’t personally 
care what colour,
creed or nationality
anyone aspires to.

Photo Credit Wikimedia 

Enoch Powell
(1912-1998)
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BETWEEN March 20 and June 26,
2017, existing customers of Liber-
ty Seguros who take out a new
home, car or life insurance policy,
which is paid by direct debit, will
be rewarded with 60€ Cashback
directly to their bank account as
long as it’s in the SEPA zone. 

Normally these Cashback offers
have been exclusively for new cus-
tomers but now, Liberty Seguros is
rewarding loyalty to their own cus-
tomers too with this 60€ Cash-
back.

However, new customers, taking
out their first policy with the com-
pany, are not forgotten either. By
taking out any of the aforemen-
tioned insurance covers they will
get 40€ Cashback paid into their
bank account in the SEPA zone,
again if paid by direct debit!

These offers are not for renewals
or replacements and some mini-
mum premiums apply. For exam-

ple, car insurance must be for fully
comprehensive cover with an an-
nual premium exceeding 400€;

Home insurance premiums for
cover on the mainland and the
Balearics must exceed 200€ or

150€ if the home is in the Canary
Islands; and finally, Life Insurance
premiums must have a value

greater than 150€. 
One advantage in choosing Lib-

erty Seguros is also the fact that
you can discuss your requirements
with a true professional agent or
broker face-to-face (of which Lib-
erty has over 300), in your own
language, making the whole proce-
dure much more personal than do-
ing things over a telephone.

Liberty Seguros provides insur-
ance not only for car, home, life,
but also for pet, business and com-
mercial, leisure like golf, marine,
and personal injury; almost any-
thing you may need to do with in-
surance from one leading compa-
ny. That’s why Liberty Seguros is
considered the expat’s number one
choice.

For those who need the where-
abouts of a Liberty broker or

agent, they simply have to call 
913 422 549 or visit www.liberty

expatriates.es. 

Liberty Seguros are rewarding
both existing and new customers

Advertising feature

CASHBACK: Now being offered to existing customers as well as new customers.

FROM crystal-clear rivers
to stunning rocky outcrops,
the little-known Serra del
Ports is a haven for those
wishing to get off the beaten
track.

Located close to the River
Ebro delta, the massif offers
a dramatic, rugged land-
scape which covers around
60,000 hectares of the Cat-
alonia, Valencia and Aragon
regions.

The rivers Senia and
Matarranya rise in the
mountains and have carved

out spectacular limestone
formations, with impressive
cave and pothole systems
and plenty of hidden pools
where you can take a dip.

There is also a range of
signposted hiking and cy-
cling trails covering all
types of ground, from
ravines to streams, thick for-
est or high plains.

Wildlife includes Spanish
ibex, wild boar, roe deer,
badger, fox, wildcat, squir-
rel, and otter, plus numerous
bird species including ea-

gles and an important grif-
fon vulture colony, while
there are over 1,000 species
of flora and other vegeta-
tion.

The main access routes
are at Horta de Sant Joan,
where there is a small muse-
um and information centre,
Roquetes, and La Senia.

Accommodation, includ-
ing camping, can be found
around the villages of
Valderrobres, Beceite and
Arnes in addition to those
mentioned above.

A worthy port of call

SERRA DEL PORTS: A haven 
off the beaten track.
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WHETHER you want to invest in
your future or set up an idyllic retire-
ment in sunny Spain then Savannah
Park Resort is the place for you.

Savannah Park Resort is a brand
new luxury mobile home park locat-
ed five minutes from the beautiful
picturesque town of Sorbas, Almeria.
Sorbas has a variety of tapas bars, su-
permarkets, chemists, petrol stations,
banks, a medical centre and a local
daily bus service to Almeria City and
Murcia. The resort is just a 30-minute
drive from Almeria Airport and also
30 minutes drive from the beautiful
beach resorts of Mojacar and Vera.

Savannah Park Resort offers luxu-
ry living mobile homes and lodge-
style bungalows for sale, brand new
or pre-loved at very affordable prices
for you to enjoy all year round. All
mobile homes are fully furnished so
there’s no stress of buying furniture
once you are there. Just move in and
start to enjoy the beautiful sunshine! 

Savannah Park Resort boasts a
huge selection of luxury mobile
homes, static caravans, lodges and
bungalows for you to choose from. If
that all sounds like too much, then
simply chat with the expert team on
hand to help dis-

cover which option suits you best. 
Manufacturers featured include

ABI, Willerby, Victory, Carnaby,
Cosalt and Trigano. Unlike a lot of
other holiday parks Savannah Park
Resort have the mobile homes right
on the park for you to go along and
view. Please don’t leave it too late as
the plots are selling quickly!

Facilities include a clubhouse
bar/restaurant and an outdoor swim-
ming pool with sun terrace and
lounge area with free Wi-Fi.

At Savannah Park Resort there’s
no skimping on space. Pitch sizes are
up to 563m2 and these are on a first
come, first served basis to suit all

mobile homes, luxury
lodges and motorhomes.

The grounds are kept immaculate
year round with the lawns, shrubs
and trees lovingly tended by profes-
sionals with a passion for beauty. 

Having worked on various parks
in the UK and France, the hand
picked team at Savannah has over 20
years of holiday park experience and
takes pride in making sure you are
treated like family. The team always
go the extra mile for customers and a
member of staff is on site 24-hours. 

The park is owned by two entre-
preneurs who have a wealth of expe-
rience owning holiday parks and
camping sites in the UK and Spain.
They have built a reputation of un-
derstanding customer satisfaction is
of paramount importance and never

forget the
customer always comes

first. To understand their background
and passion have a look online at
www.savannahparkresort.com or Sa-
vannahParkResort Facebook page
for all the latest news and updates.

What are you waiting for? Living
in Spain and thinking of downsizing?
On holiday dreaming of buying a
holiday home in Spain? Looking for
a second home for holiday purposes?
At Savannah Park Resort there are
also great facilities for motorhomes,
tents and camping.

Prices start from €34,995 which
includes your choice of plot, site fees
for the first year, all your gas, water,
electric connections and a new ce-
ment base. Site fees start from as lit-
tle as €300 per month. Don’t let this
opportunity pass you by!

Please contact Mags or Kevin in
the sales department on either 00
34 950 387 823 or mobile number
00 34 658 258 218 or email them
at sales@savannahparkresort.com

for further information.
Feel free to pop in and visit them

for a coffee and a chat to see
what the team has to offer at Sa-
vannah Park Resort, Ctra.Al.4101
– De Sorbas, A Uleila Del Campo,
Km.5.1, 04270, Sorbas, Almeria.

They are open seven days a week
from 10am – 7pm.
Visit them online at

www.savannahparkresort.com
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Advertising feature

Your personal
paradise

EXCELLENT FACILITIES: Include a
sun terrace and lounge area.
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19
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7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:00pm MasterChef
10:00pm Galapagos
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:30pm BBC London News
11:45pm Bronx to Bradford: 

Friars on a Mission
12:45am Child of Our Time

7:50pm BBC London News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm A Question of Sport
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm MasterChef
10:00pm Decline and Fall
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:20pm BBC London News
11:30pm The Graham Norton 

Show
12:15am Witless

6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm The Repair Shop
8:00pm Mary Berry's Easter Feast
9:00pm The World According to Kids
10:00pm The Last Kingdom
11:00pm Match of the Day
11:30pm Newsnight
12:15am Second Chance Summer: 

Tuscany
1:15am Versailles

8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Help Stop Me 

Ageing! Tonight
9:00pm Emmerdale
9:30pm Harry Hill's Alien Fun 

Capsule
10:00pm The Detectives
11:00pm The Nightly Show 

with Jason Manford
11:30pm ITV News
12:00am ITV News London
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FRIDAY

THURSDAY

3:40pm King of Kings
6:15pm Natural World
7:00pm The Repair Shop
7:30pm Eggheads
8:00pm Mary Berry's Easter 

Feast
9:00pm Gardeners' World
10:00pm Selma
12:00am Later... with Jools Holland
1:05am Amazing Hotels: Life 

Beyond the Lobby

4:55pm Formula 1
6:35pm The Simpsons
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
8:30pm Unreported World
9:00pm The Wild Weekenders
10:00pm Gogglebox
11:00pm The Last Leg
12:05am Rude Tube

2:05pm Ben-Hur
6:05pm Neighbours
6:35pm Home and Away
7:05pm The Last Days of Jesus
9:00pm Tony Robinson: 

Coast to Coast
10:00pm Spectacular Spain 

with Alex Polizzi
11:00pm The World's Most 

Luxurious Cruise Ship
12:00am Football on 5

11:15pm Barclays Premier 
League Preview

11:45pm The Fantasy Football 
Club

12:45am Sporting Triumphs
1:00am Barclays Premier 

League Preview
1:30am Ricky Burns: My 

Greatest Night
2:00am The Fantasy Football 

Club

8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Judge Rinder's Crime 

Stories
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Lethal Weapon
11:00pm The Nightly Show 

with Jason Manford
11:30pm ITV News
11:45pm Crank
1:25am The Nightly Show 

with Jason Manford

7:20pm Regional News
7:25pm Weather
7:30pm Pointless
8:20pm Doctor Who
9:10pm Casualty
10:00pm All Round to Mrs 

Brown's
11:00pm BBC News
11:15pm Weather
11:20pm Match of the Day
12:45am Rescue Dawn

SATURDAY
5:30pm Snooker
6:30pm Nature's Weirdest 

Events
6:45pm Easter from King's
8:00pm Snooker
9:00pm Grand Tours of 

Scotland
9:30pm Dad's Army
10:00pm QI XL
10:45pm War of the Worlds
12:35am Snooker

1:25pm Extreme Food
1:55pm Formula 1
3:25pm F1: Grand Prix
3:55pm Formula 1
6:30pm Travel Man
7:00pm Channel 4 News
7:30pm The Book Thief
10:00pm The Imitation Game
12:10am Solomon Kane
2:05am Ramsay's Kitchen 

Nightmares USA

6:15pm Can't Pay? We'll Take 
it Away!

7:10pm Can't Pay? We'll Take 
it Away!

8:10pm NCIS: Los Angeles
9:00pm NCIS
9:55pm 5 News
10:00pm Most Shocking
1:00am Super Casino
4:10am Knock Off
5:50am House Doctor

6:15pm Football
8:15pm Spanish Football Gold
8:30pm Football's Greatest II
9:00pm Football's Greatest II
9:30pm Nissan Game of the Day
11:30pm Nissan Match Choice
12:30am Football
1:00am Football
1:30am Football
2:00am Football
2:30am Football

6:30pm Local News and 
Weather

6:45pm ITV News and Weather
7:00pm Operation Magic
8:00pm Take Me Out
9:00pm Britain's Got Talent
10:25pm The Expendables
11:25pm Inc ITV News and 

Weather
11:40pm The Expendables
12:40am The Chase

7:50pm Regional News
7:55pm Weather
8:00pm Countryfile
9:00pm Antiques Roadshow
10:00pm Line of Duty
11:00pm BBC News
11:20pm Regional News
11:25pm Weather
11:30pm Match of the Day 2
12:30am I'm Different: Let Me 

Drive

SUNDAY
1:15pm MOTD2 Extra
2:00pm Cycling: World Track 

Championships
3:15pm Snooker
7:00pm Inside the Factory
8:00pm Robot Wars
9:00pm Top Gear
10:00pm Colombia with 

Simon Reeve
11:00pm At Any Price
12:40am Snooker

3:50pm Formula 1
Bahrain Grand Prix 

4:50pm Formula 1
7:15pm Formula 1
7:45pm Channel 4 News
8:00pm Kevin Mccloud's 

Escape to the Wild
9:00pm Rome's Sunken Secrets
10:00pm Homeland
11:05pm Gogglebox
12:05am East is East

2:35pm Watership Down
3:30pm Greatest Animated 

Movies
6:20pm Oliver
9:00pm Naughty Cats Make 

You Laugh Out Loud
9:55pm 5 News
10:00pm The Prince Story: 

