
Almeria is finally jumping on
the biking bandwagon. 

The council will follow ex-
amples set by Murcia, Mala-
ga and Madrid by installing
hundreds of public bicycles
at key points across the city. 

The new scheme involves
400 bikes scattered around 61
locations which can be ac-
cessed by a one-off card pay-
ment, or by paying €40 for
an annual pass.

With the pass users can
ride 30 minutes for free, al-
lowing them to hop on, ride
to a market, and hop off

again at the nearest bike sta-
tion. 

On a pay-as-you-go basis
bikes will cost just €1 for a
half hour ride, with a €10
maximum fee for 24 hours
use. The total investment is
€600,000, money that mayor
Pacheco expects to be well
worth the reduction in pollu-
tion and improvement of

public health. 
City officials conducted a

major survey to ensure that
the green scheme was popu-
lar with residents. They
found that 48 per cent said
they were ‘likely’ to use it,
while 16 per cent would defi-
nitely take part. 

The most conservative es-
timate predicts that between

32-35,000 people will use the
bike fleet often.

Experiments in Sevilla and
Malaga found that many peo-
ple who start using the public
bikes soon decide to buy
their own and take up cycling
full time. 

Bikes will be available for
hire 24 hours a day and 365
days a year.

By Matthew Elliott

City to roll out public bicycle system
Green new world

A SPEEDBOAT owner is in trouble after using his vessel to harass
a pod of bottlenose dolphins near the port of Aguadulce.

Marine conservation group EQUINAC has filed an official com-
plaint against the skipper of the boat, whose identity is known to in-
vestigators, since the species is protected by Spanish law.

EQUINAC coordinator, Eva Moron, witnessed the incident first
hand as she returned from an observation trip, and she said: “We
spotted a motorboat near the fish farm which sped up and passed
through the farm illegally at a high speed, cutting off the path of the
dolphins, then giving chase as they swam away.

“We waved our arms and shouted but they ignored us at first, but
then they stopped what they were doing to see why we were upset.”

Moron explained how the pod had a calf with them and were
“dispersed and frightened,” before the boat sped off and stopped
right in front of a beach bar “right next to bathers” in another illegal
move.

When it finally reached its mooring in Aguadulce port, the boat
was met by two Guardia Civil cars, with patrols in the area having
been tipped off by the EQUINAC team.

Immoral porpoises 
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BIKING BANDWAGON: Almeria is following other cities.

DOLPHIN CHASE: Lands skipper in trouble. 
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Agent 
orange 
ALMOST 50,000 litres of
biological weapons will be
sprayed against mosquito
populations in the Andarax
river and coastal Almeria to
stop them infesting the
province during summer.   

Fresh start  
THE old fairground in
Almeria is being given a
€130,000 makeover with
the land set to be com-
pletely levelled and repur-
posed as a vast 25,000
sqm community space.  

Silly season
ROUGHLY 500 people
gathered to hear former
PSOE leader Pedro
Sanchez rally against the
government. He is fighting
to lead the Socialist party
again but faces a strong
challenge from Andalucian
president Susana Diaz.  

NEWS EXTRA

A TRIBUTE to famous Almeria
composer Jose Padilla was held
in the auditorium named after
him as it celebrated its 25th an-
niversary. More than two million
people have attended concerts in
the venue s ince i t  opened i ts
doors in 1992.  

The gala event was filmed live
on national television and saw
some of Europe’s finest singers
perform works made immortal
by the great Padilla. He was one
of the top composers of the 20th
century who saw his music per-
formed in  London,  New York
and Buenos Aires.  

Perhaps his most famous piece
was La Violetera which was in-
famously used in  a  Charl ie
Chaplin film by Paramount Pic-
tures without Padilla’s permis-
sion.  Singer Nuria Fergo per-
formed La Violetera in front of
thousands of fans and before the
cameras.  

The Jose Padilla Auditorium
has seen some fine performances
during its 25-year history with
even Chuck Berry among the
legends to have played. 

SOCIALIST politicians have savaged the an-
nual beach plan for Mojacar put forward by
the ruling Popular Party. Opposition coun-
cilors from the PSOE claim that the ‘retro-
grade’ plan smacks of the influence of a may-
or, Rosmari Cano, who has spent too much
time in city politics.  

They argue that the beach plan favours
some businesses over others as Mojacar pre-
pares for an immensely busy summer season.
Worse, they accuse Mayor Cano of granting li-
cences to local enterprises on a corrupt, jobs
for the boys basis.  

PSOE spokesman Manuel Zamora said that
new laws would restrict business and reduce
employment. Specifically he refers to limits on
beach hammocks, and open decks and chairs.  

Businesses who want hammocks now have
to go through a bizarre bureaucratic ordeal, re-
questing permission from the Andalucian re-
gional government. 

Hammocks are also restricted to between
March 15 and October 15 under the ordinance.
Critics argue that this sabotages attempts to
have Mojacar declared a 365-day destination
thanks to its gorgeous weather.  

In turn the Popular Party argue the measures
are to ensure tourists enjoy the utmost comfort
during their stay in Mojacar, with safety being
a top priority. 

Huge hammock
howlers’ hubbubNight of legends 

JOSE PADILLA: Auditorium named after him.
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Bloody 
history not
forgotten
IT was the 36th anniversary of the noto-
rious ‘Almeria Case’ on May 7, and
families of the victims held a memorial
and called for justice to finally be served. 

The shocking incident was one of the
most brutal acts of violence during
Spain’s long war against Basque sepa-
ratists ETA.  

On May 7, 1981 a group of Guardia
Civil officers in Almeria abducted three
young men from the Basque Country
they suspected of being connected to an
assassination attempt against the King.  

They tortured the trio to extract infor-
mation but soon realised they were inno-
cent civilians. To cover their tracks they
brought the men to Gergal on the out-
skirts of the Taberna Desert, shot them
dead and burned their bodies in a Ford
Fiesta. Three days later they claimed
they had killed three terrorists during an
explosive fire fight.  

Only three officers were convicted of
the crime, despite 11 being involved.
They were jailed for terms ranging from
12 to 24 years, but treated leniently in
what the courts described as manslaugh-
ter rather than murder.

Tune in, 
turn off
A TUNA company from Vera is under
fire following accusations that it sold
contaminated fish to shops in Granada
and Jaen. At present there are 21 con-
firmed cases of histamine intoxication
suggesting an entire batch of tuna was
contaminated before reaching the public.  

Samples have been taken from the
Garciden factory, which is now under
full investigation.  

Experts believe it is likely a question
of poor hygiene. The firm has been told
to recall all unsold from tuna from buy-
ers across the region. Consumers across
Almeria and Andalucia who bought
fresh tuna between April 25 and May 5
should consult their fishmonger and ask
whether it came from Garciden.  

None of the 21 people poisoned have
severe symptoms. Health problems in-
clude headaches, an itchy throat, sweat-
ing and redness. Extreme symptoms
may include nausea and vomiting. Only
between 30 and 40 kilos of the batch is
thought to be contaminated.

Fairground horror
A COURT has been set up to establish
whether there is any criminal responsibili-
ty regarding an accident at an Almeria
fairground, after a teenage girl with
dwarfism was thrown out of a ride, plum-
meted to the ground and broke her leg.   

The victim, 13, suffered the injury dur-
ing the San Marcos celebrations in mid-
April, and judges are now investigating. 

She lost consciousness before falling

but it is unknown why. Investigators be-
lieve she wasn’t belted in properly which
would suggest a case of negligence rather
than criminal responsibility.

Royal genius 
A TOP scientist from Almeria has won the
prestigious honour of being named a For-
eign Member of the Royal Society of
United Kingdom, the oldest scientific in-
stitution in the world. Gines Morata is on-

ly the fifth Spaniard to join the illustrious
club of intellects, including the Nobel
Prize winning Severo Ochoa.   

He has won the Prince of Asturias Sci-
entific award in 2007 and the King James
I award for research in 1996.

Fruity festival 
ONE of the biggest fruit and veg festivals
on the planet takes place in Almeria this
weekend. Exhibitors from dozens of coun-
tries, including the UK, Saudi Arabia and
Mexico are in the province for the second
edition of Infoagro. The festival runs from
May 10-12 where some of the most excit-
ing farming technologies are showcased.

The average number of sun-filled hours on the
Costa del Sol, making it the sunniest place in Spain
with nearly 100 hours more than the Canary Is-
lands in second spot.

Postscr ipt  to  ponder
DIRECT flights with key cities will help the Costa de Alme-
ria attract more German tourists than ever before this year.
Tickets have already been sold for a record 9,000 seats on
flights from Munich, Dusseldorf, Hamburg and Stuttgart.  

Though a fraction of the number of Brits who swarm to
the province each year, it’s a major boost for Almeria, which
was until very recently invisible to the German market. In
2011 the number of German tourists was virtually zero.  

Since then tourist chiefs have buttered up German tour op-

erators at top global events and established direct flights
from Almeria airport to the country. Around 50,000 Germans
have arrived since 2011, with numbers growing each year.  

On average German tourists spend five nights in Almeria.
Their numbers will help the province surpass the total of 5.5
million overnight stays enjoyed by tourists last year. Ger-
mans also spend highly and are already devoted to Spain.
Almeria tech wizards hope to encourage those bored with
regular jaunts to Mallorca to try somewhere more exciting. 

2,905

The German connection 

SPANISH FACTS OF LIFE...12

AROUND 100 different varieties of
cheese are produced in various regions
of Spain ranging from fresh to cured
and some fermented to blue.

The key characteristic of each is the
type of milk used with currently 13
cheeses with Denominations of Origin
- or DO - across the country.

Dependent on the area, time of year,
climate and tradition, cheese is pro-
duced with milk from cows, goats or
sheep, and some products include a
mixture.

Each cheese also differs due to
varying ageing or curing production
processes, with these frequently
decades old and identifying with local
history and tradition.

Flavours normally fall within three

categories: light, medium or strong,
with the latter typically produced with
a long curing process and from sheep’s
milk or a blend.

The Spanish frequently eat cheese
daily, and as a general rule, cheese
from cows’ milk comes from the north
in inland areas from Cantabria and the

Basque Country to Castilla-Leon,
Castilla La Mancha, Aragon and Ex-
tremadura. 

The Mediterranean coast from Cat-
alonia to Andalucia is mainly famed
locally for goats-milk cheese, while
the Canary and Balearic Islands are
largely known for goats’ cheese.

MANCHEGO is the most famous Spanish
cheese, wholly made from the ewe’s milk
of the Manchega breed of sheep. It is firm
and aged from two months to two years.

Protected under the DO classification
schemes of both Spain as well as the Euro-
pean Union, it is named after the La Man-
cha Province where i t  is  produced and
which was the home of Don Quixote. 

Mild with a taste of salty nuts, it was
originally produced to barter at market and
to provide a durable food for Spanish shep-
herds.

Majestic
Manchego

SPAIN SO CHEESY!  Spaniards love their local cheeses as much as their nationally
produced wines, with a Denomination of Origin upholding quality nationwide of some
leading brands. 

Cheesy 
cheer

MANCHEGO CHEESE: Mild with a taste of salty nuts.

LOCAL CHEESES:
Produced from cows,
goats or sheep.
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CATALONIA has introduced a contro-
versial sugar tax on a range of soft
drinks including some of the world’s
most famous brands.

Already tagged a ‘soda tax,’ it could
raise as much as €41 million a year for
the regional government’s coffers, de-
spite an insistence the aim was to im-
prove public health by reducing sugar
consumption according to World
Health Organisation recommendations.

The tax hike depends on the amount
of sugar in a drink, and customers will
have to pay more for products like ener-
gy drinks, fruit juices made from con-
centrate, chocolate drinks, sports, and
cold tea and coffee drinks.

The central government has previ-
ously looked to introduce such a levy
nationwide – it is already policy in
France and Denmark – but has always
backtracked.

USA, USA, USA
MANY students aim to work abroad af-
ter finishing studying, and 70 per cent
of those graduates look to the USA.

A study by a prestigious Barcelona
university found more than half pre-
ferred to work overseas, with just 46.6
per cent wanting to find a job in Spain.

From a poll of 500 it was discovered
only 8.56 per cent wanted to work in
Britain and 6.6 per cent in Germany.

Donkey work
VANDALS poured yellow paint onto a
donkey’s back and released it from its
enclosure, with its young, in La Pereda
de Llanes, in Spain’s Asturias region.

They sneaked into the enclosure and
poured several litres of plastic paint on
the back of four-year-old donkey, Mari-
na, before destroying the enclosure al-
lowing the animal and its two offspring,

A UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1993, Merida is
renowned for its Roman architecture and was built as a
stylised provincial capital of Rome, centre of an empire.

Founded in 25BC, with the name Emerita Agusta, it has
some of the most well-preserved archaeological remains in
Spain and was once the most important city in Roman
Iberia.

The city was founded by the Emperor Augustus and his
discharged soldiers were employed to protect a pass and
bridge over the river Guadiana; the Puente Romana is
still used by pedestrians and is the longest of all existing
Roman bridges.

Merida remains the capital of Extramadura. Historical-
ly its strategic importance was one end of the Silver Way –
the Via de la Plata – the route between the gold mines of
Asturica Augusta and Rome.

Visitors can explore Roman reservoirs still in use, the
aqueduct, the Circus Maximus – one of the best examples
in the world – and villas with precious mosaics. The Fo-
rum includes the Temple of Diana and the theatre is still
used to stage Greco-Roman classics or modern plays set in
ancient times.

After the Romans, Merida was important to the Visig-
oths and by the sixth Century was dominated by bishops
as the capital of Hispania and the occupation of the Moors
meant the ancient buildings were re-used or expanded but
maintained their splendour.

on SPAIN
Around the nation in 7 stories

e yeBitter pill
to swallow

Postcard
from
Merida

Guía and Guadalupe, to wander free.
The donkeys’ owner was alerted by

neighbours of what had happened and
searched the area until he located the
animals. The crime was reported at the
offices of the Guardia Civil who are in-
vestigating.

Buds of May
THOUSANDS of people arrived in
Madrid’s historic Puerta del Sol square
on May Day to attend a rally against
corruption.

The demonstration vented its anger
against the ruling Partido Popular; after
the PP found itself embroiled in a new
bribery scandal involving a former re-
gional president of Madrid.

Following a series of accusations
against political parties, unions, and
companies, corruption has become a
main concern for Spaniards after the
country’s ongoing unemployment
woes.

Free Press
WORLD Press Freedom Day has
prompted calls for journalists in Spain
to be free of the ‘pressures and threats’
of political parties.

The Madrid Press Association accus-
es politicians of trying to undermine the
work of the press and calls for the right
of the media to comment on events
without being bullied.

It has also demanded the repeal of
the so-called ‘gag law’ to allow free
speech to be protected to the same stan-
dards as under international law.

Crowning glory
A NEW book is attempting to restore
the tarnished reputation of King Carlos
I following the ‘errors’ leading to his ab-
dication in 2014.

King of Democracy looks at how
during his reign the royal was not a
mere spectator but helped bring Spain
democracy and economic prosperity.

The Temple of Diana.

• Pam Ferris (69), May 11, Actress
British actress best-known for her role as
Ma Larking in the popular TV show The
Darling Buds of May. She has also starred
in Rosemary and Thyme and Call the Mid-
wife and has featured in films such as
Matilda and Harry Potter and the Prisoner
of Azkaban.
• Catherine Tate (49), May 12,
Comedian/Actress
The English comedian’s hit comedy series
The Catherine Tate Show saw her play the
well-known characters of Nan, the Cockney
grandmother, and teenager Lauren Cooper
whose often copied catchphrase was ‘Am I
bovvered?’ She has appeared in TV shows
such as Doctor Who and the US version of
The Office. 
• Stevie Wonder (67), May 13,
Musician/Singer
One of the world’s best-
selling artists the
American singer is known
for his many hit songs
such as I Just Called to
Say I Love You and
Superstition. He has won
25 Grammy Awards and also an Academy
Award for Best Song. He has been blind
since just after he was born and he was only
11 years old when he signed for the Motown
label Tamla.
• George Lucas (73), May 14,
Filmmaker/Director
American filmmaker who created and
directed hit films such as the Star Wars and
Indiana Jones series, American Graffiti and
Willow. He also founded the companies
Industrial Light & Magic and Lucasfilm,
which he sold in 2012 to The Walt Disney
Company, reportedly for $4.05 billion.
• Andy Murray (30), May 15, Tennis
player
Scottish professional tennis player who is
currently the men’s world number one. He
has won three Grand Slam tournaments, two
Olympic golds for the men’s singles and a
silver for the mixed doubles. In 2017 he won
the BBC Sports Personality of the Year  for
a record third time.

Birthdays



ARTISTS, writers and local
families were among the thou-
sands of people who showed up
at Rodalquilarte, Nijar for the
second edition of a now annual
tribute festival. Rodalquilarte is
a key attraction in the Cabo de
Gata-Nijar natural park which
encompasses Roman relics,
volcanic rocks and extremely
unusual geological formations.  

Mayor of Nijar, Esperanza
Perez Felices, was in atten-
dance for the new exhibition
which features works from 91
artists across the world, creat-
ing one of the largest outdoor
museums in all of Andalucia.  

It is part of a move towards
cultural tourism, highlighting
Nijar as a destination that tran-
scends sun, sea and sand to
form an intriguing historic at-
traction in its own right. 

The exhibition is dedicated
to famous writer and Almerian
women’s rights activist Carmen
de Burgos on the 150th an-
niversary of her birth. 

www.euroweeklynews.comNEWS 11 - 17 May 2017 / Costa de Almería 5

Romans
and
volcanoes 

Now we want to hear your views.
YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

www.euroweeklynews.com

Prince Philip retires
OUR VIEW

TO some a bit like marmite, love him or hate him, the often
controversial Duke of Edinburgh has decided to take retire-
ment from Royal Duties.

There was a huge flurry of interest in the Royal House-
hold when an almost unheard of call for all members of
staff to attend a special meeting which included video con-
ferences was announced.

In the end it was simply to confirm that shortly after his
96th birthday, Prince Philip, would retire from public func-
tions and his diary would be cleared with effect from Au-
gust 2017.

Recently, a number of duties previously undertaken by
the Queen who is now 91 were handed over to the Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge and after 65 years of service,
that Queen Elizabeth and her Consort want to scale down
their activities.

This doesn’t mean that we have seen the last of the some-
times amusing, sometimes grumpy and sometimes embar-
rassing Prince but he will simply turn up to events and func-
tions that take his fancy rather than make advance
commitments to attend.

When you are married to one of the richest women in the
world, you can be fairly certain that medical support will be
of the highest quality but at 96, time is not on his side and
he wants a bit of a rest.

Peak
stars 
WITH 650 walkers cover-
ing 13 routes, Vicar’s huge-
ly successful ‘Sport and Na-
ture’ programme came to an
end after seven months of
exhilarating climbs in the
hills of Almeria.

Bad move  
BURGLARS who stole a
credit card from an Alme-
ria home were caught
when they ordered
€1,300 worth of goods
online then tried to pay
for drinks at a local bar
using the card.  

Hours row 
CALLS to set up a govern-
ing board to rule over
Almeria’s iconic central
market are growing louder.
Constant disputes over
opening hours are badly af-
fecting businesses and cus-
tomer satisfaction. 

NEWS EXTRA

TRIBUTE: Party begins at Rodalquilarte.
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High winds
FERRIES between Melilla
and Almeria were briefly
cancelled after high winds
caused a vessel to collide
with a dam near the port of
Malaga. Wild weather has
disrupted dozens of jour-
neys in recent weeks. 

Gym rat 
POLICE arrested a man
who broke into five gym
lockers at an Almeria
club, stealing credit cards,
cash and valuables then
was caught on camera
mugging a young girl out-
side the gym, taking her
purse.   

Job joy 
JOBLESS numbers plum-
meted by 1,646 in Almeria
Province in April, meaning
there are now just 61,466
unemployed, a huge im-
provement on the crisis
years as Almeria continues
its strong recovery. 

NEWS EXTRA

THE 62nd edition of the world’s longest
running annual singing contest will take
place this Saturday in Kiev, Ukraine, but
Britain’s entry is not the bookies’ favourite.

Ahead of the spectacle, bookmakers
Ladbrokes have reported that the UK are
looking fairly friendless, with the odds on
them taking home the title being bigger
than ever before at 50/1. 

The bookmakers have even taken sever-
al bets on UK entrant Lucie Jones receiv-
ing nil points at odds of 14/1.

Nicola McGeady of Ladbrokes told Tel-
lyMix: “Punters are preparing for a Brexit
backlash from voters judging by the lack of
support coming in for Lucie Jones. Usually
we are knocked over with patriotic support,
but for the first time ever, punters aren’t
getting behind the UK.”

BBC Eurovision host Graham Norton
previously admitted he didn’t rate Lucie’s
chances at Eurovision 2017.

He told the Daily Star newspaper: “I’m
just not sure it will happen for us this year.
I mean, I could be wrong as Germany have
won, Austria have won. So, I suppose peo-
ple who never win, win.

“On the night, anything can happen. I’m

just not sure it will for us,
though.”

Celebrities across Europe
are preparing for the show-
down.

Enrique Iglesias has
shirked Spain in favour of
Montenegro’s Slavko Kalez-
ic. 

Enrique is no stranger to Eurovision. His
dad Julio Inglesias represented Spain in
1970 but only finished in fourth place, and
Enrique himself was the interval act at the
first Eurovision Dance Contest.

Meanwhile, Russia’s 2009 winner Dima
Bilan is backing 17-year-old Bulgarian su-
perstar Kristian Kostov. He mentored Kris-
tian on the children’s version of The Voice
Russia and the pair performed an incredi-

ble duet together.
Hope may not be lost for Lucie Jones as

former One Direction singer Liam Payne
cheers her on. Liam’s girlfriend Cheryl was
Lucie’s mentor on The X Factor in 2009
and they’re getting behind the UK’s Euro-
vision entrant.

Eurovision 2017 will air on Saturday on
BBC One from 8pm.

Will Eurovision Brit face
Brexit backlash?

SLIM
CHANCE:
Will Lucie

Jones face
Brexit

backlash?

AEPA, the Association
of  Entrepreneurs  and
Professionals of Albox,
has urged Mayor Fran-
cisco Torrecillas to im-
prove the appearance of
the town’s  s t reets  and
their accessibility to the
public.

Many local  business
owners  are  concerned
that  recent  asphal t ing
has left the centre look-
ing crude and want new
lights, public furniture
and green spaces.   

They argue that plans
to create a kind of open
shopping centre hinge on
both local politicians and
businesses being on the
same page.

AEPA are  cal l ing on
the council to hold pub-
l ic  meet ings on key
shopping issues such as
parking and mobility as
they try to attract more
shoppers ahead of sum-
mer.  

Street
spirit
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TOTTENHAM stars Dele Alli, Kieran
Trippier and Michael Vorm were
spotted soaking up the Spanish
sun as they hit party island Ibiza
this week.
England heart-throb Alli, 21, was

snapped frolicking in the waves
with his  l ingerie  model  gir l -
f r iend Ruby Mae,  22,  who
caught the eye in a microscopic
Calvin Klein bikini as her other
half  exposed his  toned
physique.

The players  je t ted out  of
London just hours after losing a
crucial Premier League match to
West  Ham, which appears  to
have al l  but  ended Spurs’
chances of the title this year.

But  this  appeared far  f rom
their minds as they tucked into

sushi and cool drinks while chill-
ing on their loungers.

Photo Credit Twitter.

Hotspur’s
hot stuff

FORMER Big Brother star
Imogen Thomas has been
soaking up the Spanish sun-
shine this week.

The 34-year-old paraded a
series of skimpy bikinis from
her own Chasing Summer
range, posting a series of saucy
shots on Instagram before hit-
ting the beach

The mother-of-two was pic-
tured with youngest daughter
Siera as she made a splash in
front of the waiting paparazzi.

Having debuted a tiny yellow
bikini, she followed it up with
equally miniscule blue and teal
numbers, also rocking a one-
piece before slipping into a re-
vealing sarong.

The curvaceous reality star
was crowned Miss Wales in 2003
before   shooting to fame as a
Big Brother contestant in 2006,
but is now making waves as a
swimwear designer.

Spring break for
Big Brother star

IMOGEN THOMAS: Soaking up the Spanish sunshine.

Historic 
attack
A MAN and a woman were
arrested after fighting one
another in the heart of his-
toric Almeria. The man
faces serious charges after
hitting his partner with a
blunt instrument.   

Green kings 
THE University of Alme-
ria is strutting its stuff as
global researchers visit
looking for future top sci-
entists. The institute is
globally renowned for its
agricultural science ex-
pertise.  

Rising costs 
A LEFTWING alliance of
councillors is suggesting
that all council meetings be
broadcast online to im-
prove transparency. It
comes as Roquetas de Mar
faces fresh resident outrage
over rising water prices.  

NEWS EXTRA

DELE ALLI: The heart-
throb is chilling out in
Ibiza.



PLANS to improve access
to one of  Almeria’s  most
popular beaches have been
presented by Carboneras
Council. The project would
open up a third pathway to
the world famous Los Muer-
tos beach and allow an extra
100 or so vehicles in during

the height of summer.  
At 350 metres long the

new pathway would also be
large enough to accommo-
date a shuttle bus to ferry in

the thousands of  tourists
who flock to Los Muertos
each year. The idea is to pre-
vent the long queues which
have bedevilled the beach

experience for tanners and
swimmers in past years.  

Building the third path-
way and an additional car
park wil l  cost  around
€50,000 to be borne by the

council. It would be an in-
telligent solution to over-
crowding problems, made
much worse by steep slopes
where people are forced to
park haphazardly. 

By Matthew Elliott
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Farmhouse 
fiend 
A VICAR man was arrest-
ed after being caught steal-
ing a set of wooden pallets
from a local farmhouse.
The 35-year-old was spot-
ted by rural police on alert
after receiving warnings
from residents.   

Viral video  
A VIDEO about the
shoddy state of Alme-
ria’s railways went viral
on social media. The
video from Mesa del
Tren shows a catalogue
of broken promises
from politicians stretch-
ing back decades.  

Big brother  
PRESIDENT of Almeria’s
Popular Party, Gabriel
Amat, lent his support to
embattled El Ejido mayor
Francisco Gorgora, who
faces four years in prison
over an undeclared and
suspicious loan.  

Four years 
A MAN caught by under-
cover police in an Alme-
ria bar with 133 grams of
cocaine has been sen-
tenced to almost four
years in prison. The stash
had a street value of al-
most €5,000.  

NEWS EXTRA

A ROYAL Eagle Owl was
rescued by Guardia Civil
officers in Almeria who
found it hobbling along
the AL-3208 in Nijar with
a leg injury.  

An eagle-eyed driver
had spotted the owl as
he whizzed by and con-
tacted the authori t ies .
The officers were quick-
ly dispatched and soon
found the owl with seri-
ous injuries. 

They believe it was run
over by a car, which fortu-
nately only hit its leg. One
eye was also damaged.
The owl spent the night in
the Guardia Civil barracks
in Nijar before being
transferred to a vet for
treatment.  

Also known as the bubo
bubo, the Eagle Owl is
one of the largest owl
species and is heavily pro-
tected under Spanish law. 

Winged survivor
rescued by police

Sneak beach peak 

LOS MUERTOS: Thousands flock there each year.





CONSTRUCTION of a new
roundabout in Mojacar has
been organised by a special-
ist architect using materials
donated by Almanzora Val-
ley quarry king Francisco
Cosent ino.  Par t  of  the
roundabout, including the

Indalo at  the top,  is  made
from Dekton, a strong new
mater ia l  developed from
stone quarries in Macael.  

Dekton is considered one
of the strongest materials in
the business and has revolu-
tionised urban construction
across the world. Mojacar
has perhaps the most expen-

sive and unbreakable round-
about  in  Spain,  which is
saying something.  

The Cosentino group is
headquartered in Cantoria
but has offices throughout
the globe. It is best known
for its Silestone quartz sur-
faces  for  expensive
kitchens.

By Matthew Elliot
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Sadist 
jailed
A MAN who mentally
abused his wife for 15
years causing her to suf-
fer crippling anxiety and
post-traumatic stress was
jailed for two years after
the abuse became physi-
cal and he tried to rape
her.

Health cuts 
COMPLAINTS over the
shoddy state of Huercal-
Overa hospital have
been raised with the re-
gional government. A
planned new health care
unit was cancelled in re-
cent budget cuts from
Madrid. 

West test 
A NEW masters degree at
the University of Almeria
is in Cinematography.
Top Spanish directors are
teaching on the course,
which involves regular
excursions to Spaghetti
Western site the Tabernas
Desert.  

Super smell
AN elderly man was res-
cued by Guardia Civil of-
ficers after he slipped
down a ravine in Paterna
del Rio. Sniffer dogs fol-
lowing a helicopter opera-
tion found him, disorien-
tated but physically ok.  

Robot wars
STUDENTS in Los Gal-
lardos were treated to
an exhibition on robotic
drones thanks to a do-
nation of time, equip-
ment and knowledge
from the Albox Comput-
er Club. 

Virgin theft
RESIDENTS of Huebro
are defending their cher-
ished Virgin Mary statue
from Nijar priest Jose
Bonilla who annually
tries to borrow the icon
for a few weeks but kept it
longer than promised in
2015.     

NEWS EXTRA

NEW ROUNDABOUT: Featuring the Indalo.

Simply the best

ALMERIA received just 6.6 per cent of
the tourists who swarmed into Andalucia
last year but came top of the table in trav-
eller reviews. Researchers found that
guests in Almeria gave an average mark
to the province of 8.4 out of 10.  

Sevilla, Malaga, Cadiz and Granada all
scored less.  Only Cordoba t ied with
Almeria on 8.4. Visitors to Almeria also

stay longer, averaging 8.3 days, than any-
where else except Malaga. The only area
Almeria falls short is how much tourists
spend, though of course lower prices
might be why they give such high marks.  

Tourists spend an average of €58.46 in
the province each day compared to the
Andalucia average of €65 and a hefty
€89.23 in Sevilla.

Punching above
their weight 





BITING criticism of cat colony
treatment has seen the official
policy of Almeria’s ruling Pop-
ular Party described as absurd.
Socialist councillor Ines Plaza
said it is crazy to concentrate
colonies of wild cats around
only a few key areas.  

She claims that the govern-
ment should take a leaf out the
book of other major European
cities which embrace their
street cat populations, putting

them to good use. She argues
that the very idea an entire pop-
ulation of cats can simply be
moved to different areas, with-
out them returning, betrays a
basic ignorance of the animal.  

It would be far better, Plaza
argues, to encourage communi-
ty solutions and take advice
from the hundreds of anony-
mous caregivers who help look
after wild cats, feeding and
sterilising them. 

The capture, sterilise, release
programme has seen many
neighbourhoods embrace their
pest killing cat populations.
Plaza fear that plans to create
giant colonies will destroy all
this good work.  

Under council plans the su-
per cat colonies will be
moved to the outskirts of the
city and largely left to fend
for themselves. 
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Birth pangs 
CRITICS singled out
Almeria as the worst
province in Andalucia in
terms of midwife numbers.
With just four midwives for
every 100,000 residents, an-
other 200 are needed to
bring numbers up to scratch.

Found safe 
A 72-YEAR-OLD man
with Parkinson’s was res-
cued in Guarros, Almeria,
after going for an unex-
pected walk. Firefighters
and police took part in a
huge search operation be-
fore he was safely recov-
ered.

Teeth lost 
A DENTIST was ordered to
pay €25,000 to a woman
who asked for braces and
ended up losing six teeth
during disastrous treatment
at a central Almeria clinic,
requiring expensive dental
implants.   

NEWS EXTRA

THE former mayor of
Zurgena and his lackies
face a combined total
of 180 years in prison
and 1 ,050 years  d is -
qualification from pub-
lic service. 

Candido Trabalon
and his associates are
accused of conspiring
to grant hundreds of il-
legal licences for build-
ing homes.  

Traba jon  faces  a
range  of  charges  in-
c luding  br ibery,  cor -
rupt ion  and  i l l ega l
planning. 

He  i s  be l ieved  to
have forged paperwork
to give non-buildable
land a semblance of le-
gality so he could punt
construction licences to
industry associates for
a healthy profit.  

Prosecutors believe
he profited from the de-
velopments  through
contacts  with compa-
nies  owned by his  fa-
ther and brother-in-law. 

At  least  120 homes
bui l t  i l legal ly  across
Zurgena during his
tenure are  thought  to
have earned him sub-
stantial payments.

Mafioso
mayor
faces jail

Cat wars
commence 

CATS: Doing alright for themselves in Almeria's Old Town.  
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Tin win
CARREFOURS across
Almeria became food
banks as the supermarket
chain encouraged shoppers
to donate non-perishable
items and generate more
than 100,000 kilos of food
for poor families.   

Wiki wars    
WIKIPEDIA writers
who touch on topics re-
lated to Almeria held a
meeting to try and make
their content speak with
one positive voice about
Almeria, rather than
dozens of different styles
and opinions.   

Fast flight  
PUBLIC flights from Alme-
ria to Melilla in North
Africa could soon become
common under new pro-
posals headed to Brussels
for approval. It would
make travel to Africa easi-
er than ever before.   

NEWS EXTRA

THERE was pandemo-
nium on the pi tch as
around 20 fans from a
Malaga amateur football
team invaded the pitch
in Almeria and threat-
ened to kill the referee. 

There was a friendly
atmosphere at the youth
league game held at
Club Natacion’s
grounds in Almeria until
the 89th minute.  

Malaga team Tiro de
Pichon were ahead 1-0
when the home team
were given a controver-
sial penalty.

Without even waiting
for the penalty kick, 20
odd fans sprinted onto

the pi tch armed with
water bottles and began
at tacking the referee
and the Almeria players.  

They threatened to
ki l l  the  poor  s t r iker
tasked with taking the
penalty before skulking
off  the pi tch to  watch
him take the shot.

He missed voluntari-
ly, kicking the ball out
of  play to  avoid more
violence.  

An invest igat ion is
now taking place and
the fans are facing a to-
tal ban from all matches
if they are found guilty
of assault and intimida-
tion.

Penalty
panic 
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HUNDREDS of top business
leaders from across Almeria
and southern Spain protested
against systematic neglect of
the so-called Mediterranean
Corridor, the profitable rail
link from Cadiz all the way
to France.   

The Corridor is a vastly
more efficient way to trans-
port goods, particularly fruit
and veg, than using thou-
sands of trucks each day to
ship Spanish produce to Eu-
rope. But its weakest point is
in Almeria which has no
high speed rail connections,
unlike in Malaga, Valencia,

and Barcelona.   
The delay, expected to last

until 2023, means that the
Almeria-Murcia link is the
weakest in the Mediter-
ranean chain, and costing
billions in lost revenue each
year.

Almerian businesses are
furious about the delay, but
the meeting on May 10 saw
600 attendees, many from as
far as Barcelona, who are al-
so disgusted by the lost prof-
its.   

The large meeting was
held under the auspices of
the Valencian Association of

Entrepreneurs,  which has
long urged the national gov-
ernment to invest in Alme-
ria. The 600 enraged busi-
nessmen heard how much
time and money is wasted
under present circumstances.   

For instance the distance
as the bird flies from Alme-
ria to Murcia is  just  173
kilometres. Yet by travelling
between the cities by train
you would have to cover 732
kilometres of track, a trip
which easily takes nine
hours.

At almost six hours,  i t
now takes much longer to

travel from Almeria to
Seville than i t  does from
Glasgow to London.  

The entrepreneurs aren’t
concerned about the effect
on travellers or families.
Their key concern is the

waste this entails  for the
transport of millions of tons
of goods for export  to the
EU each year. 

Trucks are used for speed,
despite the technology for a
quick rail  network being

available for decades.   
They have already formed

an association In Defence of
the Railways, calling for ur-
gent investment and have
called for more protests until
their voice is heard.

The missing Mediterranean Corridor link

POLICE nabbed a suspected
drug dealer in the Almeria
Poniente with a huge stash
of cocaine and methadone in
his car.

Guardia Civil  officers
pulled the suspicious look-
ing vehicle over at 5.30 in
the area, known as the plas-
tic sea for i ts hundreds of
greenhouses.  

Inside the car they found
37 cocaine wrappings and 12
methadone tablets. Though
available on prescription, the
opiates came with no docu-
mentation. Police immedi-
ately arrested the driver and

his female accomplice.  
The area itself has gained

notoriety as the location for

hit Spanish crime drama Mar
de Plastico which is set in a
fictional Almeria town.

Plastic villain 

HIDDEN STASH: Uncovered by police in raid.
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ALREADY world famous for its natural
parks, Almeria could have another in its
midst. There are talks on combining the
Tabernas desert and Sierra Alhamila park to
create a ‘single protected space’ under the
umbrella of a national natural park.   

The prospect has the support of both the
Andalucian government’s natural resources
department and Tabernas mayor Jose Diaz.
Local scientists are also delighted by the
progress, having urged protective measures
for quite some time.   

The only true desert on continental Eu-
rope, Tabernas has a protected space of al-
most 12,000 hectares while the Sierra Al-
hamila park covers more than 8,000. They
are very much intertwined but protective
measures vary wildely.   

Critics have argued the current protection
regime is insufficient to properly protect the
unique ecosystems seen throughout the
desert. Exceptions are presently made for
hunting, tourism and adventure sports. A
strong filming industry using the spectacu-
lar scenery also enjoys more freedom than

conservationists would like.   
Under the new plans, hunting would be

permitted only as a means of controlling
and protecting local wildlife populations.
Money from tourism and filming would be
used to protect the area, while strict new

measures would be in place to preserve the
area’s heritage.   

If the move goes ahead the expanded
area will be Almeria’s third protected natur-
al park after the Cabo de Gata-Nijar and
Sierra Maria-Los Velez.

From dusty desert
to national park

TABERNAS DESERT: Could soon be a protected natural park.
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Better 
testing 
NEW equipment has
transformed El Toyo hos-
pital into a top unit for
optometry testing. Hun-
dreds of patients have al-
ready benefited from the
devices and are no longer
forced to go to Almeria
for treatment.  

French kiss 
ARCHITECTS are con-
sidering remodelling El
Cable Frances, a mas-
sive 330 metre mineral
loading station, into a
tourist attraction, fol-
lowing plans to convert
nearby El Cable Ingles
into a shopping centre.  

Road repair 
WORK began on fixing
the A-1000 road from
Huercal de Almeria to Vi-
ator which is in urgent
need of repair with some
16,000 vehicles passing
along the road each day. 

Spring 2018 
ALMERIA has already
decided its official public
holidays for 2018. There
are 12 essential non-
working days including
March 29 and 30, Holy
Wednesday and Thursday
before Easter Sunday on
April 1.

World War
A MOVING ceremony
paying homage to
Almerian victims of the
Nazi Holocaust took
place on May 5. The tra-
ditional tribute takes
places each year at the
Almadrabillas park
near El Cable Ingles. 

Camp out 
CHILDREN from a Saha-
ran ethnic group left their
desert refugee camp for
two months in a proper
campsite in Almeria
where they will receive
health care, proper
clothes and play games
before returning.

NEWS EXTRA

THE Royal British Legion Mojacar
branch meets on the first Thursday of the
month at the Centre of Multi Uses (Arti-
san Centre), Mojacar Pueblo at 11.15am
where all are welcome.

The branch plans to continue having
its second meeting of the month, which

is held on the third Thursday, as a cof-
fee/lunch meeting.

Upcoming events include the branch
social Thursday May 18 from 11.30am
at Hotel Tika, Garrucha, followed by
wine tasting with lunch. Then on Mon-
day May 22 there will be a day trip to

Castillo de Tabernas olive oil factory
with wine tasting at Bodega de Abolo-
duy and lunch for €35.

The RBL golf day will take place on
Saturday May 27 at Aguilon Golf Club.
Please contact Tom Tannant by email on
thomastannant@outlook.com.

The Royal British Legion provides
lifelong support for the armed forces
community serving men and women,
veterans and their families. Please call
676 451 780 (9am-5pm weekdays) or
email assistance.rbl.dns@gmail.com or
rblmojacar@gmail.com. 

Royal British Legion, Mojacar branch



Your Belgian estate agent at the coast!

IT is often difficult  to attribute a painting by an
anonymous artist, but it appears that a new piece on
Brexit is by Banksy.

The artwork has appeared on the side of a building
in Dover, near to the ferry terminal and opposite
Calais, until recently the home of ‘refugees’ anxious
to get to the UK for a new life.

This enormous mural shows a worker on top of a
ladder chipping away one of the stars on the Euro-
pean Union flag.

Following the recent opening of his ‘Walled Off
Hotel’ in Bethlehem and other murals,  Banksy,
whose real identity is known by just a few people,
is one of Britain’s most prolific and popular living
artists.

BREXIT PAGE
By John Smith

British artist Banksy
reveals his Brexit view TO a great  extent ,  Brexi t

news has taken a back seat to
General Election news as the
var ious  par t ies  prepare  to
launch their manifestos.

What  i s  c lear  i s  tha t  the
Conservatives appear to en-
joy a significant lead in the
somewhat tarnished opinion
pol ls  but  tha t  both  Labour
and the Tories are united in
the decision to push Brexit
through,  i f  e i ther  par ty  i s
elected to govern.

Only the Liberal Democ-
rats of the ‘main’ parties who
would have to make a come-
back akin to David against
Goliath want to see a second
referendum on the Brexit de-
cision and whilst the SNP are
qui te  determined that  they
want Scotland to remain in
the EU, it appears that their
ta lk  of  a  second indepen-
dence referendum might just
help the Scottish Conserva-
tives.

The French Pres ident ia l
e lec t ion could  have had a

major effect  on the Bri t ish
General Election as if Marine
Le Pen had become pres i -
dent, there could well have
been a new ‘Exiteer’ but the
success  of  Emmanuel
Macron,  leader  of  La Re-
publique En Marche (Repub-
lic on the Move) could help
the Conservatives almost un-
intentionally.

He will be anxious to see
whether at the upcoming par-
liamentary elections, his par-
ty can gain any seats but he
is already talking about clos-
ing down Bri t i sh  cus toms
and immigrat ion posts  in
Calais  and making Bri ta in
cope with asylum seekers in
Dover.

In such a scenario and per-
haps because Theresa May
has called, once again,  for
the reduction of migrants to
the tens of thousands annual-
ly, the British public might
consider her to be stronger in
the face of a new ‘invasion’
than Jeremy Corbyn.

Brexit overshadowed
by General Election

CHIPPING AWAY: At Europe.
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BRAVE cancer battler Leo Bermeja is back in Almeria after under-
going six weeks of ground-breaking proton beam therapy in the
United States, and the Euro Weekly News was on hand to join the
celebrations at his homecoming party.

A sizeable group of friends, family members and supporters gath-
ered at the Laguna restaurant in Las Marinas, Vera, to welcome him
back from his six weeks of treatment in Oklahoma and wish a belat-
ed happy birthday to big sister Sofia, who recently turned nine.

Among the many gifts on display was a framed copy of one of
the first double-page spreads that we ran as part of our ongoing Leo
the Lion campaign.

Leo, mum Karen and Sofia were all in high spirits despite suffer-
ing from jetlag, having only travelled to Spain from Canada three
days beforehand and losing some luggage along the way.

Karen kindly agreed to an exclusive chat with us, during which
she explained what will happen next as four-year-old Leo’s fight
against a rare form of brain cancer continues.

“We’re still catching up to be honest,” she laughed. “Over the
next two weeks I’m planning to let Leo chill a bit and get
over the jetlag.

“After that we’ll see how he is about starting at the
special needs school in Vera again, then once we’ve
got the clear scan over with we’re thinking about
hyperbaric oxygen therapy, which they
have in Malaga.”

She went on to explain how this
type of treatment exposes the patient
to high oxygen concentrations,
which can help stimulate the growth
of new brain cells before the de-
layed effect of the proton therapy
kicks in.

Due to a lack of knowledge
about the type of cancer he has,
Leo must also undergo a brain
scan every six weeks for the next
two years before any definitive
evaluation can be made, and he

also needs an intensive rehab programme.
“The fundraising doesn’t stop since we don’t know the

cost,” says Karen. “They’ve recommended he needs a walker which
costs about €4,000, for example, and he hasn’t had any benefits
from the Spanish government yet, which won’t be backdated when
they finally come through.”

Overall though, Karen remains incredibly upbeat despite the fam-
ily’s ordeal, and she was keen to express her gratitude to

EWN readers and others who have helped Leo’s cause.
“Thank you to everyone who has sup-

ported us from day one, there are
no words to describe it and it

is overwhelming how Leo
has touched so many

people’s hearts.
“It is crazy how

people who
don’t know him

feel like they
love him and

relate to him.
“Even if the

worst happens to
Leo at least he’s

done that, at least
he’s given hope to

others.”
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TEAM EWN: Jackie and Matt hand over a gift.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Sofia celebrated her 9th.

At 
least

Leo has
given hope to

others.”

HOMECOMING: Many people attended the party.

To give your support to the ongoing Leo the Lion fundraising campaign you can donate in the following ways:

THE FAMILY: Karen, Leo, Sofia and Jorge.

Welcome home Leo the Lion



www.euroweeklynews.comCOMMUNITY 11 - 17 May 2017 / Costa de Almería 25

THE Spanish Association
Against Cancer, AECC, in
collaboration with the Mo-
jacar Town Council, held
the now traditional ‘Lazo
de la Vida’ (ribbon for life)
day which is held annually
in the town.

In its sixth consecutive
year,  the Local Mojacar
Committee and the Gar-
rucha volunteers organised
a day of collaboration and
fun in order to raise funds
for research in the fight
against cancer.

Rosmari Cano, the may-
or of Mojacar, and Raquel
Belmonte, the councillor
for Fiestas, also joined in
solidarity with the cause.

The mayor highlighted
the important work of the
AECC and the work the
Local Mojacar Committee
carries out to raise funds
throughout the year.

The ‘Lazo de la Vida’
takes place on the Paseo
Maritimo in Mojacar and
consists of gathering the
maximum number of one
metre long ribbons which,
when tied together, have to
travel the distance from
Cueva del Lobo to the Ho-
tel Indalo.

A kilometre and a half of

solidarity, which as expect-
ed,  does not stop going
back and forth between the
two points for the maxi-
mum possible number of
times.

The pink ribbons,
bought by everyone who
wished to donate,  are
joined up, one by one, by
the volunteers and are
stretched out in the pres-
ence of a notary who testi-
fies to the number of tapes
and the distance in metres
that is covered. The record
distance is set at 6,300 me-

tres and this year i t  has
been very close to being
beaten.

Along the Paseo Mariti-
mo throughout the day, a
market was held with 50
stalls selling all kinds of
art, sweets, clothes, handi-
crafts and a huge variety of
other articles.

A flamenco dance show
added an extra note of
colour and joy to a sunny
morning that, together with
a giant paella and mobile
bar,  ensured that a great
time was had by all.

Even the pets added
their contribution thanks to
the animal charity ‘Paws,’
who organised a fun own-
ers and dogs competition
in which nobody left with-
out a prize.

DO you have a favourite prize-winning cake? If so then you
should consider entering The Almanzora Group of Friends’
(GoF) ‘The Great GoF Cake Off.’

This will be taking place at Chapmans (formerly Bugsy’s)
at Avenida Lepanto in Albox on Tuesday May 23. The judg-
ing will take place at 12 noon and there are three prizes on
offer to the winners.

Entry forms are available from the group’s Library and
Information Centre which is located at 44 Avenido Lepanto.
Completed forms must be returned no later than midday on
Tuesday May 16.

After judging the cakes will be sold off to raise money for
The Almanzora Group of Friends. So if you are not a baker
but would like to buy a slice or two for afternoon tea then
get yourself along. There is sure to be plenty on offer that
will take your fancy.

THE Animal Protection So-
ciety Albox (APSA) recent-
ly held i ts  monthly raff le
prize draw with the winning
t ickets  drawn by Carol
Limberg, APSA shop volun-
teer.

Les and Dorren Skinner
were the lucky winners of
the Almeria Tenpin Bowling
prize of a two course Sun-
day Lunch for two people or
fish, chips and dessert for
two on any week day.

Marie  Fletcher  won a
€10 Colin The Card vouch-
er, Jim Forrest won a €15

TC’s Bar voucher and the
€15 Pricebusters voucher
was won by Brian and Jen-
ny Price.

APSA is  grateful  to
Almeria Ten Pin Bowling,
Colin The Card, TCs Bar,
and Pricebusters  for
donations for the monthly
prizes  and to  everyone
who purchased raffle tick-
ets.

A total of €96 was raised
from tickets sold, the pro-
ceeds of which will go to-
wards helping the many ani-
mals in the care of APSA.

EARLIER this year over
€900 was raised for MACS
Cancer Support Group in a
walking football tournament
and now the Alfoquia team
is hosting a follow-up tour-
nament in which teams will
play for The Calida Cup.

This will be held on Sat-
urday May 20 from 10am in
the Alfoquia Football
Ground. There will also be a
raffle and tombola and
Smooth FM’s Captain Jack
Savage will be the compere.

Raffle/tombola donations
can be left at MACS shops
but please state they are for
the football tournament.

Sixth annual ‘Lazo
de la Vida’ event

SOLID SUPPORT: In the fight against cancer.

The record
distance
was very

close to being
beaten this year.

APSA raffle
prize draw

Walk onEnter the Great
GoF Cake Off
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AXARQUÍA

Participatory
budget
THE council in Nerja be-
lieves it is leading the way in
Axarquia by inviting local
residents to take part in
choosing projects for invest-
ment. With a budget of
€500,000, more than 300
people have taken part in
budget discussions.

Pool accident
AN 83-year-old man fell into
an empty pool in a property
in Almuñecar and was taken
to hospital in Motril with
multiple injuries. Due to his
size, emergency services
called for additional help
from the police to lift him.

Stag injury
A YOUNG physicist from
Motril went missing in Milan
whilst attending a stag week-
end. He was eventually found
badly injured by a railway
line and is currently suffering
from head and spinal injuries
in an Italian hospital.

Road works
ANYONE planning to drive
around La Herradura in the
immediate future will be well
advised to check on the coun-
cil website for information.
The reason for this is a
change in traffic flow due to
road works.  

Better access
IN response to a local peti-
tion, the Motril Council has
taken action to improve the
pedestrian access to Aviacion.
Up until now, the land was
uneven and dangerous but
has now been concreted over
to improve conditions for
pedestrians.

Tidying up
IN preparation for the sum-
mer season, council workers
have been out in force in
Torre del Mar. They have
worked on the beach, sur-
rounding roads and the toilet
facilities to ensure visitors re-
ceive a warm welcome.

COSTA BLANCA SOUTH

Biker injured
A BIKER is recovering in the Vega Baja
Hospital after suffering multiple injuries
when his motorcycle was involved in an
accident with a car.

Rubbish fire
ALICANTE firefighters were called to
the Fontcalent waste treatment plant after
rubbish at the landfill site burst into
flames. Two appliances and crews were
sent to the fire which was said to have
been spread by a crushing machine.

Pensioner power
PENSIONERS staged a demonstration
outside Torrevieja Town Hall to demand
the return of popular catering services to
the council’s centres for retired people.
Police were called to control a crowd of
around 300 calling for affordable meals
to be reinstated. 

Couple held
AN Argentinian couple has been held in
Alicante accused of a €500,000 sting on
the public purse in the South American
country. The fugitives were arrested by
National Police officers armed with an
extradition order.

Spring clean
ORIHUELA Council has put a €1.6
million a year contract for cleaning
public buildings out to tender. The
successful bid will win a four year
agreement and the possibility of a two
years extension.

COSTA DEL SOL

Agricultural income
INCOME from the agricultural, livestock
and fishery industry contributed €887
million to the Malaga economy in 2016
according to the Junta de Andalucia.

Coral fear
SOME 13 per cent of coral in
Mediterranean waters is threatened with
extinction according to the Malaga
branch of the IUCN, a conservation
organisation. Fishing methods, pollution,
rising water temperature and invasion of
alien species are all contributory factors.