Icon, Genius...Slave
12:00am Purple Rain
2:10am Super Casino

2:30pm Live Nissan Super Sunday
4:30pm Live Nissan Super Sunday
8:00pm Joshua/Klitschko: 

Gloves are Off
8:30pm Football Gold
8:40pm Football
10:40pm Spanish Football Gold
10:50pm Spanish Football Gold
11:00pm Football
11:30pm Football
12:00am Goals on Sunday

7:00pm The Voice
8:00pm 5 Gold Rings
9:00pm Maigret's Night at 

the Crossroads
11:00pm ITV News and Weather
11:20pm Lethal Weapon
12:10am The Nightly Show 

Best Bits
12:40am Aviva Premiership Rugby 

Highlights

7:45pm Regional News
7:55pm Weather
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm Would I Lie to You?
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm Guardians of the Galaxy
11:20pm BBC News
11:40pm Regional News
11:45pm Weather
11:50pm All Round to Mrs Brown's
12:50am The Graham Norton Show

MONDAY
2:00pm Snooker
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Debatable 2
8:00pm Top Gear
9:00pm Nature's Weirdest 

Events
10:00pm Amazing Hotels: Life 

Beyond the Lobby
11:00pm The Boy in the 

Striped Pyjamas
12:30am Snooker

7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
8:30pm Travel Man
9:00pm Warship
10:00pm Hunting the KGB 

Killers
11:30pm 8 Out of 10 Cats 

Does Countdown
12:30am Three Wives, One 

Husband

3:50pm Mrs Caldicot's 
Cabbage War

6:00pm Neighbours
6:30pm Home and Away
7:00pm Walt: The Man 

Behind the Myth
9:00pm Police Interceptors
10:00pm Inside the Tube: 

Going Underground
11:00pm All New Traffic Cops
12:00am Football on 5

10:00am Goals on Sunday
11:00am Football
12:00pm Football
1:00pm Football
3:30pm Football
5:45pm Football
8:00pm Football
12:00am Scottish Football 

Round Up
12:15am Soccer AM: The Best 

Bits 2016/17

8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Devon and Cornwall 

Cops
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Broadchurch
11:00pm The Nightly Show
11:30pm ITV News
11:45pm Robson Green's Tales 

From the Coast
12:50am The Nightly Show

7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:00pm Holby City
10:00pm Peter Kay's Car Share
10:30pm Our Friend Victoria
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm Reported Missing

TUESDAY
9:00pm Bake Off Crème de 

la Crème
10:00pm Nature's Wildest 

Weapons: Horns, 
Tusks and Antlers: 
Natural World

11:00pm Later Live... with 
Jools Holland

11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather
12:15am Snooker

5:00pm French Collection
6:00pm Couples Come Dine 

with Me
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Obsessive 

Compulsive Cleaners
10:00pm One Born Every Minute
11:00pm First Dates
12:05am Gogglebox

6:00pm 5 News
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm Police Interceptors
9:00pm The Wonderful World 

of Puppies
10:00pm The Yorkshire Vet
11:00pm Inside the Old Bailey
12:05am Tony Robinson: 

Coast to Coast

7:00am Good Morning 
Sports Fans

10:00am ATP Masters 1000- 
Monte Carlo Hls

11:00am Live ATP Masters 
1000-Monte Carlo

7:00pm Premier League 
Review

8:00pm Fight Night
12:00am Scottish Football 

Round Up

5:00pm Tipping Point
6:00pm The Chase
7:00pm Local News and Weather
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Save Money Good Food
9:00pm Don't Ask Me Ask Britain
10:00pm Billy and Me
11:00pm The Nightly Show
11:30pm ITV News
12:15am The Detectives

6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News
7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
9:00pm MasterChef
10:00pm Reported Missing
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm Peter Kay's Car Share
12:15am A Question of Sport

WEDNESDAY
7:00pm Eggheads
7:30pm Debatable 2
8:00pm Great American 

Railroad Journeys
9:00pm Me and My Dog
10:00pm Second Chance 

Summer: Tuscany
11:00pm Rhod Gilbert's Work 

Experience
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather
12:15am Snooker

7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm How to Live 

Mortgage Free
10:00pm Confessions of a 

Junior Doctor
11:00pm My Online 

Nightmare
12:05am One Born Every 

Minute
1:10am Hunting the KGB 

Killers

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News
8:00pm King Tut's Tomb: The 

Hidden Chamber
9:00pm GPs: Behind Closed 

Doors
10:00pm Can't Pay? We'll Take 

it Away!
11:00pm One Night with My Ex
12:05am Gypsy Kids: Our 

Secret World

8:00pm Barclays Premier 
League World

8:30pm Boxing Gold
9:00pm Fight Night
11:00pm Barclays Premier 

League World
11:30pm Premier League 100 

Club
12:00am Premier League 100 

Club
12:30am Premier League 

Legends

7:00pm Local News and 
Weather

7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Palladium
10:00pm Benidorm
11:00pm The Nightly Show
11:30pm ITV News
12:15am UEFA Champions 

League Highlights
1:15am The Nightly Show

6:15pm Ricky Burns: My 
Greatest Night

6:45pm Football Gold
7:00pm The Fantasy Football Club
8:00pm Live Premier League Darts
11:00pm Premier League Match 

Pack
11:30pm Burns Night Again
11:45pm Ricky Burns: My 

Greatest Night
12:15am La Liga Show

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
8:00pm Nightmare Tenants, 

Slum Landlords
9:00pm On Benefits
10:00pm Rich House, Poor House
11:00pm Fritzl: What Happened 

Next
12:05am When Kids Kill: Bullied to 

Death

6:00pm Couples Come Dine 
with Me

7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
9:00pm Great British 

Buildings
10:00pm Three Wives, One 

Husband
11:00pm The Super Orgasm
12:05am 24 Hours in A and E
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D JUAN RIBO was renting my
brother’s large old house just up the
road from me. He not only was a
diplomat but also seemed to know
anyone that walked on earth and had
something worthwhile to say. He
knew everything about everything
and everybody too. 

So, when he asked me if I would
like to ride along to Madrid with
him I jumped at the chance. What
better way to prove he didn’t know
the whole world. 

During the long drive we had
light conversation. It was there I
hoped to spring the trap. Did he
know the minister of agriculture, the
one in the papers recently. “Of
course” he replied; which I naturally
expected. Then he disappointed me
by blurting, “we drive right by his
office to get to my house, I’ll stop
and you can meet him and ask him

what you want.” I guess I was going
to find out early just how much Don
Juan really knew. Within an hour we
were there and went directly into the
ministry stopping only for the secre-
tary to be informed of our presence. 

Naturally, she enquired about our
appointment which Don Juan
shrugged off nonchalantly saying,
“just tell him Juan Ribo is here to
see him.” Within seconds the man I
had seen on TV all week long burst
forth from his office bear hugging D
Juan. My eyes fell from my head
and I became speechless. I felt ill.
This most gracious man did know
everyone, seemingly. And I, an utter
commoner wanted him to fail.

We arrived at his house, he had a
cook and maid. I was directed to a
bedroom, told to deposit my things
as we were off for beers and tapas.
“Rickey,” D Juan pronounced, “I
have a diplomatic dinner tonight so
cannot be a gracious host, but I have
asked my son Juan to take you to the
theatre. Do you know him?” 

I had met his son back in Mo-
jacar, he was a movie actor, in fact,

the heart throb of Mexico. Boy did I
feel sorry for him, getting loaded
with a country bumpkin from Iowa. 

The evening went according to
plan until young Juan suggested we
go to the favourite actors bar and
participate in saving the world,
rewriting the play and critiquing
each actor’s role. It was near mid-
night and I had nothing else to do.

Juan introduced me to the various
actors that had performed and we
formed a circle to chat. No one tried
to be ‘on stage’ or grand. The egali-
tarian trust amongst those usually
yearning for the spotlight was im-
pressive. Drinks followed and the
conversation was never dull.

Then it happened, at well after
1am the main bar door swung open
and there stood none other than the
great poet Rafael Alberti. A hush fell
over the room and the circle parted
like the Red Sea did for Moses. He
casually stepped in as if we had all
been waiting for him. A large jar of
Sangria appeared from the bar with
ample glasses and a night to remem-
ber was to start.

Ric Polansky moved to Mojacar in 1969 as a pioneer
developer. He reads extensively and has travelled in South
America panning gold and looking for El Dorado.

Ric Polansky

Testing the constant bragging!
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Rafael Alberti
(1902-1999)

Ph
ot

o 
Cr

ed
it 

W
ik

im
ed

ia



FEATURE13 - 19 April 2017 / Costa de Almería www.euroweeklynews.com46

CARSTEN THORBOLD says
there is nothing to celebrate but
there is. If we go back 50 years
to the original treaty we would
see a trading agreement be-
tween the countries ‘The Com-
mon Market.’ If that agreement
was still going there would
have been no Brexit. The Com-
mon Market worked the current
political behemoth of the EU, is
the reason for Brexit. Perhaps
Theresa May can negotiate
something along the lines of the
1967 agreement.

Mike Priestley, Calahonda

Good old
Leapy
LEAPY, it is the weekly antici-
pation of your column that
gives me the energy to bend
down each Thursday to pick up
the paper. You haven’t said
much about Brexit recently so I
wanted to run this past you. 

I think that TM is playing a
very clever double game here.
By going down the Brexit road
she satisfies all the Brexiteers
but in the end if she can’t get a
good deal she will just say ‘sor-
ry chaps I tried but in the end
we had to stay,’ and everybody
is happy ever after.

Do you remember the EWN
front page a couple of weeks
ago about the damage fruit
growing is creating to the water
supply? I wrote to ‘have your
say,’ I agree with your headline
‘Rivers at Risk.’ It is an ab-
solute disgrace river water is to
be diverted from tourist and ex-
pat swimming pools and wast-
ed on farmers growing food.’

It did not get printed... a bit
too sarky perhaps?

Julien, Nerja

Dodgy walk
I HAVE just taken my first
stroll along the beach board-

walk from Los Alamos towards
Malaga with my son. On our
way back, he chuckled as a
bronzed naked man ran past us
with a dog. Unfortunately we
caught up with him by the be-
ginning of the golf course and
he was lying in the sand right
next to the boardwalk, naked
and very obviously masturbat-
ing for all to see.

Next was an old man urinat-
ing whilst standing on the board-
walk but clearly wanting people
to see his member as they
passed him. There were lots of
people, young and old and fami-
lies on bikes to witness this. 

Perhaps your reporters
should walk there some time
and help put a stop to such lewd
and obscene behaviour before
more people are offended as I
was this afternoon. Perhaps you
should print a warning in your
paper next week so people
know what to expect. I most
certainly will not be returning!

Helen, Malaga

Fly tipping
THIS may be a bit simplistic
and I am probably stating the
bleeding obvious, but, it seems
to me, the reason ‘Mr Smith’
fly tips is because of the very
high charges required in order
to dispose of rubbish legally. 

If charges were dropped
there would be no need to fly
tip and ‘Mr Smith’ could sleep
easy in his bed at night. 

Do the faceless ones who im-
posed these charges assume
that if they discourage ‘Mr
Smith’ from getting rid of his
rubbish legally that a rubbish
fairy will come along and mag-
ic it away?

By scrapping these charges,
councils would save money by
not spending large amounts
clearing the countryside of rub-
bish which still has to be dis-
posed of.

Ramble over, Keep the Faith. 
C J Rushton, Alicante

The views expressed and opinions given in Letters are not necessarily those of the EWN publishers. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information, errors, omissions or statements, and reject claims
arising out of any action that a company or individual may take on the basis of information contained therein.

LETTERS 
Letters for Your Say should be emailed to yoursay@euroweeklynews.com or make your comments straight on our website: www.euroweeklynews.com 

All letters, whether by email or post, should carry the writer’s postal address, NIE and contact number though only the name and town will be published. 
Letters may also be edited. 

Readers who have missed earlier correspondence can see all letters posted on: www.euroweeklynews.com

HAVE YOUR SAY

YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

The Treaty of Rome

Photographs for possible publication should be sent by email with a full caption to: photonews@euroweeklynews.com

IPTV 
YOU are reporting on old news this was last year.

Sattv
NOT old! Saw it on El Pais national newspaper yesterday, hap-

pened this week.
James

Secure bank notes
WALOB - Anything that is printed as much as the euro / pound or
dollar has been is counterfeit, just what on earth are these idiots
talking about. If there was no money there wouldn’t be any prob-
lems in this world. IT’S ALL COUNTERFEIT!!!!!

Richard Stevens

Spanish incursion
THE Gibraltarian armed forces must get proactive on these provoca-
tions, the Spaniards are a nation of bullies and anything less will be
taken as a sign of weakness.

David Harris

Spaniards and Gibraltarians
thrown off plane
WHY don’t the GIBRALTERIANS [sic] have respect for Spain?

Deborah Kublin

WHY don’t the GIBRALTERIANS [sic] have respect for Spain? Why
should they? The Spanish don’t deserve any respect, the Spanish
don’t have any respect for anybody but themselves... so selfish.

R Root

MAYBE, just maybe, it is because the Spanish have no respect for the
sovereignty of Gibraltar and the people of Gibraltar. Works both ways
you know.

Michael

Police are racist according to Al-
Thani
WHAT this proves is that the Local Police are disrespectful, there
for corruption / money and bugger all else. It’s high time they
were replaced totally by the National Police and Guardia Civil.
They are quite possibly the most non-respected organiSation in
Spain and it’s about time people started complaining LOUDLY.

John Higgins

HOW does this prove anything? Have you spoken with the officers
involved? They were doing their job and an idiot who has taken
the p1ss with Malaga over the investment in Marbella, continually
missing deadlines, wasting years and millions of euros on a project
he is not going ahead with, felt he deserved special treatment?
The road was closed to traffic. Which bit of that did he not under-
stand?

Stuart

Dog fighting ring toppled 
THE dogs are not dangerous or aggressive, HUMANS are! Hu-
mans make them fight, for their own personal gain. It is sick to
do this to any animal. Don’t blame the breed, blame the deed.

Jennifer B

COMMENTS from
EWN Online

REGARDING Mr Fresham’s letter:
You obviously do not or cannot read a Spanish

newspaper nor listen to the Spanish radio.
Spain’s OK... Not in my book regarding animal

welfare.  Literally thousands of Galgos/hunting dogs in Spain,
when the hunting season ends, are either hanged in the woods,
thrown down wells or taken into the wilderness to die of hunger.   

In Mallorca last year a man killed his horse - beating it over the
head with an iron bar because it didn’t win its trotting trace. I’m a
volunteer for the Centro Canino Refuge in Mallorca and have ex-
perienced the rescue of injured animals. Times have changed and
attitudes too with education and the awareness that all creatures
know pain, anxiety, fear, as well as joy and well-being.

In the hospital grounds in Mallorca a dog was found living and
sleeping there. They told me he’d followed the ambulance when
his owner was brought in and then died. The dog would not leave.

Olivia, Calvia, Mallorca Greyfriars Bobby guarded owner’s grave for 14 years.
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Caring for animals
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• Average: 6 • Good: 8
• Very good: 12 • Excellent: 15

TARGET: 

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

agar alga cage cleg crag gait gala gale gate
gear gelt gilt girl girt grit raga rage trig agate
agile aglet algae argal cager cigar glare grace
grail grate great lager large legit liger regal
taiga tiger agaric argali cagier gaiter garlic
laager ligate tragic triage cartage cigaret glacier
gracile regalia glaciate tragical CARTILAGE 

Nonagram
How many English words of four letters or more

can you make from the nine letters in our
Nonagram puzzle? Each letter may be used only
once (unless the letter appears twice). Each word
MUST CONTAIN THE CENTRE LETTER (in this

case N) and there must be AT LEAST ONE NINE
LETTER WORD. Plurals, vulgarities or proper

nouns are not allowed.

Euro Weekly News strives for accuracy, but cannot be held
responsible for the accuracy of published forecastsS: Sun Cl: Clear F: Fog C: Cloudy Sh: Showers Sn: Snow Th: Thunder

weatherCosta de Almería

MADDOCKS’ VIEW ON LIFE

`CHIEF - THOSE BREXIT BRITS ARE SNEAKING OFF WITH GIBRALTAR
- TOWING IT OUT OF OUR MED AND INTO THE ATLANTIC! ´

LAST WEEK’S
SOLUTION

Kakuro Fill all the empty squares using
the numbers 1 to 9, so that the
sum of each horizontal block

equals the ‘clue’ on its left, and
the sum of each vertical block
equals the clue on its top. No
number may be used in the
same block more than once.  

LOTTERY

Saturday April 08

IRISH LOTTO

Saturday April 08
LA PRIMITIVA

EL GORDO DE
LA PRIMITIVA

Sunday April 09

UK NATIONAL
LOTTERY

Saturday April 08

Friday April 07

Tuesday April 04

EURO MILLIONS

14 23 36

45
21

47 50

BONUS BALL

3

BONUS BALL

2 7 9

35
22

41 45

BONUS BALL

3 19 40

44 47 48

1 9 24

33

2

634

BONUS BALL

2 4 22

34 40

2 10 19

35

6

750

BONUS BALL

24

1

BONUS BALL

Sudoku

LA
ST

 W
EE

K
’S

 S
O

LU
TI

O
N

Fill the grid so that every row, every column and every
3X3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s no maths
involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.

Alicante 
TODAY: MAX 25, MIN 16 - S

Fri - 26 16 C
Sat - 25 15 S
Sun - 25 15 C
Mon - 22 13 C
Tues - 21 12 C
Wed - 21 12 C

Almeria 
TODAY: MAX 25, MIN 17 - CL

Fri - 27 17 Cl
Sat - 26 17 C
Sun - 27 17 C
Mon - 26 16 C
Tues - 24 15 C
Wed - 24 15 C

Barcelona 
TODAY: MAX 21, MIN 11 - S

Fri - 19 12 Cl
Sat - 19 12 Cl
Sun - 20 13 C
Mon - 18 12 C
Tues - 18 11 C
Wed - 18 11 C

Benidorm 
TODAY: MAX 25, MIN 16 - S

Fri - 25 16 Sh
Sat - 24 16 S
Sun - 24 16 C
Mon - 21 14 C
Tues - 20 13 C
Wed - 21 12 C

Bilbao 
TODAY: MAX 20, MIN 9 - C

Fri - 19 9 C
Sat - 18 10 Sh
Sun - 19 9 C
Mon - 17 9 C
Tues - 19 9 Sh
Wed - 18 9 Sh

Madrid 
TODAY: MAX 27, MIN 10 - CL

Fri - 25 10 C
Sat - 24 10 Cl
Sun - 25 9 C
Mon - 25 8 C
Tues - 24 8 Cl
Wed - 23 7 C

Malaga
TODAY: MAX 27, MIN 15 - CL

Fri - 29 15 C
Sat - 27 13 Cl
Sun - 26 15 C
Mon - 25 13 C
Tues - 23 13 C
Wed - 24 13 Cl

Mallorca
TODAY: MAX 23 MIN 10 - S

Fri - 25 11 Cl
Sat - 24 11 C
Sun - 23 11 Cl
Mon - 22 10 C
Tues - 22 10 Cl
Wed - 22 11 C

TODAY
VELEZ RUBIO

ADRA ROQUETAS

ALBOX HUERCAL 
OVERA

ALMERIA

GARRUCHA

MOJACAR

RETAMAR

VELEZ RUBIO

ADRA ROQUETAS

ALBOX HUERCAL 
OVERA

ALMERIA

GARRUCHA

MOJACAR

RETAMAR

VELEZ RUBIO

ADRA ROQUETAS

ALBOX HUERCAL 
OVERA

ALMERIA

GARRUCHA

MOJACAR

RETAMAR

TOMORROW

SATURDAY
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AK, BE INFORMED AND ENJOY A CHALLENGE

Across
1 German listener device? (4)
3 Virginia gets accountant into trouble on holiday (8)
9 Mob rage destroyed bar (7)
10 Appeal before first of team make crease (5)
11 A once wild body of water (5)
12 Canter off to get a fruit drink (6)
14 Plant in funny line around church (6)
16 Keep actors and the French (6)
19 Trouble held back plant (6)
21 Offend by using some cheap pale ale (5)
24 In pursuit of a later time (5)
25 Sell kit ingredients for a pan (7)
26 Buy a grip (8)
27 Employed some famous editors (4)

Down
1 Beer, long drunk in French city (8)
2 Blame design for promenade (5)
4 A party on the navy's decks (6)
5 Jelly snake, initially in charge (5)
6 Imprecise in former legislation (7)
7 Register the money (4)
8 Edge hoop in iron (6)
13 Flat indeed! (8)
15 Talk by many a milliner (7)

17 Slow passage of an American soldier through a party (6)
18 Dad employs brief rests (6)
20 Left bow in tree (5)
22 Votes for Europeans, by the sound of it (5)
23 Complain about freshwater fish (4)

Crossword Enjoy filling in the following puzzles and check the answers
in next week’s edition

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

Cryptic

Code Breaker

English - Spanish

page

1 Picks, 4 Iterate, 8 Ran,
9 Dreamboat, 10 Recital, 11 Total,
12 Yarrow, 14 Tender, 17 Sates,
18 Risking, 20 Grenadier, 22 Dye,
23 Returns, 24 Rests. 

1 Portray, 2 Cynic, 3 Seditious,
4 Ideals, 5 Elm, 6 Adopted,
7 Extol, 11 Treasurer, 13 Retreat,
15 Regrets, 16 Orbits, 17 Sugar,
19 Indus, 21 Air. 

1 Scared, 4 Depart, 9 Astound,
10 Vixen, 11 Cardigan, 13 Dour,
14 Wages, 17 Brisk, 20 Best,
21 Moussaka, 25 Scare,
26 Corrode, 27 Cancel, 28 Gentry. 

1 Search, 2 After, 3 Elusive,
5 Envy, 6 Anxious, 7 Tenor, 8 Idea,
12 Nib, 15 Abstain, 16 Sum,
18 Reserve, 19 Lately, 20 Basic,
22 Once, 23 About, 24 Cede. 

Across:

Across:

QUICK

CRYPTIC

1 Once, 3 Caress,
8 Tartamudear, 9 Plata,
10 Ruler, 12 Saltamontes,
14 Signal, 15 Arms. 

1 Octopuses, 2 Carta,
4 Acuarios, 5 Eye, 6 Surprises,
7 Calabaza, 11 Later, 13 Leg. 

Down:

Quick

ENGLISH-
SPANISH
Across:

Each number in the Code Breaker grid represents a different letter of the alphabet. In
this week’s puzzle, 10 represents M and 23 represents J, so fill in M every time the

figure 10 appears and J every time the figure 23 appears. Now, using your knowledge
of the English language, work out which letters should go in the missing squares. As

you discover the letters, fill in other squares with the same number in the main grid and
the control grid.

Across
1 Picadura (de abeja, avispa) (5)
3 Fear (5)
6 See 13
8 To direct (7)
9 Flash of lightning (9)

12 Ropa (7)
13/6 Día libre (3,3)
14 Escalón (5)
15 Sonrisa (5)

Down
1 Pronto (4)
2 Padrino (en bautizo) (9)
3 Butterflies (insects) (9)
4 Ocupado (7)
5 Other (4)
7 Mop (for floor) (7)

10 Helados (4)
11 Neumático (4)

CODE BREAKER 

The clues are mixed, some clues are in Spanish and
some are in English.

Across
1 Not moving quickly (4)
3 Offer (8)
9 Talks idly (7)
10 Exchanges (5)
11 Japanese fish dish (5)
12 Winding sheet (6)
14 Join the military (6)
16 Skin disease (6)
19 Traditional Japanese system of

unarmed combat (6)
21 Have in common (5)
24 Similar (5)
25 Become bigger (7)
26 United (8)
27 Charges (4)

Down
1 Indicating evil intent (8)
2 Sworn promises (5)
4 Strive against (6)
5 Baffling problem (5)
6 Act passed by a legislative body (7)
7 In smaller quantity (4)
8 Unusual mental ability (6)

13 Slapdash (8)
15 Showing the way by going first (7)
17 Expensive (6)
18 Remove or make invisible (6)
20 Completely skilled at or in (5)
22 Be in accord (5)
23 Lure (4)

Down:

Down:
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ARE you one of the lucky ones who sleeps
like a baby, or know someone who can ‘sleep
for England’? Well it could be in their genes.