Roman Villa
AS part of its improvements following
the vandalism of a mosaic, Marbella
Council has added a new lighting system
in the Roman Villa. After extending
opening hours and increasing security the
site at Rio Verde expects more visitors.

More jobs
UNEMPLOYMENT in Malaga fell to
its lowest level since 2009 in April
thanks to Semana Santa. The number
of tourist visitors meant that extra staff
had to be employed and this downturn
should continue until the summer.

Gourmet market
WORK likely to cost €600,000 has
started on converting an unused former
market building in Estepona into a
Gourmet Market. Once completed in
about four months, there will be 28
food stalls employing at least 75 staff.

COSTA BLANCA NORTH

Council safety
THE Moors and Christians Association
in Calpe is to receive a grant of €15,000
in addition to the €45,000 budget it
normally receives. This will allow it to
celebrate its 40th anniversary. 

Sign here
THE Visitors’ Book and the post box
where it is kept are back on Ponoig. La
Nucia’s Scout Troop recently repaired
and restored the box that had been dented
and damaged by vandals.

Skipping church
SEVEN ‘skippers’ from Albir’s Church
of England congregation turned back the
clock to take part in a ‘skip-a-thon,’ to
raise funds. For two hours there was at
least one person skipping raising almost
€100 for church funds.

Bloody marvellous!
THERE was a ‘spectacular’ increase in
blood donors for Alfaz’s 2017 Donation
Marathon. This year saw 71 donations
and 17 donors who had never given
blood before.

Coast work 
DENIA has completed its work to
cure stagnant water in the most
affected area of the beach of Marineta
Cassiana, next to the southern
breakwater.  The work done sees the
area where the water was stagnant
elevated in height after some 700
tonnes of sand were deposited.

NEWS FROM OUR FIVE OTHER REGIONS

MALLORCA

Tourist tax
DESPITE the fact it has not even run for
a full year, reports suggest Mallorca is
considering increasing tourist tax for
2018. Nothing will be decided until the
next budget session but increased taxes
would increase government income. 

Spurious claims
THE airline Jet2 which operates a num-
ber of holiday packages is to introduce
private detectives into Mallorca. The rea-
son is the number of possibly fraudulent
claims made by holidaymakers encour-
aged by questionable law firms.

Fire alarm
DESPITE the fact the government en-
couraged everybody to be careful about
summer fires, one started in Alcudia on
the campaign’s first day. There is to be
better equipment and an increase in fire-
fighters, but the public need to be alert.

New proposal 
FROM 2019, the use by shops of
lightweight carrier bags and by 2020
distribution of disposable crockery, cups
and cutlery will be banned. This is a new
law being proposed in order to try to
control indestructible waste.

Tragic accident
THE little girl who fell from the fifth
floor of a Palma building, sadly died
from her injuries. Although she suffered
brain death after the fall, she was kept
alive as a possible organ donor.

By John Smith

THE Algeciras Port Authority is facing
significant opposition to its plans to cre-
ate an anchorage covering 15 kilometres.

Councils in both La Linea de la Con-
cepcion and San Roque are opposed to
this plan and intend to work together
along with private companies in Al-
caidesa and Sotogrande as well as ecolo-
gy group Agaden in order to fight it.

The port authority plans to offer an-
chorage along the Mediterranean coast,
very near to beaches and this could well
damage development opportunities for
the two main opponents who are trying to
attract the construction of new tourist ac-
commodation in the area.

It appears the Junta de Andalucia also
has reservations on this proposal as do
some members of the port authority itself
but in the event there is a serious intent to
continue with this plan, as anchorage in
the Bay of Gibraltar is successful, it will
be up to Madrid to give final approval.

COSTA DEL SOL

New anchorage plans

OPPOSED TO PLANS: Anchorage off the coast of Gibraltar.
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SWEDEN has launched a new
digital doctor service offering
appointments  in  Engl ish and
Arabic as well  as Swedish,  to
help deal with the international
population.

Tax nightmare
SWEDEN has ruled that those in
the finance industry must treat
income from investments  as
salary showing a marked victory
for the country’s tax authority.
The industry say they are  in
‘shock’ a t  the decis ion with
workers having to pay millions
in additional tax.

Junk Ericsson
WITH a reported net loss of 10.9
billion kronor in the first quarter
of 2017, compared to a reported
net income of 2.1 billion kronor
in the first quarter of 2016, Eric-
sson’s credit rating has dropped
and is now in the ‘non-invest-
ment’ grade, known as junk.  

Flying high
A FEMALE Swedish pilot, Maria
Fagerström, aged 25, is hitting Insta-
gram fame with 238,000 people fol-
lowing her impressive yoga moves
from locations around the world. 

ID checks are ending on border cross-
ings along the Oresund bridge between
Sweden and Denmark. The checks
have irritated commuters who travel
daily between the two cities.  

Lucky escape
A SKYDIVE nearly ended in disaster
after the skydiver became caught un-
derneath the aircraft, dangling at a
height of 2,500m. He hung there for
an hour before the pilot could land
safely and he was rescued.

Sausage exports
DENMARK has done a deal to ex-
port more products to China. One of

the agreements made will see pre-
cooked sausages shipped to the Chi-
nese market.

More evidence
NEW evidence is being presented 

in the terrorism case of a 17-year-
old Danish girl who is accused of
planning at tacks against  two
schools .  New evidence has
emerged and standard procedure
has been broken to allow it to be
seen.

DENMARK

GERMAN car manufacturer Volk-
swagen has fallen off the top spot for
the first time in seven years. March
saw sales of the Golf in Europe fall to
behind those of the Ford Fiesta.

Clown convictions
TWO ‘killer clowns’ have been con-
victed in Germany. Two young
women, aged 18 and 20, were found

guilty of causing aggravated bodily
harm for scaring a woman late at
night wearing the ‘killer clown’ cos-
tumes. 

Going fresh
AMAZON FRESH, part of Amazon,
has launched its virtual supermarket
in Germany. There are around 85,000
items available for delivery to sub-

scribers of its ‘Prime’ service in
Berlin and Potsdam.

Against protocol
DURING talks with the Saudi Arabi-
an King, German Chancellor Angela
Merkel chose not to adhere to the
strict dress code for women to wear a
full-length robe and cover her hair in
public places.

AROUND five million people
watched the national Remembrance
Day ceremony on television in
which the King and Queen took part.
Those who died in the Second World
War and in all conflicts are remem-
bered annually on May 4.

Hospital leak
A HOSPITAL near Rotterdam was
forced to close for several hours after
a barrel of disinfectant leaked. Two
hospital workers were taken to inten-
sive care after breathing in the fumes
and a man has been arrested in con-
nection with the incident.

Jail time
A 21-year-old Dutch Muslim convert
who escaped from Iraq will remain
jailed until her court case as investi-
gations continue to ensure she wasn’t
sent back to the Netherlands to carry
out a terrorist attack.

Fair trade
SEVEN in 10 Dutch households
now buy fair trade products, with
around 5.3 million households sup-
porting fair trade. A decade ago just
24 per cent of households purchased
fair trade products.

NETHERLANDS

In remembrance

GERMANY

Second spot
MAN UNITED footbal l  team
wil l  be in  Norway as  par t  of
their 2017-18 pre-season tour.
They will play at Oslo’s Ullevaal
Stadium on July 30.

Wrong way
TOURISTS looking for the fa-
mous Preikestolen cliff forma-
tion have ended up in the village
of  Fossmark with vi l lagers
te l l ing them they are  on the
wrong side of the fjord. It seems
an error on Google Maps sent
them to the village.

Billionaire funding
NORWEGIAN billionaire Kjell Inge
Roekke is giving away the ‘lion’s
share’ of his fortune, made in the oil
industry. He will begin by funding a
research ship that will remove plastic
from the ocean.

Good example
THE President of the EU believes
Norway is a good example to Ameri-
ca that you can offer oil and gas
while also focusing on renewable en-
ergy.

NORWAY

Away tour

SWEDEN

Digital doctor

FORMER US President, Barack Obama, has commented
on the French election, saying he supports Emmanuel
Macron, saying “the success of France matters to the entire
world.” 

Not neutral
IN a landmark ruling in France, the court of appeals has
ruled that a person could not use ‘neutral gender’ as a civil
status category.

Illegal speaking
THE government has rejected the so-called ‘Moliere’ clause
that required foreign labourers working on state-funded
building projects in France to speak in French, saying the
clause was illegal.

It’s no joke
A FRENCH photographer has produced an exhibition to
highlight prejudice against ginger haired people. Thirty por-
traits aim to show the beauty of redheads, who have been
the subject of jokes for decades.

FRANCE

US Support
SALES of electric cars rose by 34.9 per cent in the first
quarter of the year in Belgium, with 788 vehicles sold.
Across the EU, 24,592 electric cars were sold in the first
three months of the year.

Peace festival
THE Alliance for Peace in the Middle East, has announced
that the 11th Peace Festival cultural event will take place
on May 21 in the Place d’Espagne in Brussels.

Homeless tribute
TRIBUTE has been paid to the 72 homeless people who
died in 2016 at the ‘Hôtel de Ville’ in Brussels. The cer-
emony was held in honour of those who died on the
streets of Brussels last year.

City commute
JUST 1.5 per cent of the Flemish civil servants em-
ployed in Brussels also live in the capital, with most
workers preferring the commute than to actually live
there.

BELGIUM

Turning electric

Irritated commuters
Oresund Bridge. 
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SOIL delivered to a park
in an eastern Moscow neigh-
bourhood contained shellfish
fossils from the Jurassic era,
sparking a scientific and ar-
chaeological frenzy around
people’s homes. The shell-
fish went extinct at the same
time as the dinosaurs, rough-
ly 65 million years ago. 

Web masters 
TELEVISION is losing its

grip over the Russian popu-
lation as the internet grows
in popularity. The number of

Russians who get their news
mainly from the TV has fall-
en by 10 points to just  52
per cent. Today some 65 per
cent of 18-34-year-olds get
almost all their news online. 

Reverend
Homer

A RUSSIAN cartoon chan-
nel has refused to air an
episode of The Simpsons for
fear of offending Christians.
The episode sees Homer wan-
der into church hunting Poke-

mons in a video game, before
remarking that Japanese car-
toons are now bigger than Je-
sus. 

Child snatcher
A DEPUTY headmistress at

a Moscow high school threat-
ened to call social services to
the home of any student who
attended the ‘extremist’
marches of top Putin critic
Alexei Navalny. Tatyana
Ageeva told students that on-
ly adults could attend protests
and warned minors would be
‘seized from their families.’ 

Deadly delivery 
A RUSSIAN man was ar-

rested at Amsterdam airport
with poisonous and l ive
snakes, frogs, and lizards in
his luggage. He was heading
to Moscow via Amsterdam
after a trip to Brazil. Among
the haul were 26 vipers and
10 frogs, each species sepa-
rated in plastic buckets. 

Air nightmare 
AN Aeroflot flight from

Moscow to Bangkok suf-
fered severe turbulence, seri-
ously injuring 27 people.
Some suffered broken bones
when the Boeing 777 experi-
enced a dramatic change in
air pressure 40 minutes be-
fore landing in Thailand.
Many passengers weren’t
strapped in and flew out of
their seats. 

Luxury latte 
STARBUCKS is more expensive in Russia than anywhere

else in the world. In US dollars it costs $4.50 (255 rubles)
for a tall latte in Moscow, compared to $2.25 in the US, or
$2.88 in the UK. Adjusted for local wages it would be like
Americans paying $12.50. 

Jurassic Park 
DINOSAURS: Fossils come back to life in Moscow.  

RUSSIAN COFFEE: Most expensive in the world.



THE owners of luxury urbanisation La
Zagaleta are about to expand following
their purchase of the Valderrama II es-
tate near to Sotogrande.

Once approval for the work is re-
ceived from the local council, plans ex-
ist for the construction of a luxury hotel,
a new golf course and up to 200 new
homes.

Work budgeted at €200 million is
hoped to start by 2020 and the company
plans to build the development on an
American style with long roads and no
fences. 

Each property will cost between €3
million and €5 million and will be
aimed at the Cadiz and Gibraltar market
with off-plan purchase.

AFTER commissioning a re-
port from the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology and Har-
vard University, the Spanish
government has decided to
scrap Project Castor.

This is a pipeline and reser-
voir for natural gas off the
coast of Castellon which hap-
pens to be situated over the
Amposta fault line and is be-
lieved to have caused 500
small earthquakes before it was
closed in 2013.

The concept of using a deplet-

ed oil cavity in the Mediterranean
appeared sensible when it was
first mooted in 2007, but Spanish
Energy Minister Álvaro Nadal
has now confirmed it would be
against all sensible advice to re-
open the reservoir.

It will be dismantled in due
course but as the area is cur-
rently stable, time is not of the
essence although the govern-
ment has already compensated
construction company ACS to
the tune of €1.2 billion and
more may follow.

Banking hours 
LA CAIXA Banking Group has
reached an agreement with the
majority of unions to extend open-
ing hours at 200 of its branches. It
is intended branches will remain
open from 8.30am to 6.30pm
from Monday to Thursday al-
though they will close at 2.30pm
on Friday. 

Directors resign 
THREE non-executive directors
of Spanish telecoms company
Telefonica have tendered their res-
ignations from the board. César
Alierta, former president of the
company, Pablo Isla president of
Inditex, owner of Zara and Gon-
zalo Hinojos former president
Cortefiel have severed their ties
on an amicable basis in order to
allow new directors to become
part of the telecoms industry giant.

Shocking idea
THE Directorate General of the
Guardia Civil has revealed a com-
mittee has been set up to investi-
gate the financial viability of ob-
taining tasers. There are a number
of different models on the market
and unions representing officers
have demanded the Guardia Civil
should follow Mossos d’Esquadra
in Catalonia which uses tasers.

DESPITE the fact that the first two votes in
the Spanish Parliament were tied, the pro-
posed budget will now move forward for fur-
ther review.

A number of parties on the left wanted to

see the budget defeated but with a straight tie
after more than one vote, it become possible
for the budget to move forward, although the
final vote required before the end of May will
require a majority for one side or the other.

Quote of the Week
Talking to the opposition is like banging your head against a brick
wall,” Mariano Rajoy on calls to increase spending in the 2017

budget.

La Zagaleta expands

Review of Spanish budget 
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is the turnover of airport management company Aena for the first quarter of 2017.
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PROJECT CASTOR: Platform is to be dismantled.
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Oil reservoir over
fault line scrapped

By John Smith

RESEARCH on the preferred des-
t inat ions  for  Musl im t ravel lers
has shown that Spain has jumped
in popularity considerably.

The 2017 MasterCard-Crescen-
tRating Global Muslim Travel In-
dex (GMTI) published in Jakarta,
Indonesia shows that Spain is now
the ninth most popular non-Islam-
ic country for Muslim visitors out
of the 130 which were reviewed.

Only Britain and France within
Europe are more popular destina-
tions which is  explained in part
by their relatively large Muslim

populations, although the top two
were Singapore and Thailand and
unsurpr i s ing ly  the  USA has
dropped into 10th position follow-
ing the presidential election.

This  par t icular  market  sector

which sees increasing numbers of
young affluent Muslims exploring
the world is forecast as continuing
to grow and travellers will be at-
tracted to destinations which adapt
to the needs of the Muslim tourist.

The GMTI is the most compre-
hensive research available on one
of  the  fas tes t  g rowing  tour i sm
sectors in the world, which repre-
sen t s  10  per  cen t  o f  the  en t i re
travel economy.

Factors considered when pro-
ducing the rating included Mus-
lim air connectivity, visa restric-
t ions ,  su i t ab i l i ty  as  a  fami ly
holiday destination, ease of com-
munication, the level of services
and facilities any destination pro-
vides,  accommodation opt ions,
marke t ing  in i t i a t ives  and  the
availability of special food such
as Halal meat.

is the estimated annual value of Muslim tourism
to non-Islamic states by 2020.

$220 billion (€201 billion)

Spain is a popular holiday destination for Muslims



3M 198,65 -0,38% -0,75 118M
AMERICAN EXPRESS 78,16 -0,20% -0,16 69M
APPLE 153,01 2,72% 4,05 797M
BOEING CO 186,02 0,55% 1,01 112M
CATERPILLAR 99,37 -0,27% -0,27 58M
CHEVRON 106,68 0,84% 0,89 202M
CISCO SYSTEMS 34,29 -0,29% -0,1 171M
COCA-COLA 43,89 0,46% 0,2 187M
DU PONT(EI) DE NMR 80,26 -1,08% -0,88 69M
EXXON MOBIL 82,89 1,06% 0,87 351M
GENERAL ELECTRIC 29,07 -0,51% -0,15 252M
GOLDMAN SACHS 225,03 -0,81% -1,84 88M
HOME DEPOT 156,89 0,74% 1,16 188M
IBM 153,03 -1,30% -2,02 143M
INTEL CORP 36,54 -0,76% -0,28 171M
J.P.MORGAN CHASE 87,1 0,11% 0,1 309M
JOHNSON & JOHNSON 123,25 -0,21% -0,26 333M
MC DONALD'S CORP 144,24 0,19% 0,28 117M
MERCK AND CO. NEW 64,01 0,06% 0,04 175M
MICROSOFT 68,94 -0,09% -0,06 531M
NIKE 54,3 0,65% 0,35 71M
PFIZER 33,45 -0,09% -0,03 199M
PROCTER AND GAMBLE 86,55 0,06% 0,05 221M
TRAVELERS CIES 121,01 -0,24% -0,29 33M
UNITED TECHNOLOGIE 121,08 -0,22% -0,27 97M
UNITEDHEALTH GROUP 174,44 0,18% 0,32 168M
VERIZON COMMS 46,63 -0,13% -0,06 190M
VISA 91,92 -0,18% -0,17 169M
WAL-MART STORES 76,12 -0,50% -0,38 230M
WALT DISNEY CO 111,42 -0,51% -0,57 176M

Kleinwort Benson Elite PCC Ltd

Lloyds Banking Group PLC 69.80 -0.22 -0.31 17,167.72
London Stock Exchange Gr 3397.50 8.00 0.24 93.27
Marks & Spencer Group PLC 376.00 0.85 0.23 853.85
Mediclinic International PLC 810.50 3.50 0.43 128.80
Merlin Entertainments PLC 504.25 -0.95 -0.19 174.95
Micro Focus International PLC 2647.50 -3.00 -0.11 38.99
Mondi PLC 2038.50 -5.00 -0.24 159.52
Morrison (Wm) Supermarkets 239.65 0.52 0.22 796.78
National Grid PLC 1026.25 6.35 0.62 1,102.18
Next PLC 4258.50 25.00 0.59 50.48
Old Mutual PLC 192.60 0.50 0.26 835.82
Paddy Power Betfair PLC 8110.00 30.00 0.37 9.45
Pearson PLC 726.25 -13.50 -1.83 1,616.10
Persimmon PLC 2411.00 20.00 0.84 294.13
Provident Financial PLC 3213.00 19.00 0.59 19.21
Prudential PLC 1755.25 -3.50 -0.20 804.94
Randgold Resources Ltd 6757.50 -115.00 -1.67 127.39
Reckitt Benckiser Group PLC 7170.00 -1.00 -0.01 53.78
RELX PLC 1587.50 -9.00 -0.56 480.59
Rentokil Initial PLC 253.45 -0.90 -0.35 292.43
Rio Tinto PLC 2932.50 -47.00 -1.58 614.57
Rolls-Royce Holdings PLC 839.50 -14.00 -1.64 1,169.27
Royal Bank of Scotland Gr 265.75 -3.20 -1.19 1,736.15
Royal Dutch Shell PLC 2133.25 15.50 0.73 1,303.51
Royal Mail PLC 413.25 -0.20 -0.05 345.92
RSA Insurance Group PLC 625.75 4.63 0.75 228.76
Sage Group (The) PLC 703.75 4.00 0.57 511.55
Sainsbury (J) PLC 268.05 3.00 1.13 1,148.34
Schroders PLC 3226.50 7.00 0.22 28.61
Scottish Mortgage Invest 378.20 0.64 0.17 321.28
Severn Trent PLC 2373.00 -0.33 -0.01 80.36
Shire PLC 4662.50 10.00 0.21 133.49
Sky PLC 994.25 1.50 0.15 191.08
Smith & Nephew PLC 1298.50 -7.00 -0.54 288.09
Smiths Group PLC 1659.50 -24.00 -1.43 179.94
Smurfit Kappa Group PLC 2173.50 -18.00 -0.82 46.95
SSE PLC 1436.50 12.72 0.89 568.35
Standard Chartered PLC 715.20 -2.40 -0.33 1,144.47
Standard Life PLC 379.45 0.35 0.09 324.91
St James's Place PLC 1166.50 -2.00 -0.17 126.14
Taylor Wimpey PLC 196.65 0.60 0.31 1,642.24
Tesco PLC 180.95 1.55 0.86 1,649.53
TUI AG 1176.50 -9.00 -0.76 166.42
Unilever PLC 3995.00 6.50 0.16 405.75
United Utilities Group PLC 1000.50 4.65 0.47 93.24
Vodafone Group PLC 206.60 1.65 0.81 6,919.07
Whitbread PLC 4107.50 35.00 0.86 67.78
Wolseley PLC 5032.50 -35.00 -0.69 29.99
Worldpay Group PLC 314.70 0.40 0.13 846.04
WPP PLC 1672.50 -4.00 -0.24 628.44

Most Advanced
Universal Display Corporation $ 111.30 21.45 ▲ 23.87%
Applied Optoelectronics, Inc. $ 55.96 9.15 ▲ 19.55%
Kratos Defense & Security Solutions, Inc. $ 9.08 1.41 ▲ 18.38%
Immunomedics, Inc. $ 6.36 0.95 ▲ 17.56%
Fluidigm Corporation $ 5.90 0.88 ▲ 17.53%
Synchronoss Technologies, Inc. $ 17.99 2.54 ▲ 16.44%
MercadoLibre, Inc. $ 275.16 38.65 ▲ 16.34%
Renewable Energy Group, Inc. $ 11.80 1.65 ▲ 16.26%
Johnson Outdoors Inc. $ 41.34 5.74 ▲ 16.12%
Sierra Wireless, Inc. $ 28.45 3.65 ▲ 14.72%
Computer Programs and Systems, Inc. $ 30.55 3.90 ▲ 14.63%

Most Declined
Brightcove Inc. $ 6.025 2.675 ▼ 30.75%
National CineMedia, Inc. $ 8.665 3.055 ▼ 26.07%
ArcBest Corporation $ 19.75 6.50 ▼ 24.76%
YRC Worldwide, Inc. $ 8.575 2.115 ▼ 19.78%
American Superconductor Corporation $ 4 0.85 ▼ 17.53%
Ocular Therapeutix, Inc. $ 7.63 1.47 ▼ 16.15%
Puma Biotechnology Inc $ 30.70 5.85 ▼ 16.01%
InVivo Therapeutics Holdings Corp. $ 2.90 0.50 ▼ 14.71%
IES Holdings, Inc. $ 17.10 2.65 ▼ 13.42%
Digi International Inc. $ 10.70 1.60 ▼ 13.01%
Gibraltar Industries, Inc. $ 34.425 4.575 ▼ 11.73%
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3i Group PLC 819.75 2.50 0.31 111.89
Admiral Group PLC 2101.50 15.00 0.72 83.35
Anglo American PLC 1018.50 -12.00 -1.16 1,028.31
Antofagasta PLC 756.00 -13.00 -1.69 570.91
Ashtead Group PLC 1603.50 -7.00 -0.43 191.90
Associated British Foods PLC 2781.50 10.00 0.36 101.29
AstraZeneca PLC 4605.00 -1.00 -0.02 189.12
Aviva PLC 529.75 -2.00 -0.38 931.66
Babcock International Gr 909.75 -6.00 -0.66 151.69
BAE Systems PLC 642.25 -5.00 -0.77 910.82
Barclays PLC 208.75 2.45 1.19 8,868.28
Barratt Developments PLC 591.75 1.50 0.25 306.72
BHP Billiton PLC 1120.75 -19.50 -1.71 1,717.57
BP PLC 454.82 3.45 0.76 4,836.42
British American Tobacco PLC 5286.50 -1.00 -0.02 216.21
British Land Co PLC 668.75 5.50 0.83 810.16
BT Group PLC 310.40 0.80 0.26 1,215.25
Bunzl PLC 2398.00 -8.00 -0.33 37.86
Burberry Group PLC 1626.50 0.00 0.00 195.02
Carnival PLC 4815.00 -7.00 -0.15 21.51
Centrica PLC 196.55 -2.10 -1.06 6,607.38
Coca-Cola HBC AG 2152.50 -12.00 -0.55 44.87
Compass Group PLC 1568.50 -0.10 -0.01 588.77
ConvaTec Group PLC 294.20 -1.60 -0.54 185.63
CRH PLC 2902.50 -17.00 -0.58 142.66
Croda International PLC 3836.00 0.00 0.00 35.68
DCC PLC 7287.50 -50.00 -0.68 12.30
Diageo PLC 2275.75 -1.50 -0.07 298.40
Direct Line Insurance Gr 358.20 1.70 0.48 222.90
easyJet PLC 1265.50 5.61 0.45 506.82
Experian PLC 1679.50 -14.00 -0.83 150.99
Fresnillo PLC 1399.00 -19.00 -1.34 182.84
GKN PLC 358.70 -0.70 -0.19 463.80
GlaxoSmithKline PLC 1594.25 6.50 0.41 1,388.02
Glencore PLC 285.57 -3.60 -1.25 8,378.29
Hammerson PLC 593.00 5.00 0.85 244.89
Hargreaves Lansdown PLC 1389.50 2.00 0.14 45.20
Hikma Pharmaceuticals PLC 1982.50 10.00 0.51 33.35
HSBC Holdings PLC 661.75 3.20 0.49 5,185.46
Imperial Brands PLC 3638.00 10.75 0.30 154.33
Informa PLC 662.75 2.50 0.38 301.95
InterContinental Hotels Gr 4121.00 0.00 0.00 56.80
International Consolidated 601.75 -1.50 -0.25 1,315.65
Intertek Group PLC 4146.00 -14.00 -0.34 26.05
Intu Properties PLC 273.55 3.80 1.41 295.44
ITV PLC 203.75 1.90 0.94 2,435.66
Johnson Matthey PLC 3116.00 -4.00 -0.13 53.41
Kingfisher PLC 338.65 1.10 0.33 1,871.90
Land Securities Group PLC 1130.50 20.70 1.86 349.42
Legal & General Group PLC 252.25 1.50 0.60 2,541.61

CCOMPANYOMPANY PPRICERICE((PP)) CCHANGEHANGE((PP)) % C% CHGHG.. NNETET VVOLOL

COMPANY PRICE CHANGE NET / %

US dollar .............................................................1.09606
Japan yen.............................................................123.416
Switzerland franc ...............................................1.08511
Denmark kroner...............................................7.43692
Norway kroner .................................................9.45637

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR MONEY WITH US

See our
advert on
opposite

page

0.84491 1.18355

LONDON - FTSE 100
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Units per €
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ALTHOUGH British-based high street bank HS-
BC came through the banking crisis relatively
unscathed, it has been accused of a number of
irregularities over the years.

Having been fined billions of dollars by the
US authori t ies  and also shel l ing out  to  the
British government, it is now under investiga-
tion in France and Spain.

The Spanish High Court has ruled that seven
current and former employees of Banco San-
tander and three from BNP Paribas Spain must
be questioned over allegations of collusion in
moving funds for  HSBC to an account  in
Switzerland.

According to the judge who made the deci-
sion, the transfers estimated at €74 million
were made in a manner which protected HSBC
customers from national tax authorities and as
such could be considered money laundering
once the whole trail is unravelled.

This current investigation started as long ago
as 2008 when a self-proclaimed whistle blower
Hervé Falciani leaked details of large numbers
of customers who had accounts with HSBC’s
private bank in Switzerland and details were
sent to tax authorities in a number of different
countries.

The Swiss  responded by sentencing the
French citizen ‘in absentia’ to five years impris-
onment for industrial espionage.

The various bankers will be questioned about
their knowledge and involvement in this matter
by way of assistance to the French investigation
which is concentrating on the period between
2005 and 2010.

Should any evidence of wrongdoing emerge
concerning the Spanish banks involved, a deci-
sion will then have to be made as to whether the
courts will need to consider further action to es-
tablish if any Spanish laws have been broken.

FOLLOWING the example of
the Barcelona City Council,
Madrid is investigating ways
of ‘policing’ untaxed property
rentals.

Although there are a num-
ber of property portals which
offer short term rentals in
Madrid and other large cities
in Spain, American company
Airbnb is the most prolific and
successful in the market place.

As previously reported,
Barcelona has tried to levy
significant fines of the compa-
ny which has successfully ap-
pealed against them, but it has
also offered a compromise
whereby it will not accept
multi-property lets from pro-
fessional landlords.

The main bone of con-
tention appears to be the fact
that significant amounts of lo-
cal tax may be evaded if short
term lettings are made through
these portals.

Airbnb still
under review

IN an effort to assist those who have
found it difficult to find affordable
accommodation, the Spanish Minis-
ter of Development has unveiled the
2018 plan.

Iñigo de la Serna has made it clear
that the government is dedicated to
helping those that need it the most,
namely the young, the elderly and
those who have been evicted.

In the case of those aged under
35, the state will  make up to
€10,800 available to anyone with a
salary of less than €22,365.42 so
that they can purchase a property,
but the maximum of the grant will
not exceed 20 per cent of the pur-
chase price.

Provided that recipients earn less
than €1,597.53 per month (which is
three times the average monthly
rent) then financial aid will be made
available to assist in the rental of a
property.

So for this group, if they are not
purchasing, the government recog-
nises that rental prices are increas-
ing dramatically, especially in cer-
ta in  areas  of  Spain and wil l  a id
those renting a property and pay 50
per cent of the cost of rent which
does not exceed €900 per month

for three years.
For those aged 65 with income al-

so less than €1,597.53 per month
and a net worth of less than
€100,000, they will receive a simi-
lar amount to cover rent up to €900
per month for three years or if the
property is owned, there will be a

contribution of up to €200 to help
with maintenance and utility bills.

There will be cash assistance to
companies building apartments to
house low income families and the
ministry will also help those who
have lost their properties or been
evicted from rental accommodation

by taking properties held in the
Sareb ‘property bank’ and renting
them out at heavily subsidised
prices.

With this plan to run from 2018 to
2020, the government expects to
spend €321 million a year in overall
support and assistance.

Property help for young and elderly
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WHISTLE BLOWER: Hervé Falciani behind the microphone.

Spanish banks to be questioned
over movement of funds for HSBC

ONE of  Bri ta in’s  largest
banks Standard Chartered has
confirmed that  i t  wi l l  be
moving several hundred jobs
to Frankfurt  in  advance of
Brexit.

This announcement follows
one from US financial giant
JP Morgan, which employs
about  16,000 people  in
Britain, which is also plan-
ning to  move hundreds of
jobs from London to Frank-
fur t ,  Luxembourg and
Dublin.

Although considered a UK
bank,  Standard Chartered
which recently appointed for-
mer Deputy Governor of the
Bank of Spain and Director
of the International Monetary
Fund Jose Vinals as Chair-
man only receives  about  5
per cent of its income from
the UK market.

Although it  currently in-
tends to keep its headquarters
in  London,  i ts  interests  in
Asia and Europe mean that it
cannot afford to chance any
banking restrictions follow-
ing Brexit.

Another
bank will
transfer staff
to Frankfurt

GOVERNMENT PLAN: Will help those that need it most afford a new home.
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The various bankers will be
questioned about their

knowledge and involvement.



35FINANCE, BUSINESS & LEGAL EWN11 - 17 May 2017 / Costa de Almeríawww.euroweeklynews.com

By John Smith

FOOTBALL finance just can’t
keep out of the news and it has
been confirmed that Barcelona
star Neymar will be charged
with fraud and corruption.

Like so many South Ameri-
can superstars, the Brazilian’s
parents are involved in his man-
agement as well as day-to-day
financial affairs and his father at
least will also be charged.

The reason for the prosecu-
tion centres on Neymar’s trans-
fer from Santos in 2013 with his
transfer fee being declared at
€17 million, when it was once
suggested that the actual fee
was €57 million. However the
court now suggests the real fee
was nearer €25 million.

Following the example of a
number of other players, Ney-

mar had a deal with a third party
group, in this case the Brazilian
investment company DIS which
was entitled to 40 per cent of
any transfer fee.

They received €6.8 million
but the court believes that they
were ‘short changed’ by €3.5
million which is the reason for
the charges which also include
Barcelona president Josep
Maria Bartomeu and his prede-
cessor Sandro Rosell, who it is
suggested were aware of the de-
ception.

Originally in 2016, a Spanish

court ruled that the matter
should be subject to a civil ac-
tion but has now been persuad-
ed by the prosecutor that the
player and his father were aware
of an allegedly fraudulent
arrangement between Barcelona
and Santos to defraud DIS.

Prosecutors are calling for a
two-year prison sentence and
€10 million fine for Neymar
whilst DIS want to see five
years and at the very least a sus-
pension of his right to play in
Spain for the period of any sen-
tence, even if a suspended one.

The Barcelona club has al-
ready paid a €5.5 million fine
in order to settle a different case
with similar circumstances, but
these accusations still continue
to arise and there is a separate
investigation taking place in
Brazil.

INTERNATIONAL analysts Markit have
released the results of their April survey
which shows that Spanish manufacturing
is speeding up.

To go with this news is an announce-
ment from the Ministry of Employment
and Social Security which says that unem-
ployment in Spain fell by 129,281 in April
which is a record.

Whilst encouragingly, unemployment
amongst those under 25 has dropped, the
percentage of young unemployed is still at
a high level.

Following some poor figures recently,
Andalucia has been one of the leading ar-
eas for the fall in the unemployed with its
drop exceeding the combined drops of
Barcelona and Madrid

Barcelona star
Neymar is to be
charged with fraud

Production on the up, 
unemployment down

Photo Credit: Vinod Divakaran flickr.

FACING CHARGES: Neymar de Silva Santos Jnr.

The Brazil-
ian’s parents
are involved

in his manage-
ment.
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PERSONALLY I think the voting
age should be raised to 21. It’s not
that I consider the young lacking in
intelligence, or am ignorant of the
view, that if your old enough to die
for your country you should at least
have a say in who runs it.

The fact is they lack experience;
they simply haven’t been around long
enough. An 18-year-old today wasn’t
even born when the last Labour gov-
ernment was first elected, and were
still children when they lost power. 

They have no idea what it is like
for adults to exist under the depress-
ing, inept incompetence of a left wing
government. They have never experi-
enced the sight of the fat cat bully
boys of the unions, tanned and fresh
from their Marbella villa holidays,
emerging from Downing Street and
announcing that half the nation
would be on strike, if the ‘workers’
weren’t given what they (the unions)
demanded.

Of times when ‘everybody out’ is-
sued from the employees of one vital
institution after another, until the
whole country staggered from one
crisis to the next and employers were
blamed for everything from the price
of soap to the shortage of cat litter.

They have no knowledge of a
country, run by a party who bribes its

constituents by creating whole cul-
tures of benefit scroungers, and to
pay for these free handouts, taxes
those with any initiative to create jobs
and wealth to such a degree that they
leave the country in droves. 

Labour is, and always has been, a
party that has no idea how to actually
create resources and always uses the

wealth, painstakingly earned by pre-
vious governments to create the illu-
sion that they are a successful organi-
sation, by pouring investments into
popular schemes that will ingratiate
them to their constituents. 

When there are no longer any pre-
vious legacies to lay claim to, they
borrow, beg and steal (Brown stole

the country’s gold reserves and sold it
for a pittance!) until finally there is
nothing left and they are finally voted
out, leaving the incoming party to
once again pick up the pieces.

Margaret Thatcher summed up this
bunch of incompetent con artists per-
fectly, when she stated that the
Labour party are fine, until they run
out of other people’s money. Thank
the Lord for Corbyn and the likes of
Diane Abbott. They are the true face
of the left, and not in fact the false
faces of Tony Blair and his henchmen
of yore.

So, to all the young voters, who
believe that the ‘all men are equal,
tax the rich and ban the bomb’ tirade
that issues from the left is the answer
to what ails us, I suggest you all think
again. I’m not saying it’s going to be
plain sailing. But at least with There-
sa May we have a chance. And be
honest, do you really want Diane Ab-
bott to be in control of the nation’s
police force? Ha!

Keep the faith
Love Leapy.

leapylee2002@gmail.com 

LEAPY LEE SAYS IT

OTHERS THINK IT

They honestly haven’t got a clue

YOUNG ADULTS: They simply haven’t been around long enough.
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THERESA MAY’S searing attack
on unelected Eurocrats for trying to
sabotage both the general election
and Brexit is unprecedented. She
said she wanted to reach a Brexit
deal, and for the EU to succeed:
“But the events of the last few days
have shown that whatever our wish-
es and however reasonable the posi-
tions of Europe’s other leaders, there
are some in Brussels who do not
want these talks to succeed.”

Not totally surprising you might
think, given the hostile leaks and
threats from that recent ‘car crash’
dinner. What’s perhaps more surpris-
ing is that she’s going flat out and

calling on voters to tool her up to
‘fight for Britain’ against Brussels at
such an early stage in this election
and leading in the polls. 

Much was made of alleged Russ-
ian interference in the US presiden-
tial election. There are parallels do-
mestically, too, as the EU attempts
to influence with whom in the UK it
negotiates. It’s clear from recent
‘leaks’ that the EU would rather not
deal with Theresa May, and certainly
not if she wins a commanding ma-
jority. They’d much prefer dealing
with Corbyn or Farron, wouldn’t
you?

Basically, according to Iain Dun-
can Smith, former Conservative
leader, the EU Commission “doesn't
care if negotiations succeed, they’re
obsessed with the idea of the EU:
it’s where their money, jobs and
power come from.” 

But surely all this will backfire on
them. Already former hard-nosed

Remainers as well as reluctant
Leavers I know have switched sides
and are now pro-Brexit. A number
that will inevitably increase with
time and more EU threats.  

So, another day, another EU
threat/leak - the dirty games of a rat-
tled European Commission. My
boots are worn out with quaking.
Soon I’ll be terrified of Timmy Far-
ron.

Finally, it’s interesting that all
French politicians end speeches with
‘Vive la République’ and Americans
with ‘God bless America.’ What’s
the British equivalent? 

Well, with a stiff upper lip our
politicos would probably say: ‘Mind
how you go,’ ‘What a lot of weath-
er we’re having,’ ‘Chin up’ or
‘Now, if you’ll excuse me, I
have a train to catch.’

Nora Johnson’s psycho-
logical/

suspense crime

thrillers ‘No Way Back,’ ‘Land-
scape of Lies,’ ‘Retribution,’ ‘Soul

Stealer,’ ‘The De Clerambault
Code’ (www.nora-john-

son.net) available from
Amazon in paper-

back/ eBook
(€0.99;£0.99) and

iBookstore. All
profits to Costa
del Sol Cudeca
cancer charity.  

Nora Johnson
Breaking Views
Nora is the author of popular psychological suspense and
crime thrillers and a freelance journalist. 
To comment on any of the issues raised in her column,
go to www.euroweeklynews.com/3.0.15/nora-johnson

War of words over the EU’s
“plot” to sabotage Brexit

THERESA MAY:
Wants a deal.









THE Utopia that we have today in
Mojacar started way back in the
60’s when the derelict place was
resettled. 

A kaleidoscope of fortune
hunters arrived along with a gaggle
of remittance men, busloads of
colourful hippies, dark travellers
and societies’ usual drop outs all
found their way to the hilltop vil-
lage. Drawn by magnetic waves or
spiritual lay lines - they just came. 

The itinerant Spanish suddenly
noted a confabulation of strangely
dressed folk, humble, noisy but not
bothersome in the least. No re-
morse was felt by the locals for the
intrusion. It could have been a
passing fad of those times or just
another circus passing through that
had decided to make camp at the
Hotel Indalo in the main village
plaza. 

The colourful costumes worn by
the  invaders were as pleasant as

their custom to be free with their
money and invites. In every case
the offer of food or drink was auto-
matically extended to anyone and
everyone within listening distance. 

Wine no longer became some-
thing for just sipping or to drink
during fiesta days but, a main sta-
ple of daily life; along with the

chance to laugh without examined
conscience or dance in public with-
out regard or contrivance. 

Young Paco Haro, a barman then
at his father’s hotel and the author
of the recent book witnessed the en-
tire daily show from dawn until
sometimes dawn again. He quickly
picked up on the programme; all

were to participate or at least watch
while the main foreign actors strut-
ted and fretted their hours upon
stage and then slumped into a quiet
corner than hadn’t been peed in. 

Within months the street wise
Spaniards had understood the con-
cept and soon began participating,
that is inviting their distant rela-

tives to the village to observe the
shows and share in the tidal wave
of free drinks that were flowing. 

After all, this is a nation of fies-
tas so adapting to the latest variety
came as easily as smiling. Yet, per-
sonal decorum wouldn’t yield to
random conversation and both
armies continued to use outrageous
hand signals and arm waving to
communicate (a popular con-
trivance that continues to this day). 

In fact, English is a difficult lan-
guage to learn compared to a world
of lexicons, while Spanish is
amongst the easiest. But, better
than all was the instant acceptance
of the other presumed traditions
and respect for their past culture. 

Everyone got along famously es-
pecially as the English insisted on
always paying for the drinks. More
smiles all around.  

Ric Polansky moved to Mojacar in 1969 as a pioneer
developer. He reads extensively and has travelled in South
America panning gold and looking for El Dorado.

Ric Polansky

Mojacar’s rare and unusual beginnings
MOJACAR: Drawn

by magnetic waves
they just came.

Everyone got
along famously,

as the English always
paid for the drinks.
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11
MAY

12
MAY

13
MAY

14
MAY

15
MAY

16
MAY

17
MAY

6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:00pm MasterChef
10:00pm The Truth About Sleep
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:30pm BBC London News
11:45pm Question Time
12:45am This Week

7:00pm BBC News at Six
7:30pm BBC London News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm A Question of Sport
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm MasterChef
10:30pm Have I Got News for You
11:00pm BBC News at Ten
11:25pm BBC London News
11:35pm The Graham Norton Show
12:25am Would I Lie to You?

6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Celebrity Eggheads
7:45pm Debatable
8:30pm Great British Menu
9:00pm The World According to Kids
10:00pm Morocco to Timbuktu: An 

Arabian Adventure
11:00pm Match of the Day
11:30pm Newsnight
12:15am Second Chance Summer: 

Tuscany

9:00pm Emmerdale
9:30pm Joanna Lumley's Postcards
10:00pm Car Crash Britain Caught 

on Camera
11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 

Weather
11:40pm ITV News London
11:50pm UEFA Europa League 

Highlights
12:50am Tipping Point
1:45am Jackpot247
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FRIDAY

THURSDAY

5:30pm Red Rock
6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Celebrity Eggheads
7:45pm Debatable
8:30pm Great British Menu
9:00pm Gardeners' World
10:00pm Versailles
11:00pm QI
11:30pm Newsnight
12:05am Later... with Jools Holland

6:30pm Extreme Cake Makers
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
8:55pm Party Election Broadcast
9:00pm Posh Pawn
10:00pm Gogglebox
11:00pm Britain Today Tonight
11:35pm Britain Today Tonight
12:05am 8 Out of 10 Cats Does 

Countdown

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
7:55pm Party Election Broadcast
8:00pm The Gadget Show
9:00pm Ancient Mysteries
10:00pm Inside the Houses of 

Parliament
11:00pm Mind the Age Gap
12:00am Nightmare Tenants, Slum 

Landlords

10:30am Premier League Match 
Pack

11:00am Premier League Daily
12:00pm Live ATP Masters 1000 - 

Madrid
6:00pm Football Gold
7:00pm The Fantasy Football Club
8:00pm Football
11:15pm Carling: In Off the Bar
11:45pm The Fantasy Football Club
12:45am Sporting Triumphs

8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Royal Windsor Horse 

Show Special
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Lethal Weapon
11:00pm ITV News at Ten and 

Weather
11:40pm ITV News London
11:50pm The Keith and Paddy 

Picture Show
12:20am Benidorm

5:30pm Final Score
6:20pm Who Dares Wins
7:05pm BBC News
7:15pm Regional News
7:20pm Weather
7:25pm Pointless
8:15pm Doctor Who
9:00pm Eurovision Song Contest 

2017
12:25am BBC News
12:40am Weather

SATURDAY
3:15pm Flog It!
4:00pm Trust Me I'm a Vet
5:00pm Gardeners' World
6:00pm Women's FA Cup Final
8:30pm Yorkshire Wolds Way 

with Paul Rose
9:00pm Dad's Army
9:30pm Woman in Gold
11:10pm Match of the Day
12:25am Versailles
1:25am Therese Desqueyroux

2:55pm Come Dine with Me
3:25pm Come Dine with Me
3:55pm A Place in the Sun: 

Summer Sun
4:55pm Big House, Little House
6:00pm Channel 4 News
6:30pm Formula 1
8:00pm The Restoration Man
9:00pm Walks with My Dog
10:00pm 12 Years a Slave
12:35am AVP: Alien vs. Predator

3:30pm FIA Formula e Live: 
Monaco

5:15pm The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door

7:15pm Can't Pay? We'll 
Take it Away!

9:05pm NCIS: Los Angeles
9:55pm 5 News Weekend
10:00pm NCIS
12:00am The Moors Murders: 

Britain's Worst Crimes

10:45am Soccer A.M.
12:30pm Football
1:30pm Football
4:00pm Live ATP Masters 

1000 - Madrid
6:00pm Great Sporting Moments
6:15pm Football
9:00pm Gary Neville: The Pundit
9:30pm Nissan Game of the Day
11:30pm Nissan Match Choice
12:30am Peter Crouch: PL 100 Club

5:30pm Catchphrase
6:15pm Britain's Got More Talent
7:15pm Local News and Weather
7:25pm ITV News and Weather
7:45pm Take Me Out
9:00pm Britain's Got Talent
10:15pm The Keith and Paddy 

Picture Show
10:45pm The Mask
11:45pm ITV News and Weather
12:00am The Mask

7:35pm BBC News
7:50pm Regional News
7:55pm Weather
8:00pm Countryfile
9:00pm British Academy Television

Awards
11:00pm BBC News
11:20pm Regional News
11:25pm Weather
11:30pm Match of the Day 2
12:45am Murder in Successville

SUNDAY
6:00pm Athletics
7:00pm Inside the Factory: How 

Our Favourite Foods are 
Made

8:00pm Amazing Hotels: Life 
Beyond the Lobby

9:00pm Mexico
10:00pm Dara and Ed's Road to 

Mandalay
11:00pm Half of a Yellow Sunday
12:45am Memento

2:30pm Doctor Dolittle
4:10pm Location, Location,

Location
5:15pm A Place in the Sun
6:15pm Escape to Costa Rica
7:15pm Channel 4 News
7:45pm Formula 1
10:00pm The Island with Bear Grylls
11:00pm Surviving the Island 

with Bear Grylls
12:00am Prisoners

4:10pm On Benefits
5:10pm On Benefits
6:00pm Britain's Best Loved 

Double Acts
9:00pm Toddlers Make You 

Laugh Out Loud
9:55pm 5 News Weekend
10:00pm When Game Shows 

Go Horribly Wrong
1:05am The Best of Bad TV
2:00am Super Casino

1:00pm Live Nissan Super Sunday
3:00pm Live Nissan Super Sunday
5:00pm Live Nissan Super Sunday
9:00pm Goals on Sunday
10:00pm Football Gold
10:15pm Football Gold
10:30pm Football Gold
10:45pm Football Gold
11:00pm Premier League
11:30pm Premier League
12:30am Goals on Sunday

3:05pm The Chase
4:05pm Britain's Got Talent
5:20pm Live and Let Die
7:35pm Local News and Weather
7:45pm ITV News and Weather
8:00pm Bigheads
9:00pm The Durrells
10:00pm Grantchester
11:00pm ITV News and Weather
11:20pm Peston on Sunday
12:15am Lethal Weapon

8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm Fake Britain
9:00pm EastEnders
9:30pm Panorama
10:00pm Doctor in the House
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm Match of the Day
12:15am Have I Got a Bit More 

News for You

MONDAY
6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Celebrity Eggheads
7:45pm Debatable
8:30pm Great British Menu
9:00pm Nature's Miniature 

Miracles: Natural World
10:00pm The Day the Dinosaurs 

Died
11:00pm Detectorists
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

8:00pm Channel 4 News
8:55pm Party Election Broadcast
9:00pm Food Unwrapped
9:30pm The Fake News Show
10:00pm Ivanka Tru America's 

Real First Lady?
11:00pm Loaded
11:55pm 8 Out of 10 Cats Does 

Countdown
12:55am Obsessive Compulsive 

Cleaners

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
7:55pm Party Election Broadcast 

on Behalf of Plaid Cymru
8:00pm The Cars That Made 

Britain Great
9:00pm Police Interceptors
10:00pm Inside the Gang
11:00pm Rise of the Krays
12:00am 5 News

4:00pm Premier League Highlights
4:30pm Premier League 100 Club
5:00pm Premier League Highlights
6:00pm Premier League 100 Club
7:00pm Premier League Highlights
8:00pm Soccer AM: The Best 

Bits 2016/17
8:30pm Live Monday Night 

Football
12:00am Scottish Football Round 

Up

7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Tonight: The Leader 

Interviews
9:30pm Coronation Street
10:00pm Little Boy Blue
11:00pm ITV News
11:55pm Don't Ask Me, Ask Britain
12:55am Joanna Lumley's Postcards
1:20am Jackpot247

7:00pm BBC News
7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
8:30pm EastEnders
9:00pm Holby City
10:00pm Three Girls
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm The Truth About Sleep
12:45am Life After Suicide

TUESDAY
6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Celebrity Eggheads
7:45pm Debatable
8:30pm Great British Menu
9:00pm Bake Off Crème de la 

Crème
10:00pm Horizon
11:00pm Later Live... with Jools 

Holland
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

6:30pm Extreme Cake Makers
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
8:55pm Party Election Broadcast
9:00pm Location, Location, 

Location
10:00pm One Born EveryMinute
11:00pm First Dates
12:05am Confessions of a 

Junior Doctor

7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
7:55pm Party Election Broadcast 

on Behalf of the 
Conservative Party

8:00pm Police Interceptors
9:00pm The Yorkshire Vet
10:00pm Elizabeth I
11:00pm Liberace: In Life and 

Death
12:05am Hannibal

1:00pm Premier League Legends
2:00pm Soccer AM: The Best 

Bits 2016/17
2:30pm Premier League 100 Club
3:00pm Premier League Legends
3:30pm Monday Night Football
4:00pm Live Indian Premier 

League
8:30pm Football
11:15pm Premier League Review
12:15am Football Gold

7:00pm Local News and Weather
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Save Money Good Food
9:00pm Don't Ask Me Ask Britain
10:00pm Long Lost Family: What 

Happened Next?
11:00pm ITV News
11:50pm Little Boy Blue
12:50am Car Crash Britain Caught 

on Camera

6:15pm Pointless
7:00pm BBC News
7:30pm Regional News
8:00pm The One Show
9:00pm Shop Well for Less
10:00pm Three Girls
11:00pm BBC News
11:30pm Regional News
11:40pm Weather
11:45pm A Question of Sport
12:15am Doctor in the House

WEDNESDAY
4:45pm The Wonder of Animals
5:15pm Rise of the Continents
6:15pm Antiques Road Trip
7:00pm Celebrity Eggheads
7:45pm Debatable
8:30pm Great British Menu
9:00pm Trust Me I'm a Vet
10:00pm A Time to Live
11:00pm QI
11:30pm Newsnight
12:10am Weather

6:00pm Four in a Bed
6:30pm Extreme Cake Makers
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
8:55pm Party Election Broadcast
9:00pm How to Live Mortgage 

Free with Sarah Beeny
10:00pm Isis: The Origins of 

Violence
11:35pm Gogglebox
12:35am One Born Every Minute

6:00pm 5 News at 5
6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
7:55pm Party Election 

Broadcast on Behalf 
of the Labour Party

8:00pm Chris Tarrant’s Extreme 
Railway Journeys

9:00pm GPs: Behind Closed Doors
10:00pm Can’t Pay? We’ll Take 

it Away

2:30pm Premier League Legends
3:00pm Premier League Legends
3:30pm Premier League Legends
4:00pm Live Indian Premier 

League
8:30pm Football
11:15pm Barclays Premier 

League World
11:45pm Football Gold
12:00am Football's Greatest
12:30am Football's Greatest

7:00pm Local News and Weather
7:30pm ITV Evening News
8:00pm Emmerdale
8:30pm Coronation Street
9:00pm Tonight at the London 

Palladium
10:00pm Britain's Busiest Airport - 

Heathrow
11:00pm ITV News
11:55pm On Assignment
12:30am British Touring Car 

Championship Highlights

1:00pm Premier League Legends
2:00pm Premier League 100 Club
3:00pm Premier League Legends
5:00pm Football's Greatest
6:00pm Premier League Legends
7:30pm Barclays Premier League 

World
8:00pm Live Premier League Darts
11:00pm School of Hard Knocks
12:00am Premier League Match 

Pack

6:30pm Neighbours
7:00pm Home and Away
7:30pm 5 News Tonight
7:55pm Party Election Broadcast
8:00pm Secrets of Great British 

Castles
9:00pm On Benefits
10:00pm Nightmare Tenants, Slum 

Landlords
11:00pm Mind the Age Gap
12:05am Inside the Gang

6:00pm Four in a Bed
6:30pm Extreme Cake Makers
7:00pm The Simpsons
7:30pm Hollyoaks
8:00pm Channel 4 News
8:55pm Party Election Broadcast
9:00pm The Supervet
10:00pm Born to Kill
11:00pm How to Get a Council 

House
12:00am First Dates
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IF you need to send money abroad - perhaps to
transfer a mortgage or pension, or just to make
a one-off payment - your first instinct might be
to turn to your bank. Many people will assume
that this is the easiest method, or that their bank
will offer them the best deal, but this might not
be the best option for you. 