Scientists claims that some people are born
with a gene that helps them sleep better at
night. The scientists at the Washington State
University in the USA looked at how genes
change during the sleep-wake cycle and

found one called FABP7 which changed over
the day throughout the brain of mice. They
looked at how the gene affects sleep and then
analysed data from nearly 300 Japanese men
who took part in a sleep study and DNA
analysis.

Researchers found that those with a variant
of the FABP7 gene tended to have irregular

sleeping patterns. Whilst normally getting
around the same amount of sleep as the oth-
ers, they would often wake up regularly
throughout the night.

Meanwhile, a study has suggested that
sleeping less than five hours a night makes
you twice as likely to develop prostate can-
cer. 

Scientists looked
at how genes change

during the sleep-wake
cycle.

Do you have the sleep gene?
SLEEP STUDY: Analysed data from nearly 300 Japanese men who took part.
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THE Spanish Government is increasing its
budget for health by 2.3 per cent.

The multi-million euro budget was delivered
to the President of the Congress of Deputies,
Ana Pastor, relating to healthy policies for
2017 within the Ministries of Health, Social
Services and Equality. 

Within the plans, a series of actions and en-
dowments have been announced such as an
amount of €4 million, which is earmarked for
actions to tackle rare diseases and health strate-
gies and to finance health programmes. Bud-
gets have been announced for the prevention
and control of AIDS and other STIs; as well as
the improvement of Health Information Sys-
tems and the development of digital public sys-
tems.

The Spanish Agency for Medicines and
Health Products has a budget of €46 million;
€16 million for actions in food security within

the Spanish Agency for Consumption and Food
Safety and Nutrition and the National Trans-
plant Organisation is to have a budget of €4
million to work on the promotion of organ do-

nation and transplantation. 
Money has been increased by 32.6 per cent,

some €26 million, to the area of Social Ser-
vices to help support families and children.

This big budget increase is aimed at reducing
and improving the situation of socially vulnera-
ble families, in basic needs such as health, edu-
cation, housing and employment.

€4m
is earmarked for the promo-
tion of organ donation and

transplantation.

Budget increases for Spanish health

SPANISH GOVERNMENT: Is increasing its budget for health by 2.3 per cent.
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FOOD allergies are increasing
amongst the Spanish popula-
tion and the country is not
alone. According to the EAC-
CI (European Academy of Al-
lergy and Clinical Immunolo-
gy), it is estimated that by
2025, one in every two Euro-
peans will suffer from some
form of allergy.

President of the the Spanish
Association of People with
Food and Latex Allergies
(AEPNAA), Angel Sanchez,
said: “The impact of food aller-
gies on patients themselves, on
the family and society is very
important, since it seriously
limits the social, school and
work activities of those who
suffer from them. Everyday ac-
tivities become truly compli-
cated for those affected.”

Food allergies, which occur
when a person reacts to con-
tact, ingestion or the inhalation
of a food, may result from mi-
nor reactions such as a rash,
hives, itching, cough, diarrhoea
or vomiting, to more severe or
serious reactions including res-
piratory distress, asthma, hypo

tension, palpitations or anaphy-
lactic shock.

Hospital admissions in chil-
dren due to anaphylactic shock
have risen in recent years. Al-
though the data varies accord-

ing to the age group or geo-
graphical area, in Spanish chil-
dren, eggs and cow’s milk are
the most common allergies,
followed by fish. 

Some 1.3 million Spaniards

are affected by allergies of
some sort with nuts and
seafood the most common
amongst the adult population.

The figures were released
during World Allergy Week.

Food allergies are on the rise 

NUTS: One of the most common allergies in Spaniards.

A REPORT suggests that wine could
give your brain a work out.

A leading neuroscientist believes that
drinking a glass of wine sparks a reac-
tion in the sensory and emotional parts
of the brain and it is this brain activa-

tion that actually constructs the taste of
the wine. The neuroscientist believes
the flavour is constructed in the brain
but is also impacted by the drinker’s
emotional connection to the wine as it
conjures up memories and emotions.

Factors such as gender, age and even
the genetic make-up of saliva can im-
pact how wine tastes, in a term called
‘neurogastronomy’ which describes
how the brain creates the perception of
flavour.

Wine’s flavour is formed in the brain

DiabetesDiabetes is a chronic ill-
ness which overweight and
obese people are more like-
ly to develop, regardless of
how many sweets or cakes
they eat. Usually it can be
kept under control with
pills, daily exercise and diet
and insulin is kept for the
most severe cases.

- So will I be on a diet
for the rest of my life?

Yes, in that you will have
to learn to follow a correct,
balanced diet as this is an
important part of treating di-
abetes.

- Will I have to stop
drinking alcohol too?

You can drink without
overdoing it. Two glasses of
beer or wine (preferably
red) are fine but stronger
drinks should be left for
special occasions.

- I’ve heard it’s heredi-
tary. Will my children get
it too?

There is indeed an inher-
ited genetic predisposition,
yet weight is a more impor-
tant factor. It’s very rare for
people who aren’t over-
weight to develop this type
of diabetes.

- I’ve heard diabetes can
lead to other health prob-
lems. What are they and

how can I avoid them?
Type 2 diabetes is a

chronic illness which can
cause inflammation of the
arteries. This can lead to
eyesight problems, kidney
problems, affect nerves and
increase the risk of heart at-
tacks and strokes. The best
way to reduce these risks is
to keep up treatments, diet
and exercise to keep your
diabetes under control.

You should also stop
smoking and keep an eye on
your cholesterol and blood
pressure levels. 

A specialist in internal
medicine can help you con-
trol all these factors.

- I didn’t notice any
symptoms before my diag-
nosis. Are there any warn-
ing signs?

Diabetes is tricky as there
are often no symptoms ini-
tially. When they do appear
they can range from a dry
mouth, extreme tiredness,
frequent urination and fre-
quent infections to those of
complications such as a
heart attack or stroke.

If you have any symp-
toms something is amiss
you should consult your
specialist in internal medi-
cine.

SPECIALIST: Doctor Luis Perez Belmonte.

Ask The
Doctor

Brought to you by 

If you have any questions for Dr Perez Belmonte,
please send them to: 

jefemedico@helicopterossanitarios.com

Type 2 diabetes

I’M a 50-year-old woman who has just been diag-
nosed with type 2 diabetes. I’m a little overweight but
have never eaten many sweets. Can I do anything to
fix it or will I need insulin?
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4 Stations4 Stations

CHARITY EVENING
POSSIBLY THE BIGGEST OPEN AIR EVENT OF THE YEAR

IN AID OF LEO The Lion & LOCAL SCHOOLS

Saturday May 6th 2017
Renfe Site - La Alfoquia          6-10pm

Saturday May 6th 2017
Renfe Site - La Alfoquia          6-10pm

Starring...Spain´s premier Tenors

paying tribute to IL DIVO paying tribute to IL DIVO 

Supported by 
the wonderful  
KAY FRANCES 

Compered by 
the one & only 

RONNIE TAYLOR 
aka JUSTIN SANE

Supported by 
the wonderful  
KAY FRANCES 

Compered by 
the one & only 

RONNIE TAYLOR 
aka JUSTIN SANE

Tickets ONLY 

15€  

3€ of every ticket 
going to the 

LEO Fund.

Tickets ONLY 

15€  

3€ of every ticket 
going to the 

LEO Fund.

Full Drink & Food Bars 
Available

Tickets available from Bar La Union & 
C.A.T.S Services in La Alfoquia, Total 
Entertainment in Albox & Arboleas, 

Spectrum Radio. 

Coach Transfer from Mojacar subject 
to availability, 5€ per person

Coach Transfer from Mojacar subject 
to availability, 5€ per person

BOOK EARLY FOR THE BEST 
AVAILABLE SEATS 

THE EVENT GETS EVEN BETTER !!!!! 
NOW WITH NICK SPATONI AS  
ANOTHER SUPPORTING ACT

TELEPHONE  660 306 692
FOR MORE INFOABLE SEAAILVVAAAV
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STARSTRUCK students strained their
necks as legendary basketball outfit the
Harlem Globetrotters dispatched two of
their top ambassadors to Almeria. Around
60 youngsters met with star players ‘El
Gato’ and ‘Slick Willie Shaw’ ahead of the
team’s scheduled exhibition in May.  

Tickets are now available for that once-
in-a-lifetime experience. Sports fans across
Almeria are invited to see history’s most fa-
mous basketball team playing live, bringing
their wacky fun and gravity-defying stunts
for all the family to see. 

The Globetrotters became part of Ameri-
can sporting legend shortly after their for-
mation in 1927 and have been touring the
world with the unique basketball and come-
dy set since the 1950s. As All-American as
Disney, the team have now played over
26,000 exhibition games across the world
and will be in Almeria on May 20.  

They will be performing at the Palace of
the Mediterranean Games that Saturday
from 7pm. It’s a perfect family outing with

the Globetrotters performing all manner of
acrobatic tricks and keeping children glued
to their seats in awe at their ball-spinning
skills. 

It’s an interactive affair with the crowd

fully involved and engaged. Tickets are
available from the El Corte Ingles website
and cost €22.80, though children under two
get in free. There are also special backstage
passes and group discounts available. 

Gentle giants shooting
hoops for all the family

GLOBETROTTERS: Basketball team bring fun for all the family.

LA FUENTE, an exciting
painting exhibition, is be-
ing held in Mojacar until
the end of April. It is a col-
lection of 80 paintings
from the acclaimed Puerto
Rey art group and can be
found at the Municipal Ex-
hibition Centre.  

Eleven artists con-
tributed to the collection,
which includes a fascinat-
ing range of artistic styles.
Puerto Rey is a large group
of local amateur artists of a
wide variety of nationali-
ties who meet each week

under the direction of
teacher Denise Butler.  

Their work includes
landscapes and portraits,
different techniques and
paintings composed out-
side in a natural environ-
ment to lend freshness,
vigour and spontaneity to
the art.  

Open to the public free
of charge until  April  30,
the exhibition can be visit-
ed from Tuesday to Friday
from 9am until 1pm and on
Saturdays and Sundays
from 10am until 1pm.

Art across nations 
PUERTO REY: Artists at their new exhibition.   
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FOLLOWING their  re-
cent success in Mazarron,
registered charity Helping
Hands are now bringing
the talented Bee Gees and
Jersey Boys t r ibute
artistes from Benidorm to
entertain their guests once
again. 

Hostal Rural, Turre, is
the venue for the show on
April 22. A pre-show buf-
fet for €10 can also be re-
served for those wishing
to eat before the show.

Tickets  are  sel l ing
rapidly and can be pur-
chased direct ly  f rom
Manuela at Hostal Rural.

Further information on
this great show can be ob-
tained by cal l ing Linda
from Helping Hands on
634 456 701.

Money raised will help
the chari ty  to  care  for
abandoned and ill-treated

animals in Spain. Formed
in 2011, Helping Hands is
a small  group of people
with a large workload in
rescuing, healing and re-
homing. They do not have
a sanctuary for their res-
cues, and currently there
are  over  40 dogs in  the
care of the charity’s presi-
dent, treasurer and foster
carers.

Funding to maintain the
charity and the huge ex-
penses involved, is reliant
on selling donated items
at  their  shop in Aguilas
and from regular events
such as this one. 

The Bee Gees and 
the Jersey Boys 
head for Mazarron

Currently
there are
over 40

dogs in the care
of the charity’s
president, treasur-
er and foster car-
ers.

Advertising feature
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A STUNNING photo ex-
hibition has opened dur-
ing Semana Santa in Al-
box. ‘Colores de Pasion’
showcases beautiful im-
ages taken by fine local
photographers of the vil-
lage’s Easter  celebra-
tions, widely considered
among the most spectac-
ular in Spain.  