At HiFX, we’re dedicated to saving you time
and money, whatever the reason for your inter-
national money transfer. Every month, we use
an independent company to check all the UK
high street banks and building societies to
make sure our rate is better. We can help you
save money in two ways:

1. Absolutely no transfer fees
With HiFX, you’ll pay no transfer fees what-

soever, regardless of the amount you are trans-
ferring. 

Opening an account is free, plus we don’t
charge fees for receiving money or any other
transfer fees on foreign exchange transactions.
There are no monthly charges either.

Please note that this does not include the cost
of you transferring funds to HiFX or any
charges incurred where the funds are being sent
in a different currency to the destination bank
account.

2. Bank-beating exchange rates
To get an idea of how much you could save,

we compared the rates and fees for transferring
£10,000 into Euros using the main UK high
street banks:

With a HiFX account, you can get a quote at
any time using our online system, which will
make it clear to you exactly what exchange rate
you will be getting. When you see a rate you
are comfortable with, you can make a transfer
online 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

To find out more about how HiFX could
save you time and money, please contact our
team of friendly experts: spain@hifx.co.uk.
You can also call our Costa del Sol office on
951 203 986 or our Costa Blanca office on 966
764 934.

The details expressed in this transmission are
for information purposes only and are not in-
tended as a solicitation for funds or a recom-
mendation to trade. HiFX Sucursal en España
is a branch of HiFX Europe Limited. HiFX Eu-
rope Limited is authorised by the Financial
Conduct Authority under the Payment Services
Regulations 2009, registration 462444, for the
provision of payment services. Registered of-
fice: Maxis 1, Western Road, Bracknell, Berk-
shire, RG12 1RT.

Advertising feature

With HiFX international money
transfers, there’s no fees, no fuss

EXCHANGE RATES: You can get a quote at any time using our online system.



SIR,
‘Sedition; actively promoting and
advocating a movement to over-
throw a legitimately constituted au-
thority.’ 

Spain’s prime minister Mariano
Rajoy should have reacted immedi-
ately (almost four years ago!) in re-
sponse to Catalan president Arthur
Mas’ call to separate from Spain to
form an independent and sovereign
‘nation’ by imprisoning the rebel for
treason.

Instead, Sr Rajoy simply repeats
again and again that he won’t allow
the illegal and unconstitutional ref-
erendum to be held in the Catalan
‘nation.’  

And as Commander-in-Chief of
the only legitimate ‘Spanish Na-
tion;’ he should stop talking so
much and act decisively to finally
call a halt to this seemingly endless
and harmful farce that is undermin-
ing the already downtrodden morale
and confidence of Spanish citizens.
Time to practice a bit of the old reli-
able ‘actions speak louder than
words.’

In the USA we had a Civil War
that lasted four years (1861-1865)
over ‘sedition and treason,’ but even
then, at least nine of our 31 states
were rebelling from the Union, and
not just one; as is the present case
today in the Catalonia Province.

Richard M McBride,
Benidorm

Voting rights
WHAT a cheek! Long-term expats
who abandoned their homeland for
a Mediterranean lifestyle years ago
want the right to vote on the UK’s
future.

OK, if that’s want they want let
them have a vote, subject to a satis-
factory inspection of their tax af-
fairs by HMRC and Hacienda. That
should thin their ranks and lessen
the cacophony of self-interested
whingeing.

Peter Rogers
Benahavis

Double
standards
I MUST comment on two articles in
your Mallorca paper, edition 1660.
Firstly, Mike Senker’s comments on
bars having to put outside seating ar-
eas on decking. 

In Puerto Pollensa, one very busy
street for tourists, they followed these
instructions last year. Now the coun-
cil, who forced two bars and a Spanish
bike hire business to put these in, have
decided to withdraw use of the road. 

So, firstly the council insist on
decking, and less than a year later, in-
sist that it’s taken down. And never

anyone to ask. Just shrugged shoul-
ders.

Secondly, the transformation of
Magaluf into a ‘first class’ resort. This
has been going on for 30 years, since
the Calvia area became the biggest
money area in all of Spain. 

The council took the money and
thought that was it. But Magaluf is too
big to fill up with your words, ‘a more
discerning guest.’

Don’t bite the hand that feeds you
springs to mind. I will say Mallorca
has now become a more cosmopolitan
up-market holiday isle, but it should
be for all, because in most cases, the
‘all’ spend more money.

R K Lutschan,  
Puerto Pollensa, Mallorca

The views expressed and opinions given in Letters are not necessarily those of the EWN publishers. They accept no responsibility for accuracy of information, errors, omissions or statements, and reject claims
arising out of any action that a company or individual may take on the basis of information contained therein.
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All letters, whether by email or post, should carry the writer’s postal address, NIE and contact number though only the name and town will
be published.  Letters may also be edited. 

Readers who have missed earlier correspondence can see all letters posted on: www.euroweeklynews.com

HAVE YOUR SAY

YOUR PAPER - YOUR VOICE - YOUR OPINION

Sedition and treason
EU leaders approve negotiating strategy

I GUESS this must be a record for the EU Council and the 27 EU countries actually com-
ing to a decision, they can’t even come to an agreement on the name of a corridor in
one of their buildings after several hours and yet this is sorted in minutes. Lol 

Mike in ESP

Missing couple safely back home in
Malaga
GREAT to see the Spanish government supporting its citizens. Hopefully this is a happy
ending instead of what could have been. 

Saya Sendiri

Britain and Europe at loggerheads over
Brexit 
WHERE is the base point, the EU accounts have never been given a clean audit certifi-
cate because of all the fraud and irregularities? Will Brussels use the same accounting
techniques for Brexit negotiations they use in Greek debt calculations (and Spanish
deficits)? 

Drew Edgar

SHE is is not confused in the slightest. She is fighting tooth and nail in the interests of
the top richest 10 per cent of UK citizens. They provided all the information and news
which caused poorer people to vote Brexit. The very rich own nearly all of the UK media.
It’s called brainwashing. 

Peter

Scientists called in to save Marbella’s
beaches
THE obvious answer is to put concrete pillars beneath the waves maybe a hundred me-
tres offshore. This will break the force of the waves and save the sand on the beaches.
Once again here in Marbella they are placing tons of sand on the beaches to repair that
which has been washed away. 

Roy Peters

Jumbo bunny dies on United Airlines
flight
MY problem isn’t so much with planes as it is with airports - so much less terrifying than
your well-articulated issues with flying. I just get fed up with the incessant queues, indif-
ferent officials, endless waiting around and needless delays. 

Chris

Stephen Fry blasphemy
FRY didn’t specify any religion, but directed his remarks about ‘God.’ God doesn’t belong
to any religion, and the only person who could testify that God had been insulted or
blasphemed would be God. I think this whole thing is ridiculous. If people have the free-
dom of speech to praise God, then others should have the freedom of speech to express
their opinion about God.

I think if God could be contacted he would say: ‘Lads, don’t be acting like eejits. Let
the Garda get on with their serious work to fight crime.’ I think that God should be
called as a witness if there is a trial, and to the best of my knowledge nobody has an ad-
dress to contact God.

Les Serff

Donkeys painted yellow
THEY don’t care about animals. Still hundreds of festivals where cruelty to animals is in-
voved, dogs left alone on properties to bark day and night and pigeons and little birds
shut in tiny cages too. 

Rosemary Harknett 

COMMENTS from
EWN Online

Photographs for possible publication should be sent by email with a full 
caption to: photonews@euroweeklynews.com

DID you notice? The ‘depuradora’ in Benalmadena is
again causing stink in the area around the Avenida
Palmeras roundabout by the sea!

Every night they let the waste water run down and on
its way towards the sea it causes a stink that cuts off your breath. 

On Thursday April 19, with the wind so strong and the sea very rough,
the whole waste got kind of churned up by the violent sea and then the
stink like sewer was dispersed by the air even during the day time. 

Does the town hall try to cover it up at the beginning of the tourist sea-
son? Has the money to fix it gone away? Please investigate and warn the
people of the health risks over inhaling the polluted air!

Fran Drews
Benalmadena

Causing a stink 

SEWAGE SMELL: Cuts off your breath.
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I STOPPED to fill my car with petrol and I
use a garage where the attendant does it for
you. So I was sitting in my car and he started
to fill my tank. At the same time my phone
rang so I answered it. The attendant was at the
back of the car but standing on the other side.  

On the forecourt was his mate who waved
at me and signalled, by using his thumb and
little finger and placing it to his ear, and then
changing it to give me the wiggly ‘no don’t do
that’ finger gesture. This, in normal circum-
stances is fine, except this guy had a lit ciggy
in his other hand! I mean, it’s bad enough that
they have these signs saying don’t use your
phone in a garage when there has never been a
reported incident of it blowing the place up,
but to tell me not to use my phone whilst he
has a lit ciggy is just nuts.

Talking of signs, here are a few others that
set me off. When I was in the UK a little while
ago there was a sign in the gent’s toilet which
said ‘now wash your hands.’ That’s fine but it
then went on to show you, by the use of dia-
grams, how to wash them. Yup a sign showing
you how to wash your hands. Now, I’m not
the sharpest tool in the box, but I don’t think

there is anybody in the living civilised world,
over the age of four, that doesn’t know how to
wash their hands. You stick them under the
tap, turn the water on, add soap, rub them to-
gether then rinse and dry. 

The even crazier part is that some idiot
somewhere has spent money on producing
these dumbass signs and got paid to do it! 

How about this one. At the entrance to the
urbanisation where I live is a map that shows
you how to get to all the different Phases of
which there are five. It’s a great idea because
it’s a big urbanisation and there is a one way
system just to confuse you even further. How-
ever, there is just one problem. The map has
been printed upside down so anyone who
looks at it for the first time has not got a hope
in hell of finding how to get anywhere. 

We told the town hall, who put it there, and
two years later it’s still there this upside down
useless sign that cost a fortune to make. The
last one for now is when you are driving down
the road and all of a sudden, without any
warning, there is the sign that says the road is
closed and you can’t go any further. How hard
is it to put a sign at the top of the road and at
other entrances that the road is closed ahead?
So now you have to find a way to turn around,
usually in a confined space and then find an-
other way to complete your journey.

What signs have you seen? Let me know.
mikesenker@gmail.com

Mike Senker
In my opinion
Views of a Grumpy Old Man

Can you wash your hands?

DURING the latest seven-day campaign fo-
cusing on speeding motorists, the Guardia
Civil checked some 581,294 vehicles on
Spain’s roads. Officers found 31,086 were in
breach of the law, however the controls con-
ducted by the various local and regional po-
lice force also need to be added to these fig-
ures, so it is expected to be considerably
higher.

The campaign targeted mainly the sec-
ondary road network where the majority of
serious and fatal incidents occur.

Four of the drivers stopped now face crimi-
nal proceedings after they were found to be
exceeding the maximum permitted speed
limit by more than 80km per hour.

Drivers caught speeding face fines of be-
tween €100-600 plus the loss of between two
and six points. Exceeding the speed limit by

more than 60km per hour on urban roads, or
80km per hour on major roads, then becomes
a criminal offence with the offender facing
between six to 12 months in prison, commu-
nity service and the loss of the driving licence
for up to four years, as well as a substantial
fine.

Remember, the DGT traffic department
website has extended its information into
English, French and German, to greater ad-
vise and inform foreign drivers. 

Via www.dgt.es information is available in
English which tells you what to do in the
event of receiving a traffic violation ticket. It
includes details on what to do if the offending
driver is not the vehicle owner, how to pay
the fine, either online or in person or at a
bank, or appeal it, as well as contact details
for speaking to someone about your fine. 

I am President of a Community of
Property Owners and I am about

to resign the position.  I am completely fed
up with some owners who have everything
to SAY but will not stand for President. One
main problem is our Administrators. When
you quote anything to them, they just say,
that is their opinion. You never see the
rules, that is, the law. When I quote you,

they never agree with what you quote or
say. Only, that is his opinion. Can I insist
that the new President appoint a new ad-
ministration company? Can I insist that we
appoint a British accountant to audit the
books for the last 15 years? I strongly feel
that nothing adds up. They will not do the
accounts in English, only in Spanish.

B J C (Costa Blanca)

For more news and articles visit www.n332.es or search N332 on Facebook.

I hope you feel bet-
ter for getting it off

your chest.  Keep in mind
that you will not resign as
President.  You will officially
be President until the Com- munity votes in a new one.

The President does not ap-
point the Administrators.  The
Community must do that by
majority vote at the AGM.
The same goes for the nam-
ing of auditors.

David Searl
You and the Law 
in Spain

LEGALLY SPEAKING

AS part of a new series, we answer some common driving questions, kindly provided by
members of the Guardia Civil based in Torrevieja, Costa Blanca, who set up the N332 web-
site and Facebook page to help break down barriers.

Speeding fines

What can a ‘fed up’ President do?

Send your questions for David Searl through lawyers Ubeda-Retana & Associates in
Fuengirola at Ask@lawtaxspain.com, or call 952 667 090.

SPEED CAMPAIGN:  
Targeted mainly the
secondary road network.



GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
A fleeting meeting stirs feelings that
you thought were dead. This could
be good if  i t  reminds you of how
life can be, or bad if it makes you
think of missed opportunities. It is
never too late to make a fresh start.
Why not go on that painting holiday
or stamp-collecting weekend? Pole
dancing anyone?

CANCER
(June 22 - July 23)
Someone real ly  has  ra t t led your
tree, but try to refrain from throw-
ing coconuts  on their  head.  I t  i s
much more effective to be charming
and get them confused. 

LEO
(July 24 - August 23)
Are you feeling that you have been
dealt a rough hand? Consider this:
there are some who are not dealt a

hand at all. Many are missing those
few cards that mean they are never
really in with a chance. Instead of
lurking on the shady side, walk out
into the sun. You will soon see the
bright side. 

VIRGO
(August 24 - September 23)
A chance remark opens a  can of
worms. Trying to get them back in
could turn out to be very messy. We
al l  open our  mouth and put  our
foot  in  i t  sometime.  However,
over-react ing won' t  help.  You

will need help with something this
week.  

LIBRA
(September 24 - October 23)
Someone who is usually quite the
opposite to you will surprise with
an offer. Although you are naturally
suspicious, give them the benefit of
the doubt. Leopards do not change
their spots but they are capable of
behaving for the bigger good. . 

SCORPIO
(October 24 - November 22)
An intimate meeting is less exciting
than anticipated. This should not
bother you because time could yet
change that. You need to be in the
right place at the right time, so don't
give up hope, just have a little pa-
tience. A change of plans will  be
more beneficial  than irksome, at
least in the longer term. 

SAGITTARIUS
(November 23 - December 21)
While counting your pennies, also
count your blessings. Money can be
a big problem or merely an irrita-
tion but the lack of it must be kept
in  perspect ive.  You are  r ight  to
think twice about accepting some-
thing that seems to be for nothing. 

CAPRICORN
(December 22 - January 20)
The goat in you is keen to find pas-
tures new. It  isn't  a nibble that is
needed at the moment, but a feast.
Accepting anything less would be a
mistake because someone is watch-
ing your reaction to an offer.

If you feel unsure of your worth,
then ask a few trusted friends. It is
so hard to see ourselves. Heed their
words.

AQUARIUS
(January 21 - February 19)
Don't allow an open-ended offer to
muddle your mind. There is no need
for an immediate decision and this
may be too soon for  a  posi t ive
move. A sense of urgency may be
put down to practical reasons when,
in fact, it is no such thing. A feeling
of insecurity is more likely to be the
trigger to uncertainty.

PISCES
(Febraury 20 - March 20)
Are things going swimmingly?
Good.  Maybe you had forgot ten
how to have real  fun.  Remember
when you were a child? Life was so
simple.  Relax and be that  chi ld
again. If  some old fogey accuses
you of  being s i l ly,  feel  sorry for
them.

ARIES
(March 21 - April 20)
Awkward situations usually bring
out the best in you and this week
proves that. In the longer term, you
wil l  be grateful  to  those making
things difficult now.  
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BREAK, BE INFORMED AND ENJOY A CHALLENGE

LAST WEEK’S
SOLUTION

How can you tell when
you’ve run out of

invisible ink?”‘

MADDOCKS’ VIEW ON LIFEKakuro Fill all the empty
squares using

the numbers 1 to
9, so that the

sum of each hor-
izontal block

equals the ‘clue’
on its left, and

the sum of each
vertical block

equals the clue
on its top. No

number may be
used in the
same block

more than once.  

Saturday May 06 Friday May 05Tuesday May 02

IRISH LOTTO EURO MILLIONS

Saturday May 06

LA PRIMITIVA EL GORDO DE
LA PRIMITIVA

Sunday May 07

UK NATIONAL
LOTTERY

BONUS BALL LUCKY STARS REINTEGRO REINTEGRO

LO
TT

ER
Y

Saturday May 06
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37
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1 22

26 27

31 34

3 7

17 21

22 28

1 3

LUCKY STARS

19

25

6

23

27

11 12 28 3

BONUS BALL

World of
English

‘I KEEP HIM ON A HEALTHY DIET - BACON SANDWICH, T-BONE STEAK,
BURGER, BEANS, SAUSAGE AND CHIPS, BROWNIES, ICE CREAM COLA...’

Get out in the fresh air as much as possible and be kind to your body. You
may have neglected yourself because you have been such a busy bee of  late.
What about a trip to the seaside or a walk in the hills? Maybe a trip to the lo-
cal cocktail bar is more your style! Whatever puts a spring in your step will
be good.

TAURUS       (April 21 - May 21)

YOUR STARS FOR 7 DAYS
Everything
I buy is

vintage and
smells
funny.
Maybe that’s
why I don’t have a
boyfriend.”

Lucy Liu, Actress

Women’s wit

I was born in very
sorry circumstances.

Both of my parents were
very sorry.”

Norman Wisdom

‘

‘
Famous quote
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The purpose of the Hexagram
puzzle is to place the 19 six-
letter words into the 19 cells.
The letters at the edges of

interlocking cells MUST BE THE
SAME. The letters in the words
must be written CLOCKWISE.
The word in cell 10 (COMBAT)
and one letter in four other cells

are given as clues.

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

• Average: 10 • Good: 14
• Very good: 20 • Excellent: 25

TARGET: 

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

Hexagram

deer dire doer drew erne ewer iron nerd noir redo
reed rein rend ride rind rode weir were wire word
wore worn wren diner dower dried droid drone
drown eider erode newer odder owner reded redid
renew rowed rowen weird wider wired denier
deride dewier dinero downer droned eroded ironed
nodder redden redone reined rewind ridden weirdo
winder wonder worded dowdier dowered downier
drowned ironweed wondered EIDERDOWN

Directed by: David
Frankel
Starring: Will
Smith, Edward
Norton, Keira
Knightley, Helen
Mirren, Kate
Winslet

Howard is a
successful
advertising
executive in New York when tragedy strikes.
For the next three years he disconnects
from life and from work. Although he turns
up for work he is not functioning and the
business starts to struggle having lost some
of its largest clients. Howard’s partners are
running out of time to save the business
when they have an idea. One which might
just help Howard unlock the answers he is
desperately seeking in the letters he writes
to Love, Time and Death. Will the unusual
idea help save the business and help
Howard to reconnect with the world?

NEW ON DVD

1 Strand 2 Coarse 3 Raster
4 Chisel 5 Statue 6 Filter
7 Cheese 8 Regent 9 Victim
10 Suntan 11 Length 12 Intent
13 Hasten 14 Lupine 15 Siesta
16 Hither 17 Theist 18 Lariat
19 Teeter.

Nonagram
How many English words of four letters or more

can you make from the nine letters in our
Nonagram puzzle? Each letter may be used only
once (unless the letter appears twice). Each word
MUST CONTAIN THE CENTRE LETTER (in this

case G) and there must be AT LEAST ONE NINE
LETTER WORD. Plurals, vulgarities or proper

nouns are not allowed.

Euro Weekly News strives for accuracy, but cannot be held
responsible for the accuracy of published forecastsS: Sun Cl: Clear F: Fog C: Cloudy Sh: Showers Sn: Snow Th: Thunder

This week weather
1792 – The New York Stock Exchange
was established by 24 merchants and
brokers.
1796 – Dr Edward Jenner developed the
vaccination against smallpox.
1820 – Florence Nightingale, nursing
pioneer, was born in Italy.
1937 – George VI was crowned king at
Westminster Abbey after his brother,
Edward VIII, abdicated.
1954 – Queen Elizabeth II, the Duke of
Edinburgh and their two children Prince
Charles and Princess Anne, returned
home from their first Commonwealth
tour after having been away for six
months.
1957 – Petrol rationing came to an end
after being in force for five months.
1967 – The British government an-
nounced that Stansted was to become
London’s third airport. 
1971 – The Daily Sketch, Britain’s old-
est tabloid newspaper, was published
for the last time after 62 years in print.
1981 – Pope John Paul II was shot
twice whilst riding in an open vehicle in
St Peter’s Square in Rome.
1985 – A fire at Bradford football stadi-
um killed 56 people and wounded 265
others.
1991 – Winnie Mandela, the wife of
Nelson Mandela, was sentenced to six
years in prison for her involvement in
the kidnap of four youths.
1994 – Labour leader John Smith died
after suffering a second heart attack at
the age of 55.
1995 – Alison Hargreaves, a British
mother of two, became the first woman
to reach the peak of Everest unaided.
2000 – Ford announced that it was to
cease car production at its Dagenham
plant after more than 70 years.
2001 – John Prescott, deputy prime
minister, punched a protester after he
was hit on the side of the face by an
egg.
1955 – The Soviet Union and its East-
ern Bloc allies signed a security pact in
Warsaw after a three-day conference.
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AK, BE INFORMED AND ENJOY A CHALLENGE

Across
1 Roars used for getting the fire going (7)
5 Core and front of building unaltered (5)
8 Moves towards or from one arson attack (5)
9 Charge a politician in a temper (7)
10 Some of the next remedies will be radical (7)
11 Arranged loans for the beauty parlour (5)
12 Disturbed fish surrounded by poles (6)
14 Deb riskily concealed remains (6)
18 Get rid of in the Channel (5)
20 Increase general confusion (7)
22 Begins tantrum in a moment (7)
23 Asked questions of confused dopes (5)
24 Nasal cavity of head of state in America (5)
25 Elizabethan poet's son writes to the Queen (7)

Down
1 Standards set by including Queen in marriage

proclamation (7)
2 Jumped in meadow and a gym (5)
3 Old boy with part in play that is rude (7)
4 Plant in some faiths or religions (6)
5 Knocks tramps gone soft in the middle (5)
6 Office device made from plaster (7)
7 Grim extract from a Boris Pasternak novel (5)
13 Trains with a different skilled worker (7)

15 Better sun block (7)
16 Slight change of lenders (7)
17 Confinements, we hear, in beds (6)
18 Doctor has one afterthought for boring fellows (5)
19 Shade affected people in charge (5)
21 Lazes in a forest setting (5)

Crossword Enjoy filling in the following puzzles and check the answers
in next week’s edition

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS

Cryptic

Code Breaker

English - Spanish

page

1 User, 4 Disaster, 8 Caesar,
9 Robins, 10 Mere, 11 Condense,
13 Controversial, 16 Emergent,
19 Reef, 20 Cannes, 22 Shower,
23 Toasters, 24 Tess. 

2 Stateroom, 3 Respect, 4 Doric,
5 Strange, 6 Sable, 7 Eon,
12 Shameless, 14 Oversee,
15 Sort out, 17 Ranks, 18 Tasks,
21 Ado. 

1 Stroppy, 5 Piece, 8 Legal,
9 Calypso, 10 Light, 11 Aware,
12 Expand, 14 Plunge, 18 Gecko,
20 Exact, 22 Abolish, 23 Eager,
24 Erode, 25 Risotto. 

1 Salvage, 2 Regal, 3 Polygon,
4 Yachts, 5 Polka, 6 Explain,
7 Evoke, 13 Piccolo, 15 Leaders,
16 Embargo, 17 Tether, 18 Glare,
19 Ovine, 21 Tight. 