The exhibition closes
on Good Friday, April 14
so be sure to get  there
before it’s too late! It can
be found in the old town
hall at Plaza Garcia Haro
and visi ted from 11am
unti l  1.30pm on both
Thursday and Friday,
with special  extended
opening t imes on the
14th from 5pm unti l
8pm.  

For more information
contact tourism councilor
Maureen Hillen on 661
329 919.  

HUNDREDS of Nijar schoolchildren celebrated their very own tra-
ditional Easter procession. More than 180 little rascals aged be-
tween just three and five from San Isidro marched proudly past
thousands of cheering family, friends and neighbours.  

Fully decked out in religious attire, singing songs and beating
drums they carried a throne of the Virgin Mary that was handmade
by a company of student grandmothers. The costumes were also
homemade and the pupils did themselves proud.

Colours of
passion
exhibition

A mini Easter 
CHILDREN’S PROCESSION: Doing themselves proud.
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CALVADOS IS ONE OF THOSE LIQUEURS,
(or is it a brandy?) that is divisive. Similar to
the age old quip about Marmite, you either
drink it or avoid it. Although, I have never
seen an accolade such that has been levelled
at my featured drink this week. THE WORLD’S
BEST CALVADOS 2017.

The s tory  of  Drouin  Calvados s tar ted
around 1960.  Apart from a love of good food
and fine wine, there was nothing to suggest
that Christian Drouin the elder, an industrial-
ist from Rouen, was destined for a career in
spirits. Despite this, he purchased a farm in
Gonneville with one aim - to produce the very
best spirit he could from the cider apple or-
chards.  Fast forward almost 60 years and his
Calvados’ are now some of the most sought
after and awarded in the world with the 1989
being the pick of the bunch.

For a Calvados to be c lassi f ied as ‘Pays
d’Auge,’ it must adhere to various rules, in-
cluding being double distilled and being aged
for a minimum of two years in oak barrels.  It
is also limited in the production area to the
east end of the department of Calvados be-
tween Caen and Rouen. Due to this permitted
delimited area, production and availability is
always limited.  However, that hasn’t stopped
it picking up the award for ‘The World’s Best
Calvados’ at the recent World Drinks Awards
which is amongst the most coveted awards
on the planet.  To win this award is to be up
there with the greatest achievements that any
product can receive. The 1989 Pays d’Auge
will now join an elite group of other Calva-
dos’ to achieve such heights 

Tasting notes: “Restrained on the nose with
baked apples and light vanilla notes. Almost
lemon zest freshness. Lean and zesty with a
sharpness of fruit. Well paired with pastry or
crumble based desserts.” 

Oh well, I have always used Calvados to
cook with. Hey Ho!

ON’T GET ME
WRONG! I’m not
accusing beer

drinkers of being ‘dirty’! We
are actually talking
about the beer it-
self. I am not a
beer drinker as
such, but admit
in the summer
to be able to sink
a couple of draught
Mahou or Alambra
and watching the cooling
effect of the condensation run-
ning down the side of the glass. 

On the few occasions that I
have ventured back to the UK
the first thing that my dear late
father and I would do was to
go to a local country pub
where he would have a small
‘boy’s beer’ - obviously the
least potent on offer, normally
a pale ale type beverage!! - and
I would go for one of the high-
ly popular selections of real
ales now in abundance espe-
cially in the South West of
England. 

Two pints of that - in a mug
not a sleever - and that would
be my craving for ‘English
Beer’ satisfied and would prob-
ably be my last visit to a pub
that trip!

But a recent report discovers
the following little known facts
that have further fuelled the
‘North-South’ divide!!

Pubs in the city of Bath
serve the least clean beer in
the UK, while the South West
is the worst region for un-
clean beer lines (with 40 per
cent of lines unclean).

Meanwhile, Newcastle and
Warrington are where the
cleanest beer can be found,
with the North East the clean-
est region with only 27 per
cent of beer lines adjudged to
be unclean.

These bombshell findings
came into the public arena
thanks to the findings of the
Beer Quality Report 2017. Ap-
parently, researched by that in-
ternet of things provider
Vianet, that monitors the flow
of beer through lines in pubs
across the country, together
with beer quality accreditation
and training firm, Cask Mar-
que.

Any bar man/pub landlord
should know that the cleaning
of pipes and equipment should
take place every seven days.

As a trainee in the UK we had
to clean pipes after the week-
end which was done on a Mon-
day morning by the staff. Over
here the cleaning is undertaken
by the suppliers of which ever
beer that the establishment us-
es. Obvious the light beer/
lager style that we serve in
Spain does not create as
much grime as a real ale, so
greater care has to be given
to the great British beer!!

The report found while beer
may be substantially more ex-
pensive in the South - in some
cases almost £1 a pint more -
quality can be substantially
lower. Another fact that con-
firms what many visitors com-
ing to the UK unaccustomed to
Britain’s Real Ale Drinking
Culture know, is in many cases
the beer is served too warm. 

In other findings, one in four
pubs were found to have major
temperature issues with 6 per
cent of all pints served too
warm with the West Midlands
most likely to keep their beer at
the right temperature and Scot-
land was the region with the
highest percentage of beer
served too warm! Well I sup-
pose it’s cold enough at the
best of times north of the bor-
der!!

D

Garry Waite is a well-known foodie and restaurateur as well as a Hospitality Management Consultant. If you are contemplating setting up an operation in Spain, 
or indeed having problems with an existing project contact him on garrywaite@euroweeklynews.com.

WITH
GARRY WAITE

GOOD FOOD, 
GOOD WINE AND
GOOD FRIENDS

THERE’S PLENTY MORE FISH IN THE SEA, as the age
old expression goes!! But I never wanted to go out with a
fish!! But in reality there is ‘something fishy going on in the
state of’... well in this case - Norway! 

Three fishing areas in the North Sea have seen haddock
sustainability downgraded after a fall in stocks but the
downgrading of haddock does not apply to any Norwegian
fishing grounds. Norway is home to one of the largest had-
dock stocks in the world, but this is no coincidence. It takes
a lot of hard work and a strict quota system to maintain.

Haddock has been on the International Fisheries watch
list for many years as it has been overfished from the North
Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. With the expansion of fish
farming things have taken an upward swing. Thanks to Nor-
way’s scientifically managed fisheries, haddock stocks re-

main abundant in Norway’s cold, clear waters. Which
means Britain’s staple Haddock and Chips is not in danger -
yet! Haddock is the usual fish of choice in Scotland, York-

shire, other parts of Northern England and many parts of
the Midlands. Thanks mainly to our affinity to fish & chips
(around 382m portions consumed per annum), the UK is
the biggest haddock market in the world, consuming
around 120,000 tonnes annually. Only 30 per cent of the
haddock we eat is caught from UK waters, therefore there is
a constant need to source outside the UK to satisfy demand
- 70 per cent comes from the Barents Sea (*)

The Good Fish Guide, published by the Marine Conserva-
tion Society states: ‘Depending on how and where it’s
caught, this species ranges from sustainable to unsustain-
able. Check individual options to make the best choice.’
Norway’s haddock stocks, all of which come from the North
East Arctic, are classed as ‘good sustainable fish to eat’ by
the Guide. 

ON THAT NOTE I
will bid you

farewell until next
week and should as-
piring restaurateurs
need some help or
advice, please do

not hesitate to con-
tact me. A toast to
Good Food, Good

Wine and Good
Friends.

Are you a Dirty Beer Drinker?

Whichever way
you like to drink
it - you pays your
money and
makes your
choice.

(*) The Barents Sea is a marginal sea of the Arctic Ocean located off the northern coasts of Norway and Russia divided between Norwegian and Russian territorial waters.

Keeping an eye on fish stocks!

Double distilled and finished in sherry
casks, the 1989 vintage was bottled
in 2015 and retails at a cool 150€
(prices can vary throughout Europe).

Alcohol may be man’s
worst enemy, but the

bible says love your enemy.”
~ Frank Sinatra
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WHILE most of Almeria rages against a budget
cut of a staggering 80 per cent, Zurgena will
enjoy a slight bonus this year. The town’s 2017
budget is €2.6 million, an increase of
€145,000 on last year.  

Top spending priorities include asphalting

roads, giving streets and public buildings a
beauty make-over, and constructing new green
spaces in Los Llanos and Los Carasoles. 

Money will also go to paying off bank debts
and securing the long term financial stability of
Zurgena for all its residents. 

A NEW business alliance will
help forge a stronger commu-
nity spirit across the Alman-
zora Valley. ALZA is a group
of entrepreneurs from Ar-
boleas, Zurgena and Lubrin
pledged to support markets,
fairs and local traditions in the
towns.  

It follows the example of
similar associations in Albox,
Olula del Rio and Huercal-
Overa which are dedicated to
mixing business with a vibrant
social life. The first event set
up by ALZA will be a handi-
craft market at Zurgena train
station on April 30.  

Local cuisine, costumes and
music will delight attendees.

ALZA also plan to work with
other associations to establish
coordinated Christmas mar-

kets across the Almanzora
Valley and recover the re-
gion’s rich traditions.  

Spring cleaning a priority

Street spirit wakes up 

ZURGENA: Old railway station will welcome a
buzzing new market.
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A SENIOR Spanish politician with close ties
to Olula del Rio tragically died at the age of
just 46. Carmen Chacon, the former Defence
Minister died from heart failure. She was the
first female Defence Minister in history and
seven months pregnant when she took on the
job.  

Though a native of Barcelona, Chacon reg-
ularly visited Olula del Rio where she had
close family and friends. She attended her
grandmother’s funeral in the town and chose
it as the location to announce her candidacy
for national office in 2012.  

A Socialist politician who was once tipped
as a future prime minister, she chose to live in
the Ministry of Defence while in office, even
setting up a kindergarten to make it more
family friendly.  

Town’s shock over
death of Chacon

CARMEN CHACON: Top female
politician loved Olula del Rio.

She was the first
female Defence 

Minister in history.
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NEWS that ETA, a Basque
separatist  group, has lain
down its weapons has stirred
violent memories in Albox
and Oria.  Two men from the
Almanzora Valley were
among eight Almerians killed
by ETA during the gueril la
war against the Spanish state. 

Tributes were paid to them
as Spain woke to the news
that the war with ETA was of-
ficially over.  

José Artero Quiles from Al-
box was executed by the

armed group in 1980, the only
civil ian from Almeria they
killed. He ran a marble shop
in the Basque Country selling
material from Albox and re-
fused to pay ETA’s revolution-
ary tax.  He was shot eight
times.  

Just two months earlier, 26-
year-old Guardia Civil officer
Jose Castillo from Oria was
assassinated during a bloody
attack on a Basque police bar-
racks involving hand
grenades.

Some violent
memories

FORMER mayor of Oria, Jose Perez Perez, has been found
guilty of administrative malfeasance and banned from pub-
lic office for 10 years.

An Almeria  court  determined that  the Social is t
politician intervened to skew public contracts in the favour
of acquaintances, knowing full well that he acted outside
the law.

Into political exile
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PROPERTY

VTHIS property is ideal for someone looking
for a full time home or ‘lock up and leave’ holi-
day home in a peaceful location with a few
neighbours and beautiful scenery and don’t
want to be too remote. The property has been
renovated and has retained some original fea-
tures to give it character and can be further de-
veloped if required. Most of the furniture is for
sale if required.

Casa Juan consists of a front terrace area
with covered fly free enclosure which is ideal
as an outdoor dining room. From here you can
access the main house and a granny annex.

The main house downstairs has a living
room / dining room with log burning fire, fitted
kitchen, two bedrooms and shower room.
From the kitchen, stairs leading up to a second
large living room and the third bedroom. 

The layout of these rooms can easily be
changed if required enabling you to put your
own stamp on the property and there is plenty
of space if you wanted an upstairs bathroom.

Attached to the house with its own entrance
is the guest apartment with open plan living

room / dining room / kitchen and shower room.
To the front of the property is the terrace and

a parking area with a small garden. To the rear
of the house is a double size garage / workshop

with electricity and water.
Mains water, electricity, phone, internet are

connected. 
Within five or more minutes drive you can

be in a village with a shop, restaurant, bar, doc-
tors, chemist and school. In 12 minutes you can
be in the A7 motorway  or in the busy market
town of Huercal-Overa town. The coast is ap-
prox 40 minutes drive at Vera, Mojacar or San
Juan.
For more information or to arrange a viewing

of Casa Juan VH958 please contact Voss
Homes on 0034 950 616 827 or 0034 678 002
006 or email us at info@vosshomesspain.com

or visit our office in Huercal-Overa.

Lovely quiet village house
Property of

the week
Brought to you by Voss HomesDECEPTIVELY spacious, renovated four bed, two bath village house including a one bed, one bath self

contained apartment in a pretty hamlet in the Huercal-Overa countryside with lovely country views.
Five minutes drive to a village with amenities and 12 minutes drive to Huercal-Overa town.

Advertising feature

CASA JUAN: The property has been renovated and most of the furniture is available.

€74,950

NEW data from the Spanish
Real Estate Markets Index
(IMIE) shows that house
prices across Spain rose by 1.8
per cent in the first quarter of
2017, compared to the same
period last year. 

The statistics were released
by Tinsa which described them
as hugely positive news for
Spain’s continued progress.
Director of research, Jorge
Ripoll, did, however, point out
that the market remains char-
acterised by a selective recov-
ery. 

He is referring to the ex-
treme variation across regions
which continues to dog the
Spanish property market and
make generalisations from av-
erage data of little relevance to
particular areas. 

At opposite ends of the
spectrum are Catalonia and
Navarre which posted growth

of 7.5 per cent and decline of -
5.6 per cent from January to
March 2017. Madrid and the
Canaries also saw strong in-
creases, while Murcia and the
Balearics posted substantial
declines. 

The most expensive au-
tonomous community in Spain
is now the Basque Country
which boasts avergage prices
of €1,986 per square metre.
Second is the Balearics at
€1,870, while the cheapest re-
gion is Castilla-La-Mancha at
just €786.

Broken down to cities
Barcelona and Alicante saw
prices rise most, with respective
increases of 12.1 and 11.7 per
cent. In terms of affordability it
takes a Balearic Islander 12.4
years earning an average salary
to be able to buy an average-
priced home, and just 4.5 years
for a Zaragoza resident. 

Round up of
first quarter SAN SEBASTIAN: The

Basque Country is now
most expensive in Spain.



SINCE discovering the ben-
efits of Norwegian designed
convector  heaters  seven
years ago Richard and Tony
have been striving to give
their customers more choice
by adding variety to their
range of Neater Heaters. 

“The choice we can now
offer through our website’s
online shop is quite stagger-
ing,” said Richard. “We can
offer  the cheaper  basic
Adax VP range, glass front-
ed heaters  in  a  var ie ty  of
colours, our original Beha
panel heater,  the contem-
pory Neo Heater with digi-
tal controls and the quirky
Vigo heater. They all func-
tion using the same Norwe-
gian technology (except the
Turkish manufactured Vigo
heater), but they offer a va-
riety of  style choices and
can, in the case of the Neo,
offer a whole lot more.”

“We have had Neos for a
couple  of  years  now and
they have proved to be very
popular,” Tony informed us.
“First of all, they come with
a choice of colours: White,
silver, black, red, light blue
and pink. They have a styl-
ish contemporary modern
look to them with a small
digital LED display next to
hidden,  but  easy-to-use,
control buttons. 

“Using these,  you can
pre-set the Neo heaters to
turn on at certain times to
your desired comfort tem-
perature,  and to then turn
down to a set temperature
when you expect  to  be
asleep, or out of the house. 

“This reduced tempera-
ture, the cutback tempera-
ture, could be a reduction to
keep the chill off at night in
a child’s bedroom, or you
could reduce it to a temper-

ature that effectively turns
the heater off if you are out
at work all day. The choices
are yours. However, if the
programmed temperature is
not what you want, you can
either temporarly override it
for that specific period, or
re-programme i t ,  i f  you
want a permanent change.”

Neater Heaters are avail-
able  as  panel  or  skir t ing
heaters. They can also all be
supplied with feet to pro-
vide a stand-alone option.

There is now a network of
agents and outlets through-
out southern Spain. If your
area is not covered, then the

website’s online shop will
allow you to select and pay
for your heater, which if in
stock will  be delivered to
you by courier  f ree  of
charge within a couple of
days of purchase.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE SPONSOR 
GO TO WWW.LINEADIRECTA.COMSPONSORED BY&

PERMACULTURE EDUCATION
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN

Telephone: 666 33 33 35
info@permamed.org

http://permamed.org/

Advertising feature

NEATER HEATER DISTRIBUTORS: ALMERIA

ANTAS:  Lifestyle Enclosures.
Tel. 950 459 060

Heaters also available for purchase at our online shop with
free home delivery 

WWW.NEATERHEATER.ES OR
Tel. 634 312 171

DISCREET
AND STYLISH: The heaters
are more affordable.

Neater Heater,
introducing 
the Adax Neo
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DOG foods vary in quality and
so do the companies that make
them. For some companies
quality is only a word, for oth-
ers, it’s a way of life.

Ultimately, the quality of a
dog food is best measured by
your dog. Evidence of this
shows in how your dog per-
forms on the food, and how he
looks, feels and acts. At least 30
per cent of my clients, report an
improvement in behaviour
when they change their food.

Not all dogs do well on a
particular brand of food; some
dogs simply do better than oth-
ers.

Most foods are categorised
as economy, regular, premium,
super premium and perfor-
mance. Regular and premium
foods are not formulated like a
super premium or performance
food.

Dogs have simple stomachs
and short digestive tracts for di-
gesting meat. They also lack
the saliva enzyme amylase,
which is necessary for pre-di-
gesting starch. 

Dogs have adapted to foods
with high vegetable protein lev-
els, however they perform bet-
ter when fed foods high in meat
protein and animal fats.

When checking the label of a
super premium or performance
food, an animal protein will be
listed as the first or second ma-
jor ingredient. These should in-
clude either chicken, or turkey
meat, or poultry by-products.
At least two sources of fat or oil
should be included for adequate
energy and essential fatty acids.

Fat in food is the dog’s

source of energy. Animal fat
contains essential and non-es-
sential fatty acids as well as
providing a highly digestible
and easily metabolised energy
source. Generally, poultry,
turkey or chicken fat are higher
in quality because they have
more unsaturated fatty acids
and are more digestible than an-
imal tallow.

Vegetable oils, such as soy-
bean oil, lecithin corn oil,
wheat germ oil, sesame seed oil
or linseed oil all contain high
levels of linoleic acid, an essen-
tial fatty acid for dogs. These
should be combined with ani-
mal fats for the best results for a
glossy coat and soft pliable
skin.

Carbohydrates are the third

most important nutrient and in-
gredient class in modern super
premium and performance
foods. Simple carbohydrates in
dog food come from quality
sources like rice, oatmeal, corn
or wheat. These are easily di-
gested when properly cooked.

Fibre, a complex carbohy-
drate is essential for proper di-
gestion and stool formation.

Beet pulp and tomato promace
are both high in fibre. Other
sources of fibre include rice,
soy hulls, oat hulls, wheat bran
and peanut hulls. All these
come from the external portion
of the seed coat.  These sources
except peanut hulls have micro-
scopic sharp edges, which can
cause small cuts in the intestine.
This reduces the intestine’s ef-
fectiveness in nutrient diges-
tion.

Peanut hulls on the other
hand, have the potential of be-
ing contaminated with aflatox-
ins and should never be used in
a quality dog or cat food.

Vitamin and mineral fortifi-
cation is an absolute necessity
in nutritionally balancing any
food for dogs. While the vita-
mins and minerals generally,
make up less than 2 per cent of
the total food by weight, they
provide some of the most cru-
cial nutrients. These include 12
to 16 vitamins and 15 to 25
minerals.

Often there are more micro
nutrients than major ingredi-
ents. Super premium usually
features more than one source
for each vitamin and mineral. 

Listen to David on TRE every Saturday 10am to 11am
Costa del Sol (Gibraltar/Sotogrande) 98.7fm
(San Roque to Calahonda) 91.9fm 
(Calahonda to Motril) 88.9, Costa Calida 92.7fm
Costa Blanca (Torrevieja to Elche) 105.1fm 
(Elche to Calpe) 88.2fm, (Calpe to Gandia & Ibiza)
104.6fm,
(Denia to Valencia) 95.3fm 
Mallorca 103.9fm

David THE Dogman
HEALTHY DOG: 
I always expect the
best quality.

Dog food secrets



imperialyachting@gmail.com
Boats Yachts, No Sale
No Fee. Europe´s
largest brokerage
house.+ 34 632 505 743
(252677)

ALMERIA BUILDERS:
Fully Legal, Fully In-
sured, All Work Guaran-
teed.  659 685 133
www.almeriabuilders.com
(246230)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNI-
TIES FOR SALE FROM
4,900 EUROS. 697 834
934 (248081)

CARS Wanted For Cash.
Classic Cars & Land
Rovers, Range Rovers,
Defenders & Discover-
ies. Please call: 659 685
133 (245913)

MOTOR INSURANCE.
For the most competitive
quotes in English call
Linea Directa on 902 123
309, you could save as
much as 30% and you
can transfer your exist-
ing no claims bonus. Call
Linea Directa on 902 123
309 for motor insurance
with a human voice in
English from Monday to
Friday 9am to 6pm and
save money now!
(200726)  

GET YOUR business no-
ticed online! Make sure
that expats in Spain can
find your product, ser-
vice, restaurant, bar or
shop. Contact Spain’s
newest and brightest
online directory TODAY.
Call 952 561 245 or
email mark.w@eu
roweeklynews.com for
more details.

WE ARE currently the
market leader in our
country in the sale of di-
rect car, motorbike,
home and company fleet
insurance. Since we
started out in 1995, our
philosophy has always
been to offer an excel-
lent service with the
best prices in the mar-
ket. For the most com-
petitive quotes in
English, call Linea Direc-
ta on 902 123 309. 

THE FIVE BONE HO-
TEL, TURRE. Little
dogs 6 euros, medium
dogs 6.75 euros, big
dogs 7.50 euros, cats
from 5.25 euros a day .
630 234 556 / the5bone
hotelturre@gmail.com
New opening hours
Mon-Sat 9.30-12.30 and
18.00 – 19.00 Sundays
9.30-10.30   (251818)

THE FIVE BONE HO-
TEL TURRE DOG
grooming salon is get-
ting very busy.  Anita
asks all clients to please
book well in advance to
avoid disappointment
662 344 734 or
the5bonehotelturre@gm
ail.com   New opening
hours Mon-Sat 9.30-
12.30 nd 18.00 – 19.00
Sundays 9.30-10.30 

AIR CONDITIONING

BOATS

BUILDERS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

BUY & SELL

CARS WANTED

COMPUTERS

DRAINAGE

DRAINS

HOME FURNISHINGS

INSURANCE

INSURANCE

INTERNET

LANGUAGE CLASSES

MOTORING

MOTORING

PETS
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KNOWLES PLUMB-
ING. No 1 for plumbing!
Central heating, solar
hot water and water de-
posits. Tel: 950 137 197
or 606 807 797
(250103)

FULLY Insured
UK/Spain Removals &
Storage, UK Trading
Standards Approved
www.indalotransport.com
634 33 64 68 or Freep-
hone Uk 0800 999 33
68  (250082)

ARE you self motivat-
ed and hard working?
We are looking for
administration/tele-
sales candidates. Ex-
perience not essen-
tial as full training is
given.  Applications
by email with full CV
should be sent to
r e c r u i t m e n t @ e u
roweeklynews.com

WE ARE looking for a
full time local re-
porter for the Almeria
edition of our news-
paper. Candidates
must have relevant
experience and Span-
ish is a bonus.  Please
contact me for
further details  jack
ie@euroweeklynews.
com

SOLAR WIND POWER
SOLUTIONS. Over 15
years installation experi-
ence. Established 12
years in Spain. Call Phil
for competitive prices on
636 261 240 or email
info@sunergyalmeria.com
(250224)

GENECO Pool construc-
tion. Tel 950 478 086 for
no obligation quote
(93401)

FLOOR AND WALL
TILING SPECIALIST Not
a jack of all trades, just
a master of one! Call
Steve Holman on 697
678 708 (246098)

WATERWELLS/BORE
HOLES, free preliminary
survey with “Minas” and
“Medio ambiente” re-
garding licence applica-
tion.  Comprehensive
quote prior to site visit.
Email enquiries:
info@wellsinspain.com
Web site: www.wellsins
pain.com  (251398)

Readers of a sensi-
tive disposition may
find some of the ad-
vertisements in this
section offensive.