Across:

Across:

QUICK

CRYPTIC

1 Flag, 3 Twin, 8 Lie,
9 Amapola, 10 Raindrops,
14 Cowbell, 16 Sea, 17 Ants,
18 Asno. 

1 Film, 2 Abeja, 4 Who,
5 Neat, 6 Painter, 7 Barrels,
11 Pasas, 12 Acta, 13 Mano,
15 Wet.

Down:

Quick

ENGLISH-
SPANISH
Across:

Each number in the Code Breaker grid represents a different letter of the alphabet. In
this week’s puzzle, 8 represents H and 9 represents G, so fill in H every time the figure

8 appears and G every time the figure 9 appears. Now, using your knowledge of the
English language, work out which letters should go in the missing squares. As you

discover the letters, fill in other squares with the same number in the main grid and the
control grid.

Across
1 Periódicos (10)
7 Government-licensed

tobacconist's (7)
8 See 9
9/8 Alfombra de baño (4,3)

10 To pray (say prayers) (4)
13 Handle (of basket, bucket, jug)
(3)
14 Iron (for clothes) (7)
15 Aprons (10)

Down
2 Statue (7)
3 Arena (tierra) (4)
4 Love (between people) (4)
5 Sábado (8)
6 Teclado (8)
8 Milagro (7)

11 Abierto (4)
12 Berry (4)

CODE BREAKER 

The clues are mixed, some clues are in Spanish and
some are in English.

Across
1 Sleepwear (7)
5 Start (5)
8 Attempts (5)
9 Supply (7)
10 Unfriendly (7)
11 Sovereigns (5)
12 Respite (6)
14 Not often (6)
18 Elegant and stylish (5)
20 Foes (7)
22 Ape (7)
23 Over (5)
24 Symbols (5)
25 Gratify (7)

Down
1 Ewer (7)

2 Unites (5)

3 Huge (7)

4 Light evening meal (6)

5 Obstruct (5)

6 Smiled broadly (7)

7 Requires (5)

13 Departing (7)

15 Stylish (7)

16 Enigma (7)

17 Alcove (6)

18 Turns around (5)

19 Rips (5)

21 Driving clubs (5)

Down:

Down:
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TIME OUT
EURO WEEKLY’S SPACE FOR YOU TO TAKE A
BREAK, BE INFORMED AND ENJOY A CHALLENGE

TARGET: 
4 letters: 1 point 5 letters: 2
points 6 letters: 3 points 7
letters: 5 points 8 or more

letters: 11 points

SCORING:
• Average: 14

• Good: 19

• Very good: 28

• Excellent: 36

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION

LA
ST

 W
EE

K
’S

 S
O

LU
TI

O
N

Fill the grid so that every row, every column and every
3X3 box contains the digits 1-9. There’s no maths
involved. You solve the puzzle with reasoning and logic.

Sudoku

BACK

Move from the start
word (BEST) to the
end word (WALK) in
the same number of
steps as there are
rungs on the Word
Ladder. You must only
change one letter at a
time.

BEST

Word Ladder

Boggled

lens lend lends elms eons emus enol ends onus spume spun
spur spurt melt melts menu menus mend mends melon
melons meld melds lone puns pundit puny purism smelt
smelts sloe sump sumps sups suit sunny sidle sirup sirups dirt
yuan yurt isle idle iris aisle aids anus arid runny rids raid raids
truism triune tray 

How many English words can you find in the
Boggled grid, according to the following rules?

• The letters must be adjoining in a ‘chain’. They can
be adjacent horizontally, vertically or diagonally.

• Words must contain at least four letters and may
include singular and plural or other derived forms.
• No letter may be used more than once within a

single word, unless it appears twice.
• No vulgarities or proper nouns are permitted.

ON the idyllic island of
La Reunion Martial Bel-
lion is enjoying a holiday
with his  wife Liane and
their six-year-old daugh-
ter surrounded by cloud-
less  skies ,  blue sea and
palm trees.  When Liane
fails to return after having
popped up to  the hotel
room worr ied Mart ia l
goes to check she is okay.

Upon entering the room
he discovers i t  is  empty
but  covered in  blood.
With hotel staff telling the
police Martial was the on-
ly person to have gone to
the room at the time Liane
disappeared he becomes
the prime suspect. 

Martial then adds to the
suspicion when he too
disappears along with his
daughter. Could he really
have killed his wife? If he
didn’t kill her why is he
acting so guilty?

BOOKS

Don’t
Let Go

By Michel Bussi

books@euroweeklynews.com

Solution
BEST
BELT
(WEST)
BELL
(WELT)
WELL
WALL
WALK

WALK

IT’S National Children’s Day UK this Sun-
day which aims to highlight the importance
of a healthy childhood. Nowadays, with the
increasing amount of technology available,
it is rare to see children out playing in the
street. Remember the fun you had as a
child playing games outdoors? Here’s a
nostalgic look at some of the fun games we
used to play.

1.   Skipping
Whether you mastered it or not skipping was a
great outdoor activity that you could enjoy on
your own. It was even better fun though when,
armed with your mum’s washing line, you and
your friends teamed up to jump together.
Jumping in, jumping in twos or threes, jump-
ing to rhymes or, for those who were really
good, double Dutch!

2.  Hide and seek
Who hasn’t played this game? It was a great
game to play indoors when the weather wasn’t
great but outside opened up a whole new
plethora of hiding places. While the ‘seeker’
counted to 20, 50 or even 100 (whatever your
‘rules’ were!) everyone else would run and
hide in the hope of being the last person to be
found. ‘Ready or not, here I come…’

3. Kerby
A football, a friend and a quiet road is all that
was required. Standing opposite each other the
aim was to throw the ball off the edge of the
kerb so it bounced back to you. If you man-
aged to catch it on the rebound you got points

and the chance to stand in the middle of the
road for more points until you missed… then
it was your friend’s turn. Darn those cars who
got in the way of an important game!

4.  Tig (or Tag)
A game that favoured the more athletic, most
of us will have played this at some point.
There really aren’t any rules other than run as
fast as you can and try not to get caught! The
person who was ‘it’ had to try and catch up
with someone else in order to ‘tig’ or ‘tag’
them saying ‘you’re it’ when they managed to.
Exhausted just thinking about this game
now!

5.  Hopscotch (or Peever if you’re Scottish!)
Remember pavements covered in chalk from
hopscotch grids? The game was played by

throwing an object (stone/shoe polish tin) and
trying to land on a number (eg one). If you did
you hopped on one leg, jumping over number
one, up to the end and back stopping on num-
ber two (and so on) where you had to pick up
the object while balancing on one leg, lose
your balance and your turn was over! The
winner was the first to get all the way to nine
and back.

6.   Red Rover/British Bulldog
Each group would stand in a line and make a
chain (holding hands) and face each other.
Each team then took it in turns with one per-
son running towards the other team to try and
break through their chain. If you did you re-
joined your team and if you didn’t you joined
their team against your old team. A good old
arm bruising game of rivalry!

7.   What’s the Time Mr Wolf?
Another great chasing game. Players would
stand in a line with the ‘wolf’ standing a few
metres away with his back to everyone. Players
chanted ‘What’s the time Mr Wolf?” and the
wolf replied a time eg two o’clock. Players
then took steps to towards the wolf until he de-
cided ‘it’s dinner time!’ and gave chase. If you
didn’t make it back to the start without being
caught you then became Mr Wolf.

8.   Clapping Games
How many hours did you play with your friend
clapping hands together in a pattern while
chanting a rhyme? Some were easy and some
were more complicated. Rhymes will have dif-
fered depending where you lived but ‘A sailor
went to sea, sea, sea…’ and ‘Under the bram-
ble bushes…’ are just two that spring to mind.
What was your favourite?

9.   Kiss, cuddle, torture
Another chasing game…with a twist! Similar
to ‘tig’ or ‘tag’ someone was ‘it’ and had to
chase and catch someone else. If you got
caught you then had options… kiss, cuddle or
torture. What did you choose?

10. Rounders
Basically the UK’s version of baseball without
a baseball pitch. Any decent sized space was
used for an impromptu game using items of
spare clothing as bases. One team threw the
ball and the person batting tried to hit the ball
as far as possible before trying to run round all
of the bases and back home before the other
team retrieved the ball and put them out. 

TOP 10 Games we played in childhood

SKIPPING: Even better fun with an old washing line.
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WHEN you think of the song ‘We are the
champions’ by Queen, how do you think it
ends? If you believe, like me, it’s ‘of the
world’ then you are wrong. Those words
were never uttered on any studio or live
recordings and yet, when the song ends
without them, I keep waiting to hear
them.

Picture the Monopoly
board game and in
particular, the Mo-
nopoly Man also
known as Uncle
Pennybags. Do
you imagine
him to
h a v e

a monocle or no monocle? The answer is he
has no monocle and has never been illustrated
with one.

These are just two examples of something
known as ‘The Mandela Effect.’

This phrase was coined seven years ago by
Author and Blogger, Fiona

Broome. Whilst attending
a convention, she dis-
covered that several

others there shared a
false memory she had
about Nelson Man-
dela. 

They all believed
that the former
South African Presi-

dent had died
during his im-

prisonment

in the 80’s. Despite the fact he didn’t actually
die until December 2013, many people feel
certain that they remember seeing clips of his
funeral decades before his actual death.

This phenomenon, where large groups of
people share false memories of past events,
details or physicalities has the internet awash
with theories and examples. 

Some people believe that far from being
false memories, it is actually proof of parallel
universes. They think that what is actually
happening is that the memories are real and
we ‘remember’ them upon returning from the
alternative universe. 

Another theory is that time travellers went
back into the past resulting in slight changes

to our present. 
A more logical

explanation is that
people are just

simply misremem-
bering. The fact that

the human memory can be
unreliable has been well docu-

mented and researched.
What’s interesting is that so many individu-

als seem to share the same false memories.
Just for fun, let’s go through some of them
and see how you remember them.

Is it KitKat or Kit-Kat? There has never

been a hyphen so the first spelling is correct
but people claim to remember it being there.

In Star Wars, Darth Vader says “Luke, I am
your father.” It’s one of those lines that has
been quoted repeatedly and a lot of us will
recognise it, but what he actually says is “No,
I am your father.”

This next one is an oldie but a goodie. In
Crocodile Dundee, Paul Hogan pulls out his
blade and says “That’s not a knife. THIS is a
knife!” Or does he? What he actually says is,
“That’s not a knife. THAT’S a knife!"

Did you get them right? 
If not, it might be that you are one of the

travellers bouncing around between parallel
universes, bringing back memories that no
longer fit in this universe you find yourself in.

Or it might just mean that your memory is
not quite as good for confectionery and film
quotes as you thought it was.

Either way, it is strange that so many of us
can share these memories that never happened
and still be left with a niggle even when we
learn the real facts.

If it does turn out that’s because of the par-
allel universe theory, then I only hope I can
travel to one where The Donald isn’t Presi-
dent... and stay there!

trudystewart75@gmail.com

Memories from a parallel universe?
Trudy
Stewart

DARTH VADER:
“No, I am your
father.”





OF course Pablo Iglesias and
Podemos want a vote of no
confidence in Mariano Rajoy
and his party.

Proving how reasonable
he was, Iglesias emphasised
that he would raise no pro-
blems regarding an alternati-
ve candidate put forward by
either the PSOE socialists or
the ‘C’s,’ the centrists.

“The candidate isn’t im-
portant,” he said, which is
why he was so magnani-
mous. If the candidate were
that important he would ne-
ver have offered.

For Iglesias, putting the
PSOE on the spot with pri-
maries coming up is as im-
portant as ousting Rajoy. 

By shunning the mo-
tion, he can imply they are
shoring up the PP as they

did by abstaining to allow
Rajoy to form a government. 

That could goad enough
of the membership into bac-
king Pedro Sanchez as the
next PSOE secretary gene-
ral.

Only the paid-up
members – all
187,949 of them –
are enamoured

of Sanchez. Two general
elections and two regional
ballots demonstrated that
Sanchez does not attract so-
cialist voters. 

That’s why Iglesias, who
hopes to annihi-

late the
P S O E ,
w a n t s
him as

secretary general. 

Power play
WITH the possible excep-
tion of the former Spanish
vice-president and Hacien-
da minister Rodrigo Rato,
all of the disgraced PP po-
liticians enriched not only
themselves but  also the
party.

The latest in this long li-
ne of shysters, the
erstwhile presi-

dent  of  the
Madrid Com-
munity Ignacio

Gonzalez, used
the Canal de Isabel II
water utility to raise

money for electoral cam-
paigns. 

If  al l  power tends to
corrupt and absolute po-
wer corrupts absolutely,
wanting to gain or retain
power obviously co-
rrupts to the same extent.

In black
and white
MARIANO RAJOY will
always be haunted by the
‘Stay strong’ text message
he sent to disgraced PP tre-
asurer Luis Barcenas when
the latter’s dodgy bookkee-
ping emerged. 

Likewise, Justice minis-
ter Rafael Catala will  be
dogged forever by his mes-
sage to Ignacio Gonzalez:
“Let’s hope the mess gets

sorted out.” 
Catala did some fast-tal-

king to explain that  he
didn’t  mean Gonzalez’s
mess or the PP’s mess or a
mess of his own. He meant
general mess. 

What’s written can’t be
unwrit ten and some text
messages should never be
sent  in a country where
“Think the worst  and
you’ll always be right” is a
favourite proverb.

CATALUÑA’S pro-independence president Carles
Puigdemont cancelled this month’s visit to Morocco. 

No politician “at any level” would be available to re-
ceive him and his party, Puigdemont was told.

Catalan insiders say Morocco was responding to
pressure from Spain and the US but it would be truer to
say that no one outside Cataluña is that interested in
Puigdemont. Or quite a few inside.

Cassandra Nash
A weekly look
- and not entirely impartial reaction - 
to the Spanish political scene

Not today, thank you

Double trouble ahead for Rajoy

PABLO IGLESIAS:
Hopes to
annihilate the
PSOE.
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WORLD ASTHMA DAY has been marked in
Spain as experts say there are currently around
235 million asthma patients around the world.

According to the World Health Organisation,
(WHO) asthma deaths will increase by almost
20 per cent in the next 10 years if no urgent ac-
tion is taken. Asthma cannot be cured, but with
proper diagnosis and treatment and patient edu-
cation, it can be controlled and a good quality
of life enjoyed. One of the main forms of treat-
ment is through the use of an inhaler, however,
reports say that only 9 per cent of asthma pa-
tients in Spain, use their inhaler correctly. 

A specialist department at Barcelona’s Hos-
pital de la Santa Creu i Sant Pau, said inhaled
therapy is recommended for asthma as it direct-
ly reaches the lungs, but many people do use
the inhaler correctly and the medication does
not reach the respiratory tract. The Respiratory
Group of the Spanish Society of Family and
Community Pharmacies, added that many pa-

tients also have more than one inhaler to use
and often forget which one to use when. 

They stress that the use of inhalers requires
greater teaching and control by medical staff,
both doctors, nurses and pharmacists, at the
time of prescribing the device, to ensure it is
correctly and effectively used.

Another frequent error is that the con-
dition can have phases of stability, re-
sulting in the patient deciding not
to take their medication. How-
ever, this can lead to a long
term worsening of the condi-
tion.

Asthma is one of the
most prevalent chronic
respiratory diseases in
Spain, affecting around
5 per cent of adults and
8-10 per cent of chil-
dren.

ASTHMA:  
The use of inhalers

requires greater
teaching.

Are you one 
of the 9%?



MEN could be lonelier than
you think. A report has con-
cluded that as many as 35
per cent of men in the UK
feel lonely at least once a

week, while 11 per cent ad-
mit ted to  feel ing lonely
most days.

The  s tudy  was  ca r r i ed
ou t  by  soc ia l  media  s i t e

Gransnet,  which reported
that  the  o lder  genera t ion
are suffering from an ‘epi-
demic of loneliness’ with
almost three-quarters de-
sc r ib ing  themse lves  as
lonely. Almost two in five
said they could go for days
without speaking to anyone
and near ly  hal f  sa id  they
had felt lonely for years as
the study authors warned
tha t  many,  pa r t i cu la r ly
pensioners, were suffering
in silence with over 70 per
cen t  say ing  the i r  f ami ly
would be shocked to learn

they felt lonely.
Over 25 per cent of men

aged 65 to 69 blamed retire-
ment for their loneliness as
they had lost that connec-
tion with going to work and
being around colleagues, al-
though the study found that
35 was the age when a man
felt the loneliest.

Moving away from family
and friends was also a main
cause of  lonel iness  in re-
spondents, as well as going
through a break up, being
unemployed and the death
of a family member.

HEALTH & BEAUTY11 - 17 May 2017 / Costa de Almería www.euroweeklynews.com58

1. What is sciatica and
when does it usually oc-
cur?
Sciatica is simply pain
fel t  in  the lumbar  area
that can spread to both
legs usually caused by a
pinched nerve. Although
it can happen at any age,
it tends to be most com-
mon amongst the elderly
due to  ar thr i t is  in  the
spinal column. It can al-
so appear after strenuous
physical activities caus-
ing herniated discs.

2. What are the symp-
toms?
The main symptoms of
sciatica are muscle
cramps, back pains that
can spread to the legs as
well as difficulty in mak-
ing certain movements,
and in some cases being
unable to move your legs.

3. What causes sciati-
ca?
The main causes of sciat-
ica are arthritis and her-
niated discs in the spine.
They are most common
amongst the elderly and
the young after overex-
erting themselves lifting
heavy loads, or bad pos-
ture when sitting, among
other things.

4. How can it be treat-
ed?
Usually a course of anti-

inf lammatories ,  anal-
gesics, muscle relaxants
and rest are effective in
managing the symptoms.
Depending on the cause
of a person’s sciatica it
may be necessary to
have an operation, such
as having herniated
discs.  

Physiotherapy is also
very beneficial for sciati-
ca sufferers.

5.  Can you prevent
having sciatica?
Certain exercises which
strengthen muscles ,
avoiding bad postures,
not  overexert ing when
lif t ing and si t t ing cor-
rect ly  are  a l l  ways to
minimise the chances of
suffering from sciatica.

6. Is there a specific ex-
ercise which helps?
Any form of  exercise
which does not  s t ra in
your back is helpful, as it
strengthens your muscles
and helps improve blood
flow.

Generally swimming,
yoga, pilates and other
similar exercises are all
very beneficial. 

7. Is it hereditary?
In general it is not hered-
itary. Just because par-
ents suffer from sciatica
i t  does not  mean their
children will too. 

SPECIALIST: Doctor Luis Perez Belmonte.

Ask The
Doctor

Brought to you by 

If you have any questions for Dr Perez Belmonte,
please send them to: 

jefemedico@helicopterossanitarios.com

Pain of sciatica 

Are     you lonely? Are     you lonely? 

LONELINESS:  
Some men have felt 
lonely for years.
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A PILL could soon give the effect you
have had a workout, without you raising a
finger. 

Scientists say a chemical called PPARD
is linked to aerobic endurance. In tests
with mice, the researchers used a small-
molecule drug to activate PPARD in the
muscles of mice. It increased the fat burn-

ing in their muscles, similar to what hap-
pens during exercise, despite them being
sedentary, and also increased endurance
by up to 70 per  cent .  I t  is  hoped these
findings and their research could lead to
an ‘exercise pill’ that would allow people
to reap the benefits of a workout without
actually doing one.

Popping a pill to 
replace the treadmill

EXERCISE PILL: Would allow people to reap the benefits without doing a workout.

THE first  electric car in
Spain adapted for people
with reduced mobility, has
been created.

The Nissan eNV200 has
been adapted thanks to the
expertise of ILUNION
Adaptación de Vehículos
which belongs to the ONCE
group of social enterprises
and its Foundation.

ILUNION said the techni-
cal  department of Nissan
was instrumental in develop-
ing this f irst  prototype as
there are very strict proto-
cols and guidelines to be fol-
lowed on this type of vehi-
cle.

The Nissan is a five-seater
vehicle and has space for a
person in a wheelchair.

ILUNION hopes that this
could be a ‘car of the future’
for those with disabilities
and opens the door to mak-
ing electric taxis more ac-
cessible in city centres, mak-
ing services more accessible
for all  and more environ-
mentally friendly.

Making access
easier for 
the disabled 

GIVING a massage will not only make your partner feel
good, but it will make you feel pretty good too. 

That’s  according to researchers  who got  couples  to
spend 15 minutes giving their partner a massage two or
three times a week. They found that couples who did this
showed significant improvements in their  well-being,
stress and relationship satisfaction. 

The study, which involved 38 couples, reports those
who gave the massage felt around 9 per cent better over-
all, compared to 12 per cent for those who received the
massage. It measured their mental well-being during a
three-week course where they were taught massage skills
and three weeks after it had finished.

Nine out of 10 couples in the study said they would
recommend mutual massage.

Mutual massage is
good for both of you

MASSAGE: Makes you feel good.
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ONE of the world’s greatest photo-
graphic exhibitions is finally on display
in Almeria. ‘Genesis’ by famous Brazil-
ian artist Sebastiao Salgado is now
available for public viewing at the Mi-
rador de la Rambla until June 9. It is an
outside series, part of the ‘Art in the
Street’ initiative proving popular in
Almeria.  

Genesis consists of 38 black and
white photographs of landscapes, peo-
ple and animals in their most primitive
and natural state. It is the work of years
spent photographing some of the plan-
et’s most remote wildernesses, and the
indigenous people who survive in them.  

Salgado visited the depths of the
Amazon jungle, the Galapagos Islands,
snowbound Alaska and Siberia, unique
Madagascan wildlife, and Indonesian
jungle in his hunt for universal human
truths.  

He took in scorching deserts, tropical
rainforests and desolate polar land-
scapes while living with nomads,
hunters and farmers for months on end
capturing their lost lifestyles. The plane-
tary tour, which involved 32 different

trips, took Salgado eight years from
2004 to 2012 to complete.  

A representative of Salgado in Spain
said that Genesis is a powerful call to
preserve the virgin spaces of earth, an

estimated 46 per cent of the planet,
where humans do not yet live. He de-
scribed it as a visual ode to the majesty
of mother earth. 

The Brazilian has travelled to hun-

dreds of countries in an acclaimed ca-
reer that many consider to be the best
photojournalist of all time. His works
have graced museums from New York
to Rio de Janeiro, Tokyo and London.  

A SPECIAL oriental
festival is on the cards
for  Mojacar  this  sum-
mer. Muxacra Oriental
Fest 2017 is organised
by Shir in  Bel lydance
Art and will come to the
pueblo from July
28-30.  

Muxacra brings orien-
tal and bellydance work-
shops as  wel l  as  l ive
music, food and art from
the east .  Guest  s tar  is
Nesma, an international-
ly acclaimed teacher in
Andalucian and Reda
dance who wil l  hold
public talks on the mys-
terious art forms.  

There will be a gala,
open air demonstrations,
books, videos and CDs.
Most importantly there
is  the chance to  learn
first hand the art of ori-
ental dance from one of
the f inest  teachers  in
Spain. 

Belly
dancing A visual ode to planet earth

GENESIS: Stunning photos from Sebastiao Salgado.
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A LOCAL book fair will see
hundreds of children and adults
from across the Almanzora
Valley gather in Macael this
weekend. A passionate week-
end of storytelling will see
youngsters mesmerised by the
works of both English and
Spanish heroes of the literature
world.  

From early on Thursday
May 11 until the following Fri-
day evening avid readers can
hear works from Roald Dahl,
of Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory fame, and Miguel de
Cervantes, specifically his mas-

terpiece Don Quixote.  
There will also be work-

shops, games, food and adven-
ture for the young ones, who
will come from Albox, Canto-
ria, Olula del Rio, Purchena
and Macael. All are invited to
the fair which will be held in
the Plaza de la Constitucion
and Plaza de la Juventud.  

Book signings with famous
local authors, and even a radio
broadcast will take place along-
side marathon reading sessions
as the fair hopes to rekindle the
lost art of reading in today’s
youth and young adults. 

TICKETS are quickly running
out for the Pulpop Festival
which will take Almeria by
storm this July. Sponsored by
Radio 3 and Cruzcampo, the
festival brings some of the
brightest sounds in the Spanish
and international music scene
to the big stage.  

Already confirmed are top
British band The Spitfires.
Meanwhile Costa del Sol trio
Airbag will be performing hits
from the Beach Boys, House-
martins and Buzzcocks. There
are dozens of other local names
and bands travelling from
across Europe for the chance to
play at one of Spain’s newest
and most exciting festivals. 

Pulpop is only a two-day af-
fair which begins on Friday Ju-
ly 7 at the Roquetas bullring
and then wraps up on the Satur-
day at iconic musical venue the
Zaway pub for an aftershow
featuring some of Spain’s top
DJs from 2am. 

The entire neighbourhood
will be transformed into a mini
rock ‘n’ roll paradise during the
festival. Many of the bands tak-
ing part had to compete for a
spot, making the quality ex-
tremely high. Pulpop is a trib-
ute to classic pop and rock mu-
sic and a far cry from the trance
marathon that is Dreambeach.  

Tickets can be bought online. 

THE spring cultural festival
being held across Almeria is
well underway with muse-
ums throughout  the
province having held nu-
merous exhibitions and set
to hold exciting new ones.  

The Museum of Almeria
is set to hold a special fami-
ly day of children’s art on
May 12 while on May 16 a
ceramics exhibition will be
held. Thursday May 18 will
be particularly special as it
is  National  Museum Day,
celebrated with the Hilando
Vidas exhibition.  

Also throughout  the
month the Alcazaba will be
holding a series of special
events to commemorate the
spring cultural season, in-
cluding guided tours of lo-
cal castles. 

ON Sunday May 28 Vera wil l  hold the
first edition of a new road cycling race de-
veloped in collaboration with car brand
Seat Navarro Segura. Jointly organised by
the Andalucian Cycling Federation the
race takes place next to Vera’s fairground
and involves a 1.5 kilometre loop raced
for laps.  

Competitors will be divided into differ-
ent categories, including Elite, under 23,
over 60, Womens and Juniors. The race is

only open to federated cyclists or school
champions, but hundreds of people are ex-
pected as spectators to create a terrific
community atmosphere. 

Culture
festival

Pop rock
dream 

An avid weekend
of storytelling

Elite racers unite
SEAT: Bike race sponsored by car company.