VIAGRA/Kamagra/Cialis/
Weight loss pills the best
prices in Spain! BUY
ONE GET ONE FREE on
certain items. Order se-
curely & discreetly on-
line: www.costapills.net
Postal Nationwide deliv-
ery sales@costapills.net
(251393)

VIAGRA, cialis, kamagra
all areas 604 385 476.
Viagra4you19@gmail.
com  (252674)

PLUMBING SERVICES

2ND HAND FURNITURE

REMOVALS/STORAGE

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

SOLAR ENERGY

SWIMMING POOLS

TILING

WATER WELLS

XXX RELAXATION

XXX RELAXATION

PETS

PLUMBERS
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REMOVALS/STORAGE

PROPERTY FOR SALE

REMOVALS/STORAGE

SIGNS

SITUATIONS VACANT

TRANSPORT
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CALL: 952 89 33 80

MAZDA’S MX-5 RF is  the la tes t
winner of one of the world’s top de-
sign awards. The styish two-seater
retractable won the Red Dot: Best of
the Best 2017 prize for its visionary
design, hailed as a perfect blend of
beauty, practicability, and quality. 

It’s the second time the Japanese
brand, which has gone from strength
to strength since ending its partner-
ship with Ford, has won the award.
The fourth generation MX-5 soft top
achieved the same honour in 2015.

The RF is lightweight, fun to drive
and can easily back up its claim to be
the best roadster in history, design
experts claimed. It was selected by a
panel of 39 mechanics, design pro-
fessors and journalists who scoured
5,500 entries, making a shortlist of
102 finalists. 

They base their  decis ion on er-

gonomics, creativity, material quali-
ty, green credentials, and functionali-
ty. The Red Dot competition is ex-
tremely influential in the motoring
world. There are 47 categories over-
all, with each winner having the right
to bear the distinguished Red Dot la-
bel, an international seal of
design excellence. 

All winners have been showcased
at the Red Dot Design Museum in
Essen, Germany since its in-
ception in 1955. 

This  year ’s

winner of the Red Dot motorbike de-
s ign award was the 2017 Yamaha

XSR900.

Clarkson
Quote of the Week

A turbo: exhaust gasses go up into the turbocharger and
spin in, witchcraft happens and you go faster.” Some might say... 

Motoring shorts

CAR sale records were
smashed in the UK as British
drivers rushed to escape hefty
new environmental taxes im-
posed on all new car purchases
from April 1. 

Now only cars with absolute-
ly zero emissions are exempt
from the punitive tax that previ-
ously affected gas-guzzlers but
not the average vehicle.

The annual tax now stands
at £140 (€164) for standard
cars. Though surely not the
sole reason, the increase pre-
cipitated a huge volume of

sales in March as 562,337
new cars were registered more
than in January and February

combined. In 2016 a record 2.7
million cars were sold. 

March’s best seller was the
evergreen Ford Fiesta which
shifted 25,428 units, signifi-
cantly more than the Focus at
17,119. Volkswagen, Vauxhall
and Nissan are the nation’s
three other favourite brands. 

Record UK
car sales 

By Matthew Elliott 

The best of the best 

MAZDA MX-5 RF:
Officially the best of
the best.
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THE world has a new fastest production car.
The Bugatti Chiron has a theoretical maximum
speed of almost 300mph. That monstrous fig-
ure is electronically limited to 261mph
(420kph), a symbolic 3mph faster than its pre-
decessor the Veyron. Just for kicks, the
speedometer goes up to 500kph. 

Named after race driver Louis Chiron who,
at 55 was the oldest man to ever race Formula
One, the sleek £1.9 (€2.2) million package
comes with an evolved 8.0 litre quad turbo
W16 engine with a seven-speed twin clutch. 

It is not a hybrid. The Chiron can produce
1479bhp and 1180lb ft of torque. It can reach
186mph (300kph) from a standstill in 13.6 sec-
onds, faster than a McLaren P1. 

Built largely from carbon fibre the Ch-
iron weighs just 1,995kg and
has five different dri-

ving modes - Auto, Autobahn for cruising,
Handling  for track works, Lift for speed
bumps and Top Speed presumably for the Mo-
jave desert. 

There are three turbos, four water pumps, 10
radiators, 16 cylinders, 32 fuel injectors and
60,000 litres of air pumping around each
minute. There’s even a one carat diamond in
the speakers. 

Only 500 Chirons are scheduled for produc-
tion and 120 have already been snapped up de-
spite the enormous asking price. Many of those
buyers will have forked out an extra million
just for the privilege of getting it ahead of time. 

A force of nature 

Bugatti Chiron at the 2017
Geneva Motor Show. 
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JUST one month after the 2017 Geneva Motor Show closed its
gates, the motoring press is in New York City preparing for
even more debuts and glimpses into what 2018 holds in store.
The New York Motor Show runs from April 14-23 and is the
117th edition of the continent’s biggest motoring feast. 

A full preview is now available and shows that the show will
keep true to its roots with a more American feel than its Swiss
or French counterparts. 

There’s the Jeep Grand Cherokee Trackhawk, the latest off-
road beast to channel the advertising world’s inner Indian. It
has a powerful 6.2 litre V8 engine with 707hp. If that’s not
enough there’s the Dodge Challenger SRT Demon, more light-
weight than the Hellcat but with 800hp to satisfy power trip-
pers. 

Another American classic in the mix is the Buick Regal
TourX an estate car set to challenge Volvo and Audi for North
American dominance and showing that SUVs aren’t always the
best option for family drivers. 

The Range Rover Velar, a huge hit in Europe, will also make
its play for the lucrative American big car market. Reasonably
priced at around €40,000, it is already on sale in the States.

New York, New York

SUZUKI’S original S-Cross
didn’t look as sharp or as classy
as its main rival, the Nissan
Qashqai. But now a new ver-
sion of the S-Cross is available
and Suzuki has addressed those
styling issues.

New S-Cross has a bigger,
bolder and much more notice-
able front end, giving the model
greater road presence, and in-
side there is a softer feel and
more classy look to the dash-
board and upgraded fabrics for
the seats. The revised styling
comes together well and

widens the market for this type
of car, which tends to appeal to
more image-conscious buyers.

Under the bonnet, the old 1.6
litre petrol engine has gone, re-
placed by turbocharged 1.0 or
1.4 litre units, with the smaller
one offering less horsepower
yet delivering better perfor-
mance, and with reduced emis-
sions and improved fuel con-
sumption.

The new 1.4 does better still
in the pulling power stakes as
well as offering 138 hp and a
little more economy than the

previous 1.6 litre engine. There
is also a 1.6 litre 118 hp diesel
available, mildly modified from
last time and with slightly im-
proved emissions. It produces
combined fuel economy of 24.3
kpl (68.8 mpg). Four wheel dri-
ve is available as an option with
all the engines. 

S-Cross prices start at
€17,583 (£14,999) for a 1.0
litre version that comes with
Bluetooth, digital radio, air con-
ditioning, alloy wheels, heated
door mirrors and seven airbags. 

Mid-range models add satel-
lite navigation, dual zone cli-
mate control, front and rear
parking sensors, rear parking
camera, rear privacy glass, big-
ger alloys and

LED headlights. 
The top-spec S-Cross SZ5

All Grip features extra kit in-
cluding leather trim, heated
front seats, large opening glass
sunroof and alloy roof rails
among an extensive standard
features list. My SZ5 4x4 test
model cost €26,786 (£22,849)
and had the 1.4 litre engine and
six-speed manual gearbox. The
0-100 kph time is a nippy 10.2
seconds and fuel economy is
17.8 kpl (50.4 mpg).

The cabin is roomy front and
rear and the 430 litre boot is a
decent size and can be expand-
ed to 875 litres by dropping the
rear seats. I found the S-Cross
very pleasant to drive - smooth,
quiet and responsive, with com-
posed cornering and  a comfort-
able ride. What was especially

impressive was its precise
light-touch agility making it

effortless to drive. 
Add that to its at-

tractive new look and
Suzuki’s excellent re-
liability record and it
is clear the S-Cross
is now a strong com-
petitor in the expand-
ing SUV sector.

ROAD TEST by Nick Fletcher

Model: Suzuki S-Cross SZ5 4x4
Engine: 1.4 litre petrol 
Transmission:  6-speed manual
Performance: 0-100 kph 10.2 seconds
Economy: 17.8 kpl (50.4 mpg)
Emissions: 127g/km 

Stats panel:

Suzuki S-Cross SZ5

Model tested is UK specification. Equipment levels and prices may vary in different markets.

S-CROSS
SZ5: An
attractive
new look.



IT’S not often I’m left speechless,
but that’s precisely what happened
during a recent appointment with
my gynaecologist in London. As
soon as all the medical stuff was
over, his next words were: “That
novel of yours could have been
about me!” 

As I said, I was speechless, having
no idea he even knew about my first
novel, The De Clerambault Code, let
alone had read it or the others. (Every
single one, as it turned out.) 

Anyway, just like the main charac-
ter in it, he described how, over a pe-
riod of several months, he too had
been obsessively stalked by a patient
who sent him aggressive emails end-
ing up in blackmail. 

Eventually, he referred himself to
the General Medical Council - and
was subsequently totally cleared by
the medical tribunal.   

Phew, what a personal story,
which hit the national headlines!
Unfortunately, there wasn’t time to
mention that I’d also been stalked -
in Los Angeles - an experience that
resulted in the obsessive delusional
relationship depicted in my novel. 

Nor that studying law there, spe-
cialising in criminal law, led to my
growing interest in writing these
psychological crime thrillers featur-
ing investigative journalist Alice
Myers (as you know, all profits to
Costa del Sol Cudeca cancer chari-
ty), including the latest in the series
scheduled for publication this sum-
mer.  

No time either to mention the
colourful years I spent in LA. Apart
from bit parts in movies (the Eng-
lish accent was wot dun it!) and,
again through contacts, meeting fa-
mous actors - Paul Newman (those

eyes!), Harrison Ford and others -
there were also some dodgy mo-
ments. Like the morning when I
rushed into Law School and a Tax
Law Professor was shot dead right
in front of me! This shortly after J D
(Juris Doctor) Finals; I never did
find out if he’d pissed off some for-
mer client or just a student with fail-
ing grades…

Which reminds me, once one of
my readers, a student, graciously of-
fered to proofread my manuscript
and pinpoint any errors in punctua-
tion, spelling and style. Of course i
spel perffecttly and theres never no
punktuation, erors! so her job was
like, :- easy! Hapy Easta!    

Nora Johnson’s psychological /
suspense crime thrillers ‘No Way
Back,’ ‘Landscape of Lie,’ ‘Retri-
bution,’ ‘Soul Stealer,’,‘The De
Clerambault Code’ (www.nora-
johnson.net) available from Ama-
zon in paperback/eBook (€0.99;
£0.99) and iBookstore. 

Nora Johnson
Breaking Views
Nora is the author of popular psychological suspense and
crime thrillers and a freelance journalist. 
To comment on any of the issues raised in her column,
go to www.euroweeklynews.com/3.0.15/nora-johnson

Stop Press! The story
behind the headlines

FIRMLY established as a leading
real estate agency in San Juan de
los Terreros and the surrounding
areas, their team of friendly profes-
sionals are based in the office in
Calle El Puntal 2, San Juan de los
Terreros. They are on hand to offer
advice and support when choosing
to buy or sell a property in this
area of the Costa de Almeria and
Murcia.  