The race is only open
to federated cyclists or
school champions but

hundreds are expected to
turn up as spectators.
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ON Saturday April 29 The Incognito
Singers delighted the audience at Albox
Town Hall Theatre with a medley of
songs ranging from Ain’t Misbehavin’
to the Pilgrim’s Chorus from Wagner’s
‘Tannhäuser.’ 

Their assured and easy style masked
the hard work that must have been put in-
to pulling off such a varied programme so
convincingly and the audience clearly en-
joyed everything they heard.

Musical director, David Murphy,
gave his usual professionalism to the

music and to the introduction of the
numbers in both English and Spanish.
David clearly knows how to get the
very best out of his singers, and the
singers obviously respond to his direc-
tion with enthusiasm and dedication.

There were pieces of particular note -
a barbershop quartet performance of
Coney Island Baby, and a trio singing
SauveSia Il Vento from Mozart’s ‘Cosi
Fan Tutte’ - which gave an opportunity
for some strong individual voices to
shine. The other two classical pieces -

Speed Your Journey from ‘Nabucco’ by
Verdi and the Pilgrim’s Chorus - were
familiar to everyone.

The Asociacion Española Contra el
Cancer (AECC - Spanish Cancer Asso-
ciation) is the beneficiary of a donation
of €700 as a result of a Saturday after-
noon well spent in the company of The
Incognito Singers. Beats shopping any
day! 

If you would like more information
about The Incognito Singers, visit their
website www.theincognitosingers.com.

Incognito Singers spring concert

SAN ISIDRO is finally here.
One of Almeria’s biggest fes-
tivals will see parties across
the province on Saturday
March 13 before the most
solemn spectacle of pilgrim-
ages on Sunday. San Isidro’s
official day is May 15, with
the traditional pilgrimages
running on the Sunday clos-
est. 

Though the festival is well
attended throughout Spain,
and even the Spanish speak-
ing world, it is celebrated in
particular style in Almeria,
especially in Mojacar and
Nijar.  

Both towns will be enjoy-
ing huge colourful parties on
Saturday with live music in
public squares, food, drink
and merriment. On Sunday
the biggest local procession
takes place in Mojacar as pil-

grims depart from La Fuente
at 11am and trek around 10
kilometres to Sopalmo, ac-
companied as ever by the ter-
rific Mojacar municipal
band.  

With religion on the wane,
even in traditional Spain, the
biggest San Isidro festivities,
certainly the loudest, are re-
served for Saturday. 

Live music from local
bands will run long into the
night as people dress up in
colourful,  vibrant spring
clothing in the last big party
before Moors and Christians
celebrations transform Alme-
ria into living history.  

On Saturday the biggest
celebrations will  be at La
Fuente, Mojacar, where
Noches de Candela will kick
off their performance at
11pm.

PARTY: San Isidro is a colourful celebration.

The pilgrims of swing 

THE Umbrian Botanical Gardens in
the gorgeous Sierra  de Maria-Los
Velez Natural  Park has chosen i ts
‘plant of the month’ ahead of an excit-
ing May schedule. The Vinca Major
(Periwinkle)  was selected for  the
month of May and all guests can now
see i t  in  ful l  bloom at  the famous
botanical garden.  

The periwinkle can be found natural-
ly from sea level to altitudes of 1,500
metres, especially in the Mediterranean
basin and is renowned for its medicinal
properties. Those properties have made
it the perfect introduction for the Gar-
den’s new schedule.  

Now open from 9am until 3pm from
Tuesday to Sunday, admission is free
to the public. The Garden is part of a
wider Andalucian network of natural

spaces and a terrific inclusion in the
Sierra de Maria-Los-Velez park, itself

considered a butterfly and bird-spot-
ting paradise. 

May’s plant of the month

PERIWINKLE: Plant of the month at Umbrian Gardens.
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AND SPEAKING OF MILLIONS, regular
readers may recall me mentioning about
how in the 80’s cities were closing banks
down and entrepreneurs were converting
them into restaurants and fashionable
wine bars and brasseries. I commented
that the practice had seemed to have fad-
ed. So it was with some interest that I read
from London that the former Sir Edwin Lu-
tyens-designed Midland Bank building on
Poultry, just a minute’s walk from the Bank
of England,  has been turned into a luxury
hotel. 

The Ned - the largest and most ambi-
tious hotel to launch in London this year -
is set to welcome its first guests.

The Ned - Large in Scale and
Delivery.

A former Caterer named Hotelier of the
Year 2015, Nick Jones is the man behind
the enormous project. He never intended
to open a hotel in the City of London. The
capital’s financial centre is not a typical lo-
cation for an outpost of Soho House & Co,

the company founded by Jones 22 years
ago and renowned for attracting guests
and members from the media and enter-
tainment industries.

He was told about the availability of the
building by the landlord of Little House,
one of 18 members’ clubs owned and op-
erated by Soho House & Co worldwide. “I
wasn’t particularly keen to go along, but I
didn’t want to appear rude,” he recalls.
“The banking floor was jaw-droppingly
beautiful,” he said. “I clambered up on the
roof, with its views over St Paul’s, and im-
mediately saw the huge potential the
property offered as a hotel and collection
of restaurants.”

The hotel features 252 bedrooms, nine
restaurants, two swimming pools - one on
the rooftop and one in the basement - a
spa, members’ club and much more. The
Ned is a beautiful, multifaceted beast,
which required the help of a partner to
create. After speaking to Ron Burkle, the
American investor who acquired a 60 per
cent stake in Soho House & Co in 2012,
Jones met with Andrew Zobler, the
founder and chief executive of Sydell
Group. Burkle is also the main financial
backer of Sydell Group, a company that
has experience of grand renovation pro-
jects through the opening of six hotels in
the US during the past five years.

“That was the start of our collaboration
and it’s been fantastic,” enthuses Jones.
“We love each other more than we did at
the beginning, which is unusual when
you’re involved in a project of this scale.”

While Soho House & Co has extensive
experience of developing a variety of
hospitality businesses - as well as the
members’ clubs (12 of which feature
bedrooms and welcome non-members),
it has also created 16 restaurant brands -
nothing comes close to the scale of the
Ned, which covers nearly 30,000 square
metres.

Jones and his team made the most of
the building, encouraging him to look to
its banking heritage for design cues.
Hence, much use has been made of the
banking hall’s original walnut-panelled
counters, used by tellers, repurposed as bar
counters and dividers between the differ-
ent restaurants. 

Once bustling with bank customers, the
space will now buzz with some 850
restaurant customers at any one time.
Meanwhile, in the basement, the bank
vaults feature a lounge bar, containing
more than 3,000 original stainless steel,
engraved safety deposit boxes that once
stored gold bullion deposits of £335m
(£15b in today’s money) and the two me-
tre-wide doors have been retained.

Original in Design and in Fact -
Entrance to the Vault bar at the
Ned.

The £220 million investment is now in
the hands of Gareth Banner, the managing
director of the Ned, who was appointed
from his former general manager role at
the Renaissance St Pancras hotel, London,
and is the person responsible for the hotel
on a day-to-day basis, who explained the
logistics. “We have a central production
kitchen, which feeds into all the restau-
rants, and a specific kitchen for each
restaurant,” he says. “The restaurants will
all be run independently with their own
head chef, restaurant manager and team,
while behind the scenes there will be a lot
of shared services - such as purchasing.”

Staffing the Ned with a team of 800 is
what has kept Banner awake at night. The
process, however, has been on track, with
many individuals being recruited directly
from Europe, despite the uncertainty of
what Brexit will mean in the long-term

with regard to employing staff from within
the EU. Teams of recruiters have appointed
in Rome and Barcelona through the offer
of attractive packages, rather than wait for
individuals to come to the UK and for the
Ned to then compete with another 10
businesses for their services.

“It is a worry and a concern for every-
one in our industry how the government is
going to deal with the immigration situa-
tion,” says Jones. “Over 75 per cent of the
people who work for Soho House in the
UK weren’t born in this country. I’m sure
the government will consider a way
around it - they are going to have to.”

Once again, the Hospitality Industry in
the UK shows its concern for the future of
employment of foreigners after Brexit. But
for the time being the Ned will no doubt
thrive in the competitive world of London
hotels. It is still one of Europe’s top desti-
nations. The City has never been consid-
ered a leisure area especially in the
evenings, up until about 10 years ago bars
closed at 8.00pm. But with the dining ex-
periences and entertainment on offer at
this luxury hotel, it will surely be at the hub
of the financial district. The old bank may
well welcome more bankers as customers,
than used to work there!

(some content courtesy of the Caterer.
www.thened.com)

RELEASED THIS WEEK here are the top five:
1. Sri and Gopi Hinduja - £16.2 billion. The broth-

ers live in a a £300 million mansion overlooking St
James’s Park.

2. Len Blavatnik - £15.982 billion. The Ukraine-
born investor owns Warner Music Group and lives in
his home in Kensington Palace Gardens.

3. David and Simon Reuben - £14 billion. The
brothers made their money in London property and
internet. They bought a £70 million car park in May-
fair in 2015 which will be turned into a £500 million
redevelopment.

4. Lakshmi Mittal and family - £13.229 billion. The
world’s top steelmaker is also a shareholder in QPR
football club.

5. Alisher Usmanov - £11.791 billion. He owns a
30 per cent stake in Arsenal and made his money from
mining and investment.

Can’t see many ‘British’ names there - can you?? 
(courtesy of the Sunday Times)

HERE ARE NOW MORE BIL-
LIONAIRES living in the UK than
ever before despite fears over Brexit,

the Sunday Times Rich List has revealed
This year ’s list found the richest 1,000

people  and famil ies  have a  record total
wealth of £658 billion, a rise of 14 per cent
on last year’s £575 billion figure.

The wealthiest people in the UK are elder-
ly brothers Sri and Gopi Hinduja, whose lat-
est project is to convert the Old War Office
in London into a luxury five-star hotel and
88 luxury apartments for the super-rich.

The pair first topped the list in 2014 and
now have a fortune of £16.2 billion, made

through investments spanning the oil and
gas, automotive, IT, energy, media, banking,
property and healthcare sectors.

They are now among 134 billionaires on
the list - a record number in the UK and 14
more than last year’s.

In today’s world, being simply a million-
aire no longer secures you a place on the
Rich List, with a fund of £110 million now
needed to get you a place in the top 1,000.
Two decades ago people needed a fortune of
only (sic) £15 million to make the cut.

Robert Watts, compiler of the rankings,
said: “While many of us worried about the
outcome of the EU referendum, many of the
richest people just kept calm and carried on
making billions.”

T

Garry Waite is a well-known foodie and restaurateur as well as a Hospitality Management Consultant. If you are contemplating setting up an operation in Spain, 
or indeed having problems with an existing project contact him on garrywaite@euroweeklynews.com.

WITH
GARRY WAITE

GOOD FOOD, 
GOOD WINE AND
GOOD FRIENDS

ON THAT NOTE I will bid you farewell until next week and should aspiring restaurateurs need some help or advice, please do not hesitate to contact me.
A toast to Good Food, Good Wine and Good Friends.

The Sunday Times Rich List -
Just to make you Feel Good

Wealth is like
sea-water;

the more we drink,
the thirstier we become;

and the same is true of fame. 
Arthur Schopenhauer

Gopichand Hinduja,
joint richest man, with his brother,
in the UK.
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A LOCAL Albox school and cherished local
landmark is officially closed. The gazette of the
Andalucian government referred to the ‘aboli-
tion’ of the Francisco Fenoy de Albox school.   

The centre has been merged with the Virgen
del Saliente despite public protests and consider-
able local anger. Protest movement, AMPA of
Fenoy, which was set up to oppose the move will
remain in operation until at least the end of the
current school year, fighting for Albox’s educa-
tional future.   

Francisco Fenoy de Albox served the com-
munity for 31 years and had 133 students,
though new student registrations have been

banned for some time.   
AMPA has now published a damning response

to the Junta Andalucia’s decision on the protest
group’s Facebook page.   

The group, consisting mainly of local parents,
calls for everyone who either supported the clo-
sure, or who did nothing to prevent it, to cele-
brate the day with a Champagne toast.   

They say their conscience is clear. AMPA ex-
posed local politicians who supported the closure
and fought to the very end for their sons and
daughters. The group also thanks the thousands
of people who lent support during their often bit-
ter campaign. 

PARENTS’ ANGER: Previous protests over closure of the school.

Fury at Fenoy closure
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STUDENTS from Cantoria performed differ-
ent stage works in English in a series of plays
designed to raise money for  chari ty.  Bold
youngsters from the IES Valle del Almanzora
Cantoria performed Romeo and Juliet and Cin-
derella at the town theatre in a hugely well re-
ceived evening.  

With help from local expats and their hard
working English department the students were
able to pull off a flawless performance of the
Shakespeare play and ancient fairytale. The
students worked extremely hard for weeks and
not only triumphed, but also raised funds for a
local charity.  

Star crossed actors triumph

HUNDREDS of people took
part in the third annual
Cuadrillas meet of Albox. The
festival brought out many of the
traditional dances, clothes, mu-
sic and food of the region.   

A parade through Plaza May-
or and Plaza de San Francisco
attracted people from all over
the Almanzora Valley with mu-
sicians arriving from Huercal-
Overa and Velez-Rubio.   

Local residents joined in and
everyone feasted on a giant
paella that symbolises the union
of different nationalities who
have made the town their home.
Traditional songs were out in
force and pastries devoured en
masse.   

Culture councillor Aurora Cer-
dan described the day as a terrific
success which showed Albox’s

deep respect for its cultural her-
itage. Next year’s Cuadrillas is
set to be even bigger.  

A union of nations

LET’S DANCE: People enjoy Cuadrillas celebrations
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RESIDENTS of Albox have been asked to contribute financially to
the restoration of the new town hall, the old church convent. Mayor
Francisco Torrecillas said that the great restoration project would
be embraced by future generations of Albox residents and should
therefore be funded in a community spirit.   

The council website now has various banking links which people
can follow to make a private donation. ‘Every little helps’ wrote the
mayor on his Facebook page. The appeal comes as work began in
earnest last month on repairing the roofs of the 19th century build-
ing.   

It has been leased for decades from the Bishopric on the condi-
tion that Albox Council renovate and bring the old convent back to
life as a major community attraction.

Cough up for
new town hall

CONVENT: Major renovations are needed.
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THREE villas on Campello’s
Muchavista beach in Alicante
have been pulled down to
make way for 10 luxury apart-
ments. 

Campello’s General Devel-
opment Plan (PGOU) drafted
in 2011 originally intended to
give planning permission for a
hotel on the site. 

Instead, the PGOU was re-
voked last year by the
Supreme Court on a technical-
ity pointed out by a local busi-
ness-owner who would have
been adversely affected by it. 

For the time being at least,

any future development will
be in line with the 1986
PGOU.

Although the Supreme
Court ruling put the brakes on
the local construction sector
last year and at the beginning

of 2017, there is still a demand
for frontline luxury properties.
Three villas built last year
above the l’Almadrava beach
each sold for almost €1.8 mil-
lion, sector sources said.

The new apartment building
will have two 400-square me-
tre apartments costing €1 mil-
lion on each floor. 

A demand for luxury 

THE vast majority of foreign-
ers who decide to buy a home
in the Spanish sun choose sec-
ond hand properties rather
than new builds. 

Latest breakdown figures
show that 83.7 per cent of the
homes bought by expats last
year were second hand, mean-
ing not only that they’d had
more than one owner but also
weren’t built in the past year
or two. 

That meant that just 16.3
per cent of the 56,000 homes
bought by foreigners were
new builds. Oddly enough the
statistics suggest that expats
favour second hand homes
more than Spanish nationals,
81.2 per cent of whom chose
older properties. 

But further breakdowns can
be made between foreign na-
tionalities. For instance the
Irish, French and Italians
overwhelmingly prefer sec-
ond hand homes. Norwegians,
Belgians and Swedish opt for

new builds. 
Alternatively Brits and Ger-

mans typically don’t put too
much currency on the age of
the home. Rather they choose
size, opting for homes with
more than 100 square metres
of space. 

Regardless of whether the
homes favoured are old or
new, big or small, foreigners
are continuing to buy Spanish
in record numbers. 

They bought almost 8,000
more homes last year than in
2015. That meant that 13.2
per cent of homes were
bought by foreigners, a huge
increase from the 4.2 per cent
recorded in 2009. 

Naturally the Mediter-
ranean coastlines continue to
be the favourite haunt of ex-
pats looking for a home in the
sun. Some 47,000 of the
56,000 purchased were on the
long glorious coastline be-
tween Gibraltar and
Barcelona.

Foreign buyers
on the increase

AMERICAN developer the Cordish
Companies is continuing to insist
that its proposed mega-project in
Madrid go ahead. The Spanish capi-
tal had rejected Cordish’s ambitious
plan on the grounds that it would
cost too much money.

Cordish has now offered to sweet-
en the deal, which would be among
the biggest real estate developments
in Spanish history. As well as a mas-
sive shopping complex with a cine-
ma and hotels, they want to build a
six hectare lagoon with an artificial
beach where people can play volley-
ball and even surf and swim. 

The government had been asked
to contribute €340 million to the
project, together with the €2.2 bil-
lion Cordish have at the ready.
Madrid thought this figure excessive
but, together with the new lagoon
concept, Cordish has also said that
all the city has to contribute is plan-
ning permission. They will do the
rest. 

The ball is now back in the city’s
court. There are fears that the project

could take longer than expected and
fill an appetite that doesn’t exist in a
huge city with its fair share of mega
shopping centres. 

But Cordish points out that this is
no ordinary shopping centre. Like
other hundred hectare estates
planned for Valencia and the Costa

del Sol it will feature luxury suites, a
convention centre, sports centre,
even museums and concert halls. 

They estimate that nine million

people would visit the centre each
year, while the knock-on effects for
Spain’s booming construction indus-
try would be enormous. 

Mega shopping back on track 

MADRID COMPLEX: Would include a cinema, hotels, a six hectare lagoon and an artificial beach.
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MY pool at 28° asap! Can you do it?
Albert from Poolworx: “Sure! This is a ques-

tion we frequently get via our website and the
answer is YES, when you’re living in Spanish
costa climate conditions. 

“Swimming whenever you want, whatever
the season, that’s what our customers are look-
ing for and that’s what we make possible. With
a pool cover on, we are always confident of the
timing and result.”

How does that work?
Installer Simon Spragg explains: “As soon as

night-time temperatures exceed 10°, it takes
only four days to heat the average 8x4 pool
from 15° to 28°. After that, you can easily keep
your pool up to temperature by running it dur-
ing off-peak hours only!”

“A heat pump is the single most efficient
way to heat a pool and you don’t need sun-
shine, only ambient temperature. 

“The cost to run it during spring season is
less than 2€/day. The Duratech units are high-
end Belgium-made products, developed with
Belgian universities. It efficiently absorbs heat
from the air and transfers it into the pool water,
like a reverse aircon.”

What are the 4 steps?
Albert: “Step 1 is talking to you in person!

Choosing the right model, fit for your pool is
where it all starts. Poolworx is always your
contact, before and after installation! We do the
calculations and assess your current pool situa-
tion. This includes an analysis of the circulation
system setup. If required, we do a site visit. We
then pick the best available spot to install the
unit. If needed a solid base is put in place. After

that, it’s a natural job for a skilled installer. Try
out our online calculator at www.poolworx.eu!”

Simon: “Step 2 is the installation of the unit.
Once the heat pump is on site, we mount it on
rubbers and hook up electrics. This is straight-
forward as the heat pump is connected to your
existing wiring, 230V single phase. 

“All models can steer circulation au-
tonomously and even start/stop automatically
by detecting the water flow from your pool

pump. This means you have full flexibility!
“Step 3 is the installation of bypass valves to

direct the flow of pool water from the existing
pipework to the heat pump and back. No need
to run the water through the unit during boiling
hot summer months! 

“Step 4 is setting the desired temperature via
the digital control panel and after that … four
days of patience and you can start enjoying
your pool at any moment you feel like it!”

Pool heating - 4 steps - 4 days - 4 sure!
Advertising feature

Contact Poolworx or refer your preferred installer for a no obligation ‘pool specific’ price quote, by calling Spain 643 363 179 or Belgium (+32) 497 408 800, email albert@poolworx.es or visit their websites in English at WWW.POOLWORX.EU | Spanish at WWW.POOLWORX.ES | Dutch at WWW.POOLWORX.BE 

FOUR STEPS: To swimming whenever you want, whatever the season.

THE spring flowers that grace
the landscape at this time of
year in areas where there has
been good winter rain are a
marvel to behold. 

There is a plethora of colours
and forms of flowers from tiny
Scarlet Pimpernel to various
types of the prominent
Chrysanthemum family. An
outstanding flower that catches
the eye, especially when domi-
nating a field, and is very sym-
bolic for many is the poppy.

Poppies have a short-lived
flower but produce new ones
consecutively so appear to
flower for a long period during

spring. The typically red com-
mon poppy is normally an an-
nual plant of less than a metre
in height but if you are cultivat-
ing poppies there is a wide
range of different colours, sizes
and forms available.

They make a great container
plant to add colour to a balcony
or terrace and in the garden
they will brighten up an area
where you visit frequently. I
have the wild varieties coming
up in my vegetable garden, but
I let them stay and brighten up
the garden during the establish-
ment of the summer vegetable
crops until the vegetables need
more space.

The true poppies are Papaver

species, of which there are over
70, but other families including
the blue Meconopsis, plumed
Macleaya and tree Romneya al-
so have poppy as a common
name.

As a cultivated plant the Ice-
land poppy is a favourite with
many gardeners. It lasts for a
couple of years so there is not
the need to replant each year
and the range of different
coloured flowers is extensive.

The seed of poppies is very
small and grows best when
sprinkled on a cultivated soil
surface or a potting mix with
only a fine coating of mix to
cover them or just press them
into the soil in early winter

and spring. 
They sprout naturally in

fields that have been cultivated
or disturbed because they need
to be near the surface and ex-
posed to some light to germi-
nate, so don’t bury the seed.
The association of the poppy
with remembrance is that it
grew so prolifically in areas of
soil disturbance after military
activities and burials in the nat-
ural soil.

They can be transplanted but
do better grown from seed in
their chosen spot. They grow
very quickly, emerging one to
two weeks from planting the
seed, and can start flowering
within weeks.

By Graeme Tyrrell

Poppies are beautiful in bloom

SPRING POPPIES: Come in many different hues.
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SPANISH luxury clothing brand
Loewe has become the latest
fashion house to expand into the
lifestyle sector with a range of
homeware. The new collection
Loewe: This is Home, made its
debut at Milan Design Week
2017 in April.

The eclectic range features
contemporary modular seating
solutions with a flavour of Amer-
ican minimalism, wool throws
knitted into male silhouettes, rugs
dotted with stars and hand-carved
oak items made in Yorkshire.

It is the brainchild of Irish-

born designer Jonathon Ander-
son, who was installed as creative
director at the end of 2013.

“I like the idea that fashion can
explode into the household,
bringing artisans together to de-
sign new physical forms and ap-
ply craft in a home,” he said.

Get the Loewe down

IT seems that men are giving
more consideration to cleaning
the toilet. It makes sense that
they should, as it is a regular
port of call. 

The days when men only
managed to lift the toilet seat
and never bothered putting it
down may be over. 

Things are changing, as re-
searchers have discovered that
men are taking more interest in
the hygiene of their toilet and
even buying products for clean-
ing, which is an amazing find.
However, the report states that
women are still taking most of
the responsibility towards the
cleaning of the ‘throne.’

This new wave of interest
may be due to there being so
many products for cleaning the
toilet that smell so wonderful,
giving an incentive to take more
of a part in this dreaded house-
hold duty. Awareness of germs
is another reason, with people
buying more disinfectants and
advice for cleaning the toilet
can be found so easily on social
media.

Keep the man in your life in-
terested in caring for the loo, by
making it a more welcoming
place to be. If he likes to read
on the loo, get him a bookshelf

and he’ll take pride in this very
important area and invest in
keeping it clean.

It is probably the only room
in the house, where you can

have complete privacy, so turn
your visits into pleasurable ones
with fresh clean aromas, pat-
terned toilet paper and a
squeaky clean loo.

LIFE is very stressful these days and there seems
to be nowhere to hide from the world outside, not
even within your walls.  There is  one special
place in the house that allows you to lock the
door, so why not make the most of it, by turning
this room into a Zen-like sanctuary, where you
can begin to wind down in peaceful surround-
ings.

It is not difficult to create a private oasis and
here are a few ideas to get some serenity back in-
to your everyday life. The first idea is to put
smooth stones in the sink and when the water
flows over the stones, the splashing will sound
like a water fountain.

The lighting should be soft and calming, so use
candles positioned near a mirror, if they are unat-
tended, use the flameless variety. If you have vis-
itors, it would be interesting for them and your-
self to have some artwork up on the walls. The
focus will be drawn to the art and this will have
the effect of relaxing you and your guests.

The smell of natural scents like jasmine and
lavender, or incense cones can create a calming
aroma. Decorate with fresh flowers or if the bath-
room is well lit, add a fern, otherwise add a rub-
ber plant, to emphasise the presence of nature.

To accessorise, add beautiful hand towels, pre-
sented in a basket and make sure to turn off the
extractor fan if you need some peace and quiet!

The sanctuary
of the bathroom

A passion for the porcelain

TOILET CLEANING: How to keep your man interested in caring for the loo.

IN the summer, everyone loves to be outdoors
and there’s nothing better than sitting under a per-
gola, to take the edge off the heat of the sun.

The pergola is an extension of living space but
can also be freestanding. The structure is based on
posts and covered with a roof or arch, made of
wood or metal.

Pergolas have been around for a long time and
their original purpose was to provide protection
from the sun. The origin of the word dates back to
1645-55 from the Italian Latin word, ‘pergula,’
which means protruding roof, arbour. Their beau-
ty comes in their simplicity, a framework that’s
waiting to be dressed either with fabric, natural
wood or live foliage.

Ancient Egyptians used reeds or palm leaves
and Tuscans used grape vines on their pergolas.
You could also use branches or bamboo; lattice
panels that have a criss-crossed slat pattern, but
don’t give full protection; or fixed fabric in one
piece or strips that are woven through. Other op-
tions are to use retractable canopies that are wa-
terproof and have sun protection factor or to go
for ultra luxury with pergola curtains that will
give privacy and make you feel rather special.