The team members speak a vari-
ety of languages including English,
Spanish, Dutch, French, Flemish,
German and Russian and all boast
exceptional customer service
skills. Caroline Smith founded the
business in 2010 with the aim of
providing a much-needed service
to the community and area for a fo-
cused and dedicated agency. 

Caroline lives with her family in
Terreros and has vast experience in
the Real Estate, Customer Service
and Financial Services industry. 

Her aim for the business is to
provide a service second to none,
for vendors and purchasers alike,
along with a whole host of addi-

tional services. 
Property consultants: 
Gala Raneart, Bryan Vanden-

berghe, Yuvannys Aurea and Drew

Edwards, are all invaluable team
members. Having gained a well-
earned reputation for offering a
quality service, Grupo Platinum
Estates has a long list of clients of
all nationalities with various bud-
gets looking for their perfect home
in the sun.

Looking to Sell? Grupo Plat-
inum Estates guarantees maximum
exposure of your property in many
different countries as well as in lo-
cal publications. New property list-
ings are urgently required in all
price brackets and all property
types to meet the needs of clients.

Looking to buy a property in the
area? You are guaranteed an honest
and friendly service from a team
which will be with you every step
of the way during the buying
process and beyond: we work to
achieve!

Grupo Platinum Estates has a
large portfolio of properties, in-

cluding private sellers, developers
and banks along the coast and can
help you find the perfect property
at the perfect price.

Keen to offer the whole pack-
age, Grupo Platinum Estates also
offers a range of associated ser-
vices including property rental and
management, financial and insur-
ance services, along with renova-
tions and upgrades to your proper-
ty, in collaboration with trusted
partners.

SUMMARY:
Looking to buy or sell on the Costa

of Almeria and Murcia, and the
San Juan de los Terreros area,
don’t compromise on service,

choose the experts. Contact Grupo
Platinum Estates today. Call, 950

466 112 or 666 687 251, email
info@grupoplatinum.com, or visit

the English website
www.grupoplatinum.com.

Grupo Platinum Estates: a winning
team serving every client’s needs

Advertising feature

PAUL NEWMAN: Oh those eyes!
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TEAM MEMBERS: Speak a variety of languages including English,
Spanish, Dutch, French, Flemish, German and Russian and all 
boast exceptional customer service skills.



WE have less  sport  this
weekend than last Saturday
and Sunday but nevertheless
there’s still plenty going on
to please everyone.

We’ll start with football,
and the Premiership match-
es over Easter are Crystal
Palace-Leicester, Everton-
Burnley,  Southampton-
Manchester  Ci ty,  Spurs-
Bournemouth, Stoke-Hull,
Sunderland-West Ham and
W a t f o r d -
Swansea on
S a t u r d a y,
Manchester
U n i t e d -
Chelsea and
WBA-Liver-
pool  on Sunday
and Middles-
brough-Arsenal on
Monday evening.

There’s virtually a
ful l  Championship
programme on
Good Friday,
the s tand-out
games being
Huddersfield-
Preston, New-
c a s t l e -

Leeds, Norwich-Fulham and
Wolves-Brighton while on
Saturday, Aston Villa play
Reading.

Then, on Easter Monday,
all 72 Championship, FL1
and FL2 clubs are in action,
several  of  them being in-
volved in promotion, play-
off and relegation battles.

In  Spain,  Real  Madrid,
seeking their 33rd La Liga
tit le,  visit  Sporting Gijon
while Barcelona (2nd) face
Real Sociedad (7th).

Meanwhile, tonight Man-
chester United play Ander-
lecht in the first leg of their
Europa League quarter-fi-
nal.  The return clash is at
Old Trafford next week.

C h a m p i -
o n s

League matches took place
on Tuesday and last night
(see Round Up).

Moving onto motor sport,
and on Sunday, the third F1
Grand Prix of  2017 takes
place in  Bahrain while  at
Donington Park in Leices-
tershire, we have the second
round of the 2017 Brit ish
Touring Car Championship
with Matt Neal expected to
do well.

Also this  weekend,  the
World Snooker  Champi-
onship gets  underway at
The Crucible in Sheffield.

ROUND UP:
• Over 70,000 punters

saw One For Arthur, trained
by Lucinda Russell and rid-
den by Derek Fox, win last
Saturday’s Grand National.
The 14-1 shot was the first
Scottish-based winner since
Rubstic in 1979. Cause of
Causes ,  my each-way
choice Saint Are (25-1) and
the favourite Blaklion fin-
ished 2-3-4. 

• Sergio Garcia  won

golf ’s  Augusta  Masters ,
beat ing England’s  Just in
Rose af ter  an extra  hole
play-off .  The Spaniard
claimed his first major tri-
umph after 74 attempts after
a quite thrilling and absorb-
ing tournament. 

• It was Lewis Hamil-
ton,  Sebast ian Vet te l  and
Max Verstappen 1-2-3 in the
Chinese Grand Prix in
Shanghai. 

• Spain superstar Mav-
erick Vinales made it  two
out of two with victory in
the second MotoGP of 2017
in Argent ina.  Valent ino
Rossi was second and Cal
Crutchlow third.

• GB, without  Andy
Murray, lost to France in the
Davis Cup quarter-final. 

• Premiership leaders
Chelsea won 3-1 at
Bournemouth; Manchester
City (4th)  beat  Hull  3-1;
Liverpool  (3rd)  defeated
Stoke 2-1; Leicester lost for
the f i rs t  t ime under  boss
Craig Shakespeare, going
down 4-2 at  Everton;  10-
man Sunderland (bottom)
were humbled 3-0 at home
by Manchester  United;
WBA lost  1-0 against
Southampton;  West  Ham
pipped Swansea (18th) 1-0;
Spurs (2nd) walloped Wat-
ford 4-0 and Burnley and
Middlesbrough (19th) drew
0-0. Arsenal played Crystal
Palace on Monday.

• In the Champi-
onship, Newcas-

t le  (2nd)

lost  2-1 at  Sheff ie ld
Wednesday (6th); Brighton
(top) won at QPR; Hudders-
f ie ld  (3rd)  went  down at
Nottingham Forest; Leeds
(5th) beat 2-0 and Norwich
thrashed Reading (4th) 7-1.

• In FL1,  leaders
Sheff ie ld  United beat
Northampton 2-1 but sec-
ond-placed Bolton lost 1-0
at Scunthorpe, while the top
three in FL2 all won, Don-
caster  against  Mansfield,
Plymouth over Crawley and
Portsmouth versus Yeovil. 

• In the SPL, champi-
ons Cel t ic  defeated Kil-
marnock 3-1 and Rangers
won 3-0 at Aberdeen.

• Real  Madrid -  La
Liga leaders by three points

with a game in hand - were
held 1-1 by city neighbours
Atletico in the local derby,
while  second-placed
Barcelona, who had Neymar
sent-off, lost 2-0 at Malaga.  

• On Tuesday, Serie ‘A’
champions-elect Juventus
played Barcelona and
Borussia Dortmund met AS
Monaco in the first legs of
the Champions League
quarter-finals and last night,
i t  was Atlet ico Madrid v
Leicester City and soon to
be declared Bundesl iga
champions Bayern Munich
v Spanish club Real Madrid.
The return games take place
next Tuesday/Wednesday.

• Castleford Tigers (14
pts) ,  Salford Red Devi ls
(12) and Leeds Rhinos (12)
stand 1-2-3 in Rugby’s Su-
per  League.  Widnes

Vikings are bottom. And
it’s Wasps (74 pts), Ex-
eter (69) and Saracens
(68)  at  the top of  the
Aviva PL.

• Former Harle-
quins and England
Rugby Union inter-
national hooker Bri-

an Moore is in hospi-
ta l  af ter  suffer ing a

heart attack. We wish
him well.

Tony Matthews
International Sports
A former player and now the world’s most
prolific author of football books with al-
most 150 published since 1975, Tony is al-
so the sports correspondent for Spectrum
Radio and lives on La Pilica in the Sierra
Cabrera Mountains overlooking Turre.

Costa de Almeria

Congratulations to ‘King Arthur,’ Lewis
the first and the ‘masterful’ Sergio
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DID YOU KNOW?
OF the 33m people (4/5ths Asian) who ‘say’ they sup-
port Manchester United, hundreds try in vain to obtain one
of the 76,000 tickets for a game at Old Trafford, because
the club, said in The Bleacher Report to be the most-hated
in the world, doesn’t care about fans! Loads of tickets go
out to sponsors and some companies don’t even bother to
hand them to serious football fans, hence at times, thou-
sands of seats remain empty at the ground! Earlier this
year, a crowd of 75,229 was declared by MU but the official
attendance on the day was 66,782. Say no more!

FOOTY FACT
SINCE 2002, Real Madrid has spent £253m on five play-
ers from Premiership clubs: Beckham, Ronaldo, Alonso,
Modric and Bale in that order.

LEWIS HAMILTON: Won
the Chinese Grand Prix in
Shanghai.

SERGIO GARCIA: Lifts his first major
trophy having won the US Masters.
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OVER 70,000 punters saw One For Arthur, trained by Lucinda Russell and ridden
by Derek Fox, win last Saturday’s Grand National.

Amigos Club de Bowling
championship event
ON April 1 and 2 the fourth
club championship of the Ami-
gos Club de Bowling, based at
the Almeria Tenpin Bowling
Centre in Arboleas, took place.
The event has been generously
sponsored by Ibex Insurance
since the club’s conception in
2013.

This year proved to be the
best yet with 34 entrants in the
first round and the top 16
bowlers qualifying for the
knockout stages. Bowlers were
seeded on their scores in the
first round. In order to qualify
for the final 16 a score of 613
or over (including handicap)
had to be achieved. This was 40
pins more than previous years.

A wide range of ability from
both sexes qualified from a 56
handicapper to a scratch
bowler. The standard of bowl-
ing continued with some high
scoring to qualify for the quar-
ter-finals, semis and the final.

Phil Taylor and Malcolm
Rogers battled it out in the final
with strike after strike through-
out all three games. Culminat-
ing in Malcolm coming out on
top with a scratch score of 678
(750 with handicap) and Phil
shot 665 (713 with handicap). 

Spectators said afterwards it
was by far the best final the
bowling centre had seen since it

opened seven years ago. 
A contributory factor to such

great bowing was the condition
of the bowling lanes, so a big
thank you must go to the cen-
tre’s manager Rafa and the me-
chanics that look after the lanes. 

Club chairman, Phil Taylor,
thanks Berni Campbell of Ibex
Insurance for again arranging
sponsorship for 2017/18. 

WEDNESDAY April 5
saw Badgers Bar Golf So-
ciety travel to Valle de Este
resort, one of the society’s
local courses.

Always a tricky course
players had to be at there
best to come in with a
good score. Jock Glynn
blasted any theories out the
water coming in with an
unprecedented 43 points. 

Full results:
1st Jock Glynn 43

points, 2nd Dave Wright
36 points, 3rd Steph Glynn
34 points.

NTP’s: 5th Fred Leach,
6th Colin Parker, 12th
Steph Glynn, 14th Duncan
Smart .

There were no two’s.
Badgers also play on

Saturdays. For further in-
formation call Duncan
Smart on 634 331 050.

Badgers
Bar Golf
Society

BETWEEN March 20 and
28 Cabrera Lawn Bowls
Club held The Cyril Heath
Handicap Singles Competi-
tion, the last competition in
the calendar year.

Matches were played
throughout and culminated
in the final which was held
on March 28 between Paul
Cartwright and Tony Wells.
The winner was the first
player to 21.

Paul definitely started
off the better and after 12
ends was 12-3 up. Tony
however, being the
competitive player he is,
never gave up and
clawed the score back to
17-10 in Paul’s favour after
19 ends.

Paul had the bit between
his teeth and wasn’t going
to lose the final and eventu-
ally won 21-11 after 23
ends. Many congratulations
to Paul and commiserations
to Tony. A very good final
enjoyed by the many spec-
tators who watched.

Cabrera Lawn
Bowls Club

GREAT FINAL: Winner Malcolm (L) with Berni and Phil (R).

WORTHY WINNER: Paul
Cartwright (L) and

runner-up Tony Wells (R).
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