The most beautiful pergolas are those decorat-
ed with climbing plants. Use Chinese Trumpet
vine, Golden Hop, Morning Glory, common jas-
mine, climbing roses, ‘Albertine,’ Paul’s Hi-
malayan Musk, black grape, ‘Brant’ or Wisteria.

Shady solution for
hot summer days



IF your cat or dog has a histo-
ry of trauma, whether suspect-
ed or confirmed, here are
some guidelines to remember.

1. The cat or dog deter-
mines what’s traumatising,
not you. While you may not
have thought that holding
your pet down for a simple
nail trim was that big a deal,
your cat or dog may have a
different opinion. Watch your
dog’s body language for signs
of stress such as lip licking,
yawning, slower or faster
movement, freezing, and turn-
ing away so that you can in-
tervene if a situation starts to
go south. Pushing through
such situations can almost
guarantee that they’ll create

new fear triggers in many cats
and dogs.

2. Create safe places. One
of the reasons to teach a dog
to go to his or her mat is it is
helpful for many dogs due to
its clear structure of safety.

The mat is a positive place
where treats, relaxation, and
massage take place, we can
create a positive conditioned
emotional response to the
mere presence of this training
method. Once the mat be-
comes a safe place, make sure
to keep it that way. Do not al-
low anything bad happen to
your dog on  the mat. You can
create other safe spaces as
well - places in your dog’s en-
vironment where good things
occur and where there is no
pressure placed on the dog.

3. Give your cat and dog
choices. One of the fastest
ways to traumatise any mam-
mal is to take away all of his
or her choices. Create oppor-
tunities for your dog to make
choices about his or her envi-

ronment, schedule, and care
as much as possible. Whether
you let your dog decide which
way to turn at the end of the
block, wait for your dog to of-
fer a foot for nail trimming,
play with nose work, or give
your dog several different
beds to choose to sleep on,
choice is hugely important.
Cats decide where they are
going to sleep.

Set your dog up to make
good choices, then reward
those choices to build the
dog’s confidence.

4. Always try to end on a
good note. Research has
shown that people who have
experienced
identically
unpleasant
procedures cre-
ated very different
memories of those proce-
dures depending on how
traumatic the final moments
of the procedure were. While
we don’t know whether
dogs have the same cognitive

recall abilities, it certainly
doesn’t hurt to try to make the
last few seconds of any un-
pleasant experience as pleas-
ant as possible. 

For example, most dogs are
concerned about having their
feet handled. I file nails in-
stead of clipping them be-
cause this is more comfortable
for the dog and the dog is in
control of how fast or slow
nail trimming sessions go.
Your pet is also free to leave
at any time if he gets too
scared. At the end of every
nail-trimming session, I prac-
tise simply touching
the nail file to her
toenails for less

than a second, followed by a
food reward. Because each
session ends with these quick
successes, they are more com-
fortable allowing us to handle
their feet when it is time for
the next session.

5. Your cat or dog is not his
story. If your pet has a history
of trauma, it’s important to be
aware of that past, but equally
important to help your pet
succeed in the present. Too of-
ten, we get caught up with the
stories, we tell ourselves
about our pets’ past, and for-
get to pay attention to the ani-
mal in front of us. 
Last week’s article was also

written by Sara Reusche,
but credit was not giv-

en due to an over-
sight.

PETS PAGE
www.euroweeklynews.com
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Trauma in pets, part 3
THE structure of a dog’s
sleep is very similar to a
human being’s sleep.
There are stages of wake-
fulness, rapid-eye-move-
ment REM sleep and non-
rapid eye-movement sleep. 

While asleep, the dog’s
brain is trying to find
shortcuts or connections
between things that they
have experienced. The
events of the day are put
into categories, when in
non-REM sleep. In REM
sleep there is an opportuni-
ty for the dog to explore, in
an environment that’s free
of consequences.

Dogs enter REM sleep
about 20 minutes into a
snooze session and might
stay there for two to three
minutes. People and dogs
dream in both stages of
sleep mentioned, but most
dreams are remembered
through REM sleep.

Let sleeping
dogs lie

TRAUMA: Watch
body language.

Please note that this article was written by Sara
Reusche of Paws Abilities Dog Training in Rochester,
Minnesota, United States.

David THE Dogman



imperialyachting@gmail.com
Boats Yachts, No Sale
No Fee. Europe´s
largest brokerage
house.+ 34 632 505
743 (252677)

ALMERIA BUILDERS:
Fully Legal, Fully In-
sured, All Work Guaran-
teed. 659 685 133
www.almeriabuilders.com
(246230)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNI-
TIES FOR SALE FROM
4,900 EUROS. 697 834
934 (248081)

CARS Wanted For Cash.
Classic Cars & Land
Rovers, Range Rovers,
Defenders & Discover-
ies. Please call: 659 685
133 (245913)

MOTOR INSURANCE.
For the most competi-
tive quotes in English
call Linea Directa on 902
123 309, you could save
as much as 30% and
you can transfer your
existing no claims
bonus. Call Linea Direc-
ta on 902 123 309 for
motor insurance with a
human voice in English
from Monday to Friday
9am to 6pm and save
money now! (200726)  

GET YOUR business no-
ticed online! Make sure
that expats in Spain can
find your product, ser-
vice, restaurant, bar or
shop. Contact Spain’s
newest and brightest
online directory TODAY.
Call 952 561 245 or
email mark.w@euro
weeklynews.com for
more details.

WE ARE currently the
market leader in our
country in the sale of di-
rect car, motorbike,
home and company
fleet insurance. Since
we started out in 1995,
our philosophy has al-
ways been to offer an
excellent service with
the best prices in the
market. For the most
competitive quotes in
English, call Linea Direc-
ta on 902 123 309.

THE FIVE BONE HO-
TEL, TURRE. Little
dogs 6 euros, medium
dogs 6.75 euros, big
dogs 7.50 euros, cats
from 5.25 euros a day .
630 234 556 /
the5bonehotelturre@gm
ail.com  New opening
hours Mon-Sat 9.30-
12.30 and 18.00 – 19.00
Sundays 9.30-10.30
(251818)

THE FIVE BONE HO-
TEL TURRE DOG
grooming salon is get-
ting very busy.  Anita
asks all clients to please
book well in advance to
avoid disappointment
662 344 734 or
the5bonehotelturre@gm
ail.com New opening
hours Mon-Sat 9.30-
12.30 nd 18.00 – 19.00
Sundays 9.30-10.30
(251818)

KNOWLES PLUMB-
ING. No 1 for plumb-
ing! Central heating, so-
lar hot water and water
deposits. Tel: 950 137
197 or 606 807 797

AIR CONDITIONING

ALARMS

BOATS

BUILDERS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

CARS WANTED

COMPUTERS

DRAINAGE

DRAINS

HOME FURNISHINGS

INSURANCE

INTERNET

LANGUAGE CLASSES

MOTORING

PETS

PETS

FOR RENT

PLUMBING SERVICES

2ND HAND FURNITURE

INSURANCE
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FULLY Insured UK/Spain
Removals & Storage, UK
Trading Standards Approved
www.indalotransport.com
634 33 64 68 or Freep-
hone Uk 0800 999 33
68

ARE you self motivat-
ed and hard working?
We are looking for
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n /
telesales candidates.
Experience not essen-
tial as full training is
given.  Applications
by email with full CV
should be sent to
recruitment@euro
weeklynews.com

WE ARE looking for a
full time local re-
porter for the Almeria
edition of our news-
paper. Candidates
must have relevant
experience and Span-
ish is a bonus.  Please
contact me for further
details  jackie@euro
weeklynews.com

SOLAR WIND POWER
SOLUTIONS. Over 15
years installation experi-
ence. Established 12
years in Spain. Call Phil
for competitive prices on
636 261 240 or email in
fo@sunergyalmeria.com

GENECO Pool construc-
tion. Tel 950 478 086
for no obligation quote
(93401)

FLOOR AND WALL
TILING SPECIALIST Not
a jack of all trades, just
a master of one! Call
Steve Holman on 697
678 708 (246098)

Readers of a sensi-
tive disposition may
find some of the ad-
vertisements in this
section offensive.

VIAGRA/Kamagra/Cialis/
Weight loss pil ls the
best prices in Spain!
BUY ONE GET ONE
FREE on certain items.
Order securely &
discreetly online:
www . c o s t a p i l l s . n e t
Postal Nationwide deliv-
ery sales@costapills.net
(252530)

VIAGRA, cialis, kamagra
all areas mail order. 604
385 476. Viagra4you19
@gmail.com (252414)

SOLAR ENERGY

SWIMMING POOLS

TILING

XXX RELAXATION

SITUATIONS VACANT

SITUATIONS VACANT

REMOVALS/STORAGE

PETS

PLUMBERS

7511 - 17 May 2017 / Costa de Almeríawww.euroweeklynews.com EWNCLASSIFIEDS

REMOVALS/STORAGE

PROPERTY FOR SALE

SIGNS

TRANSPORT

SITUATIONS VACANT



THE great arc of world motor shows
has taken in Paris, Geneva and New
York.  Last  weekend the f lashiest ,
most unusual cars in the industry were
in Britain for the London Motor Show
which ran from May 4 to 7. 

I t  was

the second edi t ion of  the show, a
rapidly emerging alternative to the
British Motor Show. As in 2016, this
year it  was once again held in Bat-
tersea Park. 

There were motoring celebrities, in-
cluding Stig Ben Collins and Jodie

Kidd, car safety demonstrations,
virtual reality dri-

ving experi-

ences, a wild range of supercars and
even the new electric London Black
Cab. 

The Lamborghini  Aventador  S
made its British debut, bringing a V12
engine and incredible  740hp to
stunned fans. At the other end of the
size scale there was the classic Mini
remastered by David Brown and now
confusingly known as the ‘new-old

Mini.’ 
Other Brit ish debuts in-

cluded the

Alpina B4 S,  the Kahn Vengeance
Volante, and the MG XS, considered
the English manufacturer’s strongest
foray on to the world stage yet. 

Among the wilder entrants was the
concept hypercar the Aston Martin
Valkyrie which is forged from a one-
off partnership with Red Bull Racing.
It is the latest of the brand’s V cars
but that’s about all anyone knows ex-
cept  that  i t ’s  sure  to  be extremely
sleek and fast. 

Also making waves, and for very
real reasons, was the Jaguar F-Pace,
recently declared the World Car of the
Year.  Crowds also waved a  fond
farewell to an army of TX4 London
Black Cabs which will soon be in the
vintage section of future road shows
as they prepare to be replaced. 

www.euroweeklynews.com
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Clarkson
Quote of the Week

And it’s made in Britain! Which is another
way of saying the door is going to fall off.” Some might say... 

Motoring shorts

A JAPANESE hybrid car has
become the fastest selling
car  on one of  the UK’s
biggest  second-hand mar-
kets .  In  Apri l  the Toyota
Prius sold quicker than any
other  car  on Auto Trader,
taking roughly two weeks to
offload. 

Tough new taxes on tradi-
tional petrol-guzzling cars
may have contributed to the
Prius’ success. It is also con-
sidered extremely reliable
and economical, winning top
reviews from customers and
industry insiders. 

UK drivers appear to be
embracing the hybrid uni-
verse as  e lectr ic  becomes
more mainstream than ever
before. Now there are con-
cerns  that  the number of
electr ic  charging s tat ions
cannot  possibly keep up
with demand without a ma-
jor remodelling of the coun-
try’s roads. 

Hybrid
solution 

By Matthew Elliott 

Black cabs and Valkyries 

VALKYRIE: Enigmatic new Aston
Martin and Red Bull invention.
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TROUBLE caused by mobile
phones could soon be a thing
of the past. Nissan claims to
have developed new technol-
ogy which acts as an electro-
magnet ic  shield blocking
calls and any other notifica-
tions. 

Drivers would simply drop
their phone into the so-called
Signal  Shield sunk in  the
armrest and no longer have to
worry about being distracted.
Crucially for many people,
especially those in business,

they wouldn’t have to switch
their  phones off altogether
and risk losing critical mes-
sages. 

All of the hundreds of vari-
ous apps, from weather up-
dates  to  email  messages,
would be blocked by the Sig-
nal  Shield.  Many dr ivers
have reported feeling the urge
to check their  phone each
time it buzzes, even when the
vast majority of notifications
are  useless  updates  ra ther
than important messages. 

The sheer number of beeps
and buzzes emit t ing from
modern smart phones has led
to a huge rise in the number
of deaths and injuries on the
roads caused by ‘dis t rac-
tions.’ It’s no longer people
chatting on the phone that is
the deadliest, but those reach-
ing for it. 

The technology also fills a
smart  and self ish purpose.
Users can virtually guarantee
that they won’t be caught or
fined for using their phone.

Phone signal shield

NISSAN: Has
developed a new
Signal Shield.
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RAPID expansion of new SUV
models has meant that one of
the long established contenders
in the class, the Mitsubishi
Outlander, can sometimes be
overlooked.

However, you miss the Out-
lander at your peril, for it pro-
vides a formidable package
from a company noted for
rugged build quality and excel-
lent reliability. Latest versions
have had a recent makeover,
delivering smoother styling and
equipment upgrades, with
prices starting at €29,524
(£24,999).

Available as a five-seat plug-
in petrol hybrid or a seven-seat
2.2 litre diesel, the Outlander
is more roomy and more eco-
nomical than some rivals. All

versions have all-wheel-drive,
and it also scores well for lev-
els of standard equipment, with
entry versions getting features
such as cruise control, auto
lights and wipers, dual-zone
climate control and electronic
parking brake.

My test model, in four trim
and with automatic gearbox,
was one of the top versions
with a wealth of extra kit in-
cluding premium sat-nav and
audio system, 360-degree park-
ing camera, heated steering
wheel, rear cross-traffic alert,
LED headlamps and daytime
running lights, power tailgate,
leather upholstery, electric sun-
roof and alloy wheels. It costs
€39,562 (£33,499).

The Outlander has a tougher
and more imposing exterior
look than most rivals and un-
derway, proves to have good
r o a d

manners, with well-weighted
steering and a suspension set-
up which nicely balances ride
comfort with cornering poise. 

The vehicle is a tad noisier at
motorway speeds than some,
much of it tyre noise, but in ur-
ban areas is quiet, agile and
very car-like to drive.

The 147 hp diesel unit pulls
strongly and has a nippy 0-100
kph time of 10.2 seconds in
manual form, and 11.6 seconds
as an automatic. Top speed is
190 kph (118 mph) and the fuel
economy is 17.2 kpl (48.7
mpg). The Outlander  is also
very capable off-road, with a
locking centre differential
adding to its ability.

The cabin is well built and
robustly finished with a quality
look, though the overall design
is rather plain and functional.

Five adults can be accommo-
dated in comfort - the third-row
seats are really just for chil-
dren. The boot has 590 litres of
space if the third row seats are
not in use, and this can be
boosted to 1,022 litres with the
mid-row folded down. 

Summing up, the Outlander
comes across as a more serious,
more capable SUV than some
of its trendier rivals and while
it has been around for quite a
while, in latest revamped form
it certainly deserves more at-
tention.

ROAD TEST by Nick Fletcher

Model: Mitsubishi Outlander 4
Engine: 2.2 litre diesel

Transmission: automatic
Performance: 0-100 kph 11.6 seconds, top speed

190 kph (118 mph)
Economy: 17.2 kpl (48.7 mpg)

Emissions: 154 g/km

Stats panel:

Mitsubishi Outlander 4

Model tested is UK-specification and equipment levels and prices may vary in other markets.

OUTLANDER 4:
Can sometimes
be overlooked.

PORSCHE and BMW
are batt l ing for  the
hearts and minds of dri-
vers with two strong ex-
tra offers attached to all
new purchases. 

From June 2017 al l
Porsches bought in the
UK will come with sat
nav and the Porsche
Connect service. 

That means, whether
drivers like it or not, re-
al time traffic info, on-
l ine maps,  and petrol
station locators with fuel
prices, will now be part
of the Porsche package. 

It’s a timely move. Al-
so in the UK driving
tests are to make sat nav
expertise an integral part
of future exams. 

BMW meanwhile is
offering a different car-
rot. Whether you’re in
Spain or Germany, pur-
chases of original BMW
or MINI tyres will auto-
matically come with a
full three-year tyre in-
surance package. 

All forms of damage
will be covered and new
tyres brought out at no
extra cost. 

Tyre trouble 



EVENTS DIARY:
After Spurs’ shock 1-0 defeat at
West Ham last Friday Chelsea -
having sent Middlesbrough
down on Monday - will be
crowned Premiership champi-
ons for the fifth time tomorrow
night if they win at West
Bromwich Albion (live on Sky
Sport).

Other PL games this
weekend include rele-
gation battlers Crys-
tal Palace against
Hull… 4th placed
M a n c h e s t e r
City (recent
5-0 winners
over Palace)
v Leicester…
Spurs (2nd) v Manchester Unit-

ed… Stoke v Arsenal (who
ended Jose Mourinho’s team’s
25-match unbeaten run last
Sunday)… and West Ham v
Liverpool (3rd).

On Tuesday, Juventus (2-0
up) met Monaco in the second
leg of their CL semi-final and
last night Atletico (2-0 down)

p l a y e d
Madrid

rivals Real in their second leg
encounter. Tonight it’s Man-
chester United (leading 1-0) v
Celta Vigo and Lyon (trailing 1-
4) v Ajax in the Europa League
semi-final second legs.

On Sunday, it’s Blackpool v
Luton and Carlisle v Exeter in
the first legs of the FL2 play-off
semi-finals while Forest Green

Rovers play Tranmere Rovers
in the National League play-off
final at Wembley.

Also there are several Scot-
tish League promotion/relega-
tion play-offs (including
Dundee United v Morton) and
on Saturday Manchester City
Ladies meet Birmingham
Ladies in the women’s FA Cup

final.
C a s t l e -

ford (top)
play Hull

(2nd) to-
m o r r o w

night in Rug-
by’s Super
League.

In golf, it’s
the Players’

Championship at Saw-
grass and the Portuguese

Open (May 11-14).
The Spanish F1 Grand Prix

takes place in Barcelona on
Sunday.

Tomorrow, Rugby Union’s
European Challenge Cup final
features Gloucester v Stade
Français, followed on Saturday
by Clermont Auvergne v Sara-

cens in the Champions Cup fi-
nal… both games at Murray-
field.

The triathlon World Series
starts in Yokohama on Satur-
day.

The Mutua Open tennis
championship is currently tak-
ing place in Madrid.

ROUND UP:
Barcelona (recent 4-1 win-

ners over Villarreal) and Real
Madrid (4-0 victors at Granada)
are still level at the top of La
Liga.

The winners of the first two
classic horse races of 2017
were both trained by Aiden
O’Brien…Winter (9-1) in the
1,000 Guineas and Churchill
(6-4 favourite) in the 2,000
Guineas. This was O’Brien’s
third Guineas double.

Three Spaniards stood on the
podium at last Sunday’s Mo-
toGP in Jerez with Dani Pe-
drosa, Marc Marquez and Jorge
Lorenzo finishing 1-2-3 on
home soil.

Matt Neal, Colin Turkington,
Gordon Shedden and Rob Col-
lard all won races at the BTCC
meeting at Thruxton last week-
end.

England beat Ireland by eight
wickets (127-3/126) and by 85
runs (328-6/243) in cricket
ODI’s at Bristol and Lords.

In the Diamond Games,
UK’s Robbie Grabarz won sil-
ver in the high jump and
Kenya’s Eliud Kipchoge
missed out by 22 seconds to
break two hours for the
marathon.

Novak Djokovic has sacked
his entire coaching staff as he
turns to ‘shock therapy.’

Last weekend Blackburn
Rovers were relegated to FL1
(they were last in the third tier
in 1980)… Hartlepool United
have lost their League status af-
ter 96 years’ membership as
Newport County survived, and
Portsmouth won the FL2 cham-
pionship on the last day of the
season, ahead of Doncaster and
Plymouth.

The FA has banned Man-
chester City from signing youth
players.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Man-
chester United) is the world’s
richest footballer with a bank
balance of £110m; Wayne
Rooney is worth £93m while
F1 driver Lewis Hamilton is the
world’s richest sportsman with
£131m in his account.

And this is obscene - Man-
chester United have spent £1.16
billion on players in the Pre-
miership era (1992-2017)…
£528m in the last five years
alone!
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Tony Matthews
International Sports
A former player and now the world’s most
prolific author of football books with al-
most 150 published since 1975, Tony is al-
so the sports correspondent for Spectrum
Radio and lives on La Pilica in the Sierra
Cabrera Mountains overlooking Turre.

Costa de Almeria

Chelsea are champions-elect while
the Spaniards finish 1-2-3 in Jerez

SUNDAY April 30 saw Aguilon Mem-
bers Club’s four qualifiers head to Ha-
cienda del Alamo to take on golfers
from all over Almeria and Murcia in
the Campbell Lamont Regional Final.

It  proved to be a good day for the
club’s  pair ing of  Glyn Ombler  and
Dave Sharp whose score of 43 points
won the day and a passport to the na-
tional final at La Sella in June. 

The other pairing of Terry Moore
and Norman Ridgway did themselves
proud with a creditable 39 pts… to be
continued in June.

On Wednesday May 3 it was a fine
day with little wind for the Monthly
Medal as ‘medalitis’ returned and this
tricky course showed its teeth. It  is
hard to  explain why af ter  the good
scoring of late but ‘that’s golf. 

However it was a welcome return to
Spain for the winner and a count back
for the first four places.

1st Keith Leonard  83-10 = 73
on a  card play off .  2nd Glyn
Ombler 82-9 = 73 on a card play
off. 3rd Wendy Greaves 101-28
= 73 on a card play off. Two’s:
Bob White  12th,  Wendy
Greaves,  Louis  Long and
Derek Manning 17th.

For further information log
on to the websi te  at  aguilon
membersclub.com.

Aguilon Members Club

MEDAL WINNER:
Keith Leonard
scored 73.

THERE was a great turnout
for Valle del Este Golf So-
ciety’s May monthly
Medal. The weather was
absolutely perfect for golf
and the course was in ex-
cellent condition.

Quite a few players took
advantage of this and there
was a lot of very creditable
scores. Jim Quigley wasted
no time upon returning to
sunny shores and posted a
great score of nett 72. 

Big Nick Nichols contin-
ued his recent great run of
form to come a very cred-

itable second with a nett 73
followed by three players on
nett 74 with Geoff Owen get-
ting the nod on countback.

Valle del Este Golf Soci-
ety is affiliated to the Valle
Del Este Golf Resort in Ve-
ra. The society plays every
Sunday, Tuesday and
Thursday. Singles competi-
tions are played every
Thursday including a
monthly Medal.  

Visitors are welcome
(subject to available tee
times). Please call Alan
Townsend on 634 379 887.

Valle del Este
Golf Society

TOGETHER Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi have
scored a total of 1,162 goals for club and country. What
might have happened if they’d been in the same team!!

CHARITY EVENT
DON’T forget my charity event at Fatima’s this Sunday:
5pm-9pm. I’ll quiz you, Fatima will feed you and vocalist
Kay Frances will entertain you, all for 7€.

DIEGO COSTA: Helped
Chelsea send

Middlesbrough down.

DANI PEDROSA: Winner
of Sunday’s MotoGP in
Jerez.

DID YOU KNOW?
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TO READ MORE
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Zlatan Ibrahimovic (Manchester United) is the world’s richest footballer with
a bank balance of £110m.

TWO of the most keenly fought competi-
tions were held recently at Indalo Bowl-
ing Club, the Men’s and Ladies’ Pairs.

There were quite a few new bowlers in
this year’s entries which was very en-
couraging and they gave a few of the
more experienced bowlers a run for their
money as well!

After some very competitive games
the Men’s Pairs final was contested by
four experienced players namely Dennis
Leigh and Keith Lester against Gerard
Donck and Keith Harvey. 

As expected it turned out to be a very
close match with wonderful shots being
delivered down the green most ends. Af-
ter 18 ends it was all square but Gerard
delivered the final blow with his last
bowl of the extra end to give him and
Keith Harvey the win, 20-19. A very well
fought match and very exciting to watch.

The Ladies’ Pairs final was contested,
after a rain delay, by Spanish squad
member Debbie Colquhoun playing with
an ex-Spanish player Maggie Holmes
against two other experienced club mem-

bers Tricia Seymour and Christine Ded-
man. Tricia and Christine put on a good
show but were outplayed by the skill of
Debbie and Maggie who won convinc-
ingly 27-7.

Both competitions had a very appre-
ciative audience that thoroughly enjoyed

the great matches on show. Many thanks
must go to the competition secretary,
John Colquhoun, especially after the dif-
ficulty of the rain delay in the Ladies’ fi-
nal.

For more information about the club
visit www.indaloblowingclub.org.

MEN’S PAIRS: The finalists with the winners of the trophy.

A GOOD Forum Golf Society
field took on Aguilon Golf
course in showery conditions
on April 28.

It was the ladies who
showed the men how to play
in the rain in this double par
medal.

Countback decided the first
three places, all on a nett
medal score of 72. First was
Myra Dickson with 72, Keith
Ryder was second with 72 and
Marie Vickers was third also
with 72.

There were also prizes for
individual good shots with the
longest drive on the second
hole going to Dave
Vickers.Having claimed an
NTP prize and overall winner
on the Friday, Myra Dickson’s

weekend got even better when
she, and her playing partner
Max Gonzalez, went to the
Hacienda del Alamo Golf
Club on Sunday April 30, to
contest the regional finals of
the Campbell Lamont Golf
League. By securing a top 16
place in this pairs competition
she and Max will go on the In-
ternational Finals in June at La
Sella Golf course.

The society’s next events
will be at Alboran on May 12
and then Aguilon on May 19.

For information about Fo-
rum Golf Society contact
Richard Price on rfp53@ya
hoo.co.uk or call 850 993 073.

Forum
ladies
shine in
the rain

Myra Dickson/ Winner
of the double par medal.

Indalo Bowling Club Men’s and
Ladies’ Pairs Competitions 2017
